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Extracts from the Constitution 

OF THE 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

AND 

PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS, 

AS AMENDED, 

RELATIVE TO ELECTIONS, ETC. 



ARTICLE II. 

Of the Qualifications of Electors. 

Section 1. Every male citizen of the United States, of the Eiectow own- 
age of twenty-one years, who has had his residence and home in *°* " ' 
this state for one year, and in the town or city in which he may 
claim a right to vote, six months next preceding the time of 
voting, and who is really and truly possessed in his own right 
of real estate in such town or city of the value of one hundred 
and thirty-four dollars over and above all incumbrances, or 
which shall rent for seven dollars per annum over and above 
any rent reserved or the interest of any incumbrances thereon, 
being an estate in fee-simple, fee-tail, for the life of any person, 
or an estate in reversion or remainder, which qualifies no other 
person to vote, the conveyance of which estate, if by deed, shall 
have been recorded at least ninety days, shall thereafter have a 
right to vote in the election of all civil officers and on all ques- 
tions in all legal town or ward meetings so long as he continues 
so qualified. And if any person hereinbefore described shall 
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own any such estate within this state out of the town or city in 
which he resides, he shall have a right to vote in the election of 
all. general officers and members of the general assembly in the 
town or city in which he shall have had his residence and home 
for the term of six months next preceding the election, upon pro- 
ducing a certiiScate from the clerk of the town or city in which 
bis estate lies, bearing date within ten days of the time of his 
voting, setting forth that such person has a sufficient estate 
therein to qualify him as a voter; and that the deed, if any, has 
been recorded ninety days. 

Sec. 2. [Section 2 annulled by article VII. of the amend- 
ments, April, 1888, and the following substituted.] 
?f*eiwtSre**BSn- EvcTy mole citizen of the United States of the age of twenty^one 
*^'* ^' years, who has had his residence and home in this state for two 

years, and in the town or city in which he may offer to vote six 
months next preceding the time of his voting, and whose name 
shall be registered in the town or city where he resides on or before 

Supereedins 

Article VI. of ifie last day of June; (see article XI., section eleven of amend- 
ments) in the year next preceding the time of his voting, shall 

SStdrite to°" ^^^'^ ^ ^9^^ ^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ election of oU civil officers and on all 
coudcUb and on qucstions in all legally organized tovm or ward meetings: Fbo~ 

monetary prop- 

oaitiona. viD^D, that no pcTson shall at any time be allowed to vote in the 

election of the city council of any city, or upon any proposition to 
impose a tax or for the expenditure of money yi any tovm or city, 
unless he shall within the year next preceding have paid a tax 
assessed upon his property therein, valued at Zeas^ at one hundred 
and thirty-four dollars. 

Sec. 3. [Section 3 annulled by article VII. of the amend- 
ments, April, 1888, and the following substituted.] 

a^eLed an- ARTICLE VII. OF AMENDMENTS, SeC. 2. The OSSeSSOTS of COCh 

nually on what 

persona for t^ town and cUy shall annually assess upon every person who, if 
lie Bchoois. registered, would be qualified to vote, a tax of one dollar, or such 

sum as with his other taxes shall amount to one dollar, wkich 
tax shall be paid into (he treasury of such town or city and be 
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ctpplied io the support of ptd)lic schools therein: Provided, thai Jg^^ remitted. 

sudi tax assessed upon any person who has performed military 

duty, shall be remiUed for the year he shall perform such duty; 

and said tax assessed upon any mariner for any year while he is 

ai sea, or upon any person who by reason of extreme poverty is 

unable to pay said tax, shallj upon appUcation of such mariner CoUection and 

reminion io be 

or person, be remitted. The general assembly shall have power fa provided by 
to provide by law for the collection and remission of said tax. 
Sec. 4. No person in the military, naval, marine, or any whoshaiinot 

gam reoidence, 

other service of the United States shall be considered as having JJ ^^p®'""***^ 
the required residence by reason of being employed in any 
garrison, barrack, or military or naval station in this state: 
and no paui)er, Imiatic, person non compos mentis, person imder 
guardianship, or member of the Narragansett tribe of Indians, 
shall be permitted to be registered or to vote. Nor shall any 
person convicted of bribery, or of any crime deemed infamous at 
common law, be permitted to exercise that privilege, until he be 
expressly restored thereto by act of the general assembly. 

Sec. 5. Persons residing on lands ceded by this state to the Reaidenta upon 

land ceded to 

United States shall not be entitled to exercise the privilege of no^j^^*** 
electors. 

Sec. 6. The general assembly shall have full power to pro- Powereof 
vide for a registry of voters, to prescribe the manner of conduct- «*®*'^o°«- 
ing the elections, the form of certificates, the nature of the evi- 
dence to be required in case of a dispute as to the right of any 

« 

person to vote, and generally to enact all laws necessary to carry 
this article into effect, and to prevent abuse, corruption and 
fraud in voting. 

Article IV. of Abiendments. Electors of this stale who. in Electors absent 

■' ' from the state 

time of war, are absent from the state in the actual military service iJn^^oUh^ 
of the United States, being otherwise qualified shall have a right allowed to vous. 
to vote in aU dections in the state for electors of president and vice- 
president of the United States, representatives in congress, and 
general officers of the state. The general assembly shall have 
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• 

full power to provide by law for carrying this article into effect; 
and untU such provision shall be made by laWy every su^Ji absent 
elector, on the day of such elections, may ddiver a written or 
printed ballot, with the names of the persons voted for thereon, 
and his christian and surname, and his voting residence in the 
state, ^written at length on the back thereof, to the officer commanding 
the regimetU or company to which he belongs; and aU such ballots, 
certified by such commanding officer to have been given by the 
elector whose name is wriUen thereon, and returned by such com- 
manding officer to the secretary of stale within the time prescribed by 
law for counting the votes in such elections, shaU be received and 
counted with the same effect as if given by such elector in open 
town, ward, or district meeting; and the derk of each town or city, 
until otherwise provided by law, shall within five days after any 
stxcft election, transmit to the secretary of state a certified list of the 
names of aU such electors on their respective voting-lists, 

ARTICLE V. 

Of the House of Representalives. 

Section 1. [Section 1 annulled by article XIII. of the 
amendments, November, 1909, and the following substituted.] 
Houae of repre- ffi^ housc of representatives shall never exceed one hundred 
bowconati- niembers, and shaU be constituted on the basis of population, 
always allowing one representative for a fraction exceeding half 
the ratio; btU each town and city shall always be entitled to at 
least one member; and no town or city shall have more than one- 
fourth of the whole number of members. The general assembly 

SiuUoL "''''*' ^'^Vf ^f^ ^'^y ^*^^ census taken by the aiUhority of the United 
States or this state, re-apportion the representation in conformity 
wUh the foregoing provisions. As soon as this amendment goes 
into effect, the general assembly shall divide each town and city 
into as many districts as His entitled to representalives, and after 
each census, or as occasion may require, the general assembly 
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may so divide each town and city, and one represenUUive shall 
be elected from each district by the qualified electors thereof. StLch 
district shall be as nearly equal in population and as compact in 

m 

territory as possible. 

Sec. 2. The house of representatives shall have authority ^^^*®*'^**" 
to elect its speaker, clerks and other officers. The senior mem- NSr^JSTtMrn- 
ber from the town of Newport, if any be present, shall preside mim. °'''°** 
in the organization of the house. 



ARTICLE VI. 

Of the Senate. 
Section 1. The senate shall consist of the lieutenant- senate u how 

constituted. 

governor and of one senator from each town or city in the state. 

[Sections 2 and 3 annulled by article XIV. of the amend- 
ments, November, 1909, and the following substituted.] 

Article XIV. op Amendments, Section 1. The lieutenant- PremdiMoffi. 

cer, and hiB 

governor shall preside in the senate and in grand committee. The "«*** *** ^****- 
presiding officer of the senate and grand committee shall have a 
right to vote in case of equal division, but not otherwise. 
Sec. 2. //, by reason of death, resignation, absence, or other May elect a 

presiding 

cause, the lieutenant-governor is not present, to preside in the officer, when. 
senate, the senate shaU elect one of their ovm members to preside 
during smJi absence or vacancy; and until such dection is made 
by the senate, the secretary of state shall preside. The presiding 
officer of the senate shall preside in grand committee and in joint 
assembly. 

Sec 4. The secretary of state shall, by virtue of his office, 
be secretary of the senate, unless otherwise provided by law, 
and the senate may elect such other officers as they may deem 
necessary. 
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ARTICLE VIII. 



Election of 
general officers 
and members 
of assembly. 



InosfMeity or 
failure of elec- 
tion. 



Of Elections. 

[Sections 1 to 9 annulled by article XL of the amendments, 
November, 1900; sections three to eleven of said article XL 
are as follows.] 

[Section 2 of article XL of amendments annulled by article 
XVL of amendments, November, 1911, and the following sub- 
stituted:] 

Article XVI of Amendments, Section 1. The governor, 
lieutenarU-govemor, secretary of state, attamey-generaly general 
treasurer, and senators and ^representatives in the general assembly 
shall be elected at town, wardy and district meetings on the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday in November biennially, commencing 
A. D, 1912, and shall severally hold (heir offices for two years from 
the first Tuesday of January next succeeding their election, and 
until their siuxessors are elected and qualified. 

Sec. 3. When the govemor-dect shall die, remove from the 
state, refuse to serve, become insane, or be otherwise incapacitated, 
the lieuienant-govemor-elect shaU be qualified as governor at the 
beginning of the term for which he nxw elected. When both the 
governor and lieutenantrgovemor-elect, or either the lieutenant-- 
governor, secretary of state, attorney-general, or general treasurer- 
elect are so incapacitated, or when there has been a failure to elect 
any one or more of the officers mentioned in this section, the general 
assembly shall upon its organization meet in grand committee 
and elect some person or persons to fill the offi/^e or offices, as the 
case may be, for which siu:h incapacity exists, or as to which such 
failure to elect occurred. When the general assembly shall elect 
any of said officers becauM of the failure of any person to receive a 
plurality of the votes ca^t, the election in each case shall be made 
from the persons who received the same and largest number of votes. 



*See Article XIII of Amendments adopted Nov., 1909, and Chapter 9 of the General 
Laws as amended by Sec. 3 of Chapter 640, Public Laws. 
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Sec. 4. // the offices of governor and lietUenant-govemor be offiST^ Mwr- 
both vacant J by reason of death or otherwise, they shaU be fUled tem^'t-gove'r- 

nor, how filled. 

by the general assembly in grand committeej and the acting governor 
shall, if the general assembly is not then in session, call a special 
session thereof for thai purpose wUhin twenty days after both 
of said offi/xs become vacant if a stated session is not sooner to 
occur. 
Sec. 5. In case of a vacancy in the office of secretary of state, vacancies in 

EBneral offices, 
„ „ , ^, „ J ^..jy , y owfilled. 

assembly in grand committee shall elect some person to fill the same: 
Provided, that if such vacancy occurs when the general assembly is 
not in session the governor shall appoint some person to fill such 
vacancy until a successor elected by the general assembly is qualified 
to act. 

Sec. 6. When a senator or representative elect shall die, remove vacancies in 

general assem- 

from the state, refuse to serve, become insane, or be otherwise in- p^ or incapao- 

" " ' ity, how filled. 

capacitated, or when at an election for any senator or representative 
no person shall receive a plurality of the votes cast, a new election 
shall be held. A vacancy in the senate or house of representatives 
shall be filled at a new election. The general assembly shall 
provide by general law for the holding of such elections at such 
times as to insure that each town and city shall be fully represented 
in the general assembly during the whole of every session thereof so 
far as is practicable. Every person elected in accordance with 
this section shall hold his office for the remainder of the term or 
for the full term, as the case may be, of the office which he is elected 
to fill, and until his successor is elected and qualified. 
Sec. 7. In elections by the general assembly in grand com- Elections in 

grand com- 

rmttee the person receiving a majority of the votes shall be elected. jSii^J^v^.™*" 
Every person elected by the general assembly to fill a vacancy, or 
pursuant to section 3 of this article, shall hold his office for the 
remainder of the term or for the full term, as the ca«e may be, and 
until his successor is elected and qualified. 
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Quorum of 
gnuxd oom- 
mittee. 



Present officers 
to hold office, 
until when. 



Election under 
amendment. 



Sec. 8. A quoruin of the grand cammiUee shall consist of a 
majority of all the members of the senate and a majority of all 
the members of the hoiise of representatives dtdy assembled pur- 
siLant to an invitation from one of said bodies which has been 
accepted by the other, and the acceptance of which has been comn 
municated by message to the body in which siu:h invitaUon origi- 
nated, and each house shall be attended by its secretaries and clerks. 
No act or business of any kind shall be done in grand committee 
other than thai which is distirhcUy specified in the irmtaiion by 
virtue of which such grand committee is assembled, except to take 
a recess or to dissolve: Provided, that the grand committee may 
appoint a sitb-committee of its own members to count any ballots 
delivered to it and report the resuU of such count. 

Sec. 9. The governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of stale, 
aUorney-general, general treasurer, and senators and representa- 
tives in the general assembly in office when this cmiendment goes 
itUo effect shall continue to hold their offices, wilh the powers 
and duties and subject to the limitations prescribed therein for 
like officers, unlit (he first Tuesday in January, A, D. 1902, and 
until their successors are elected and qualified. Vacancies in 
their number from any cause shall be filled in the manner which 
is prescribed by law at the time of their occurrence. All officers 
who by the provisions of this amendment are continued in office 
beyond the staled time for which they were elected or appointed 
shall receive a pro rata compensation for their increased term of 
service based upon the compensation provided for in tiiis amend- 
ment or by law. 

Sec. 10. The first election of officers named in the next pre- 
ceding section under this amendment shall be held upon the Tuesday 
next after the first Monday in November, A, D, 1901, The town, 
ward, and district meetings therefor shall be warned and conducted, 
and (he result thereof determined, authenticaled, and declared in 
the manner at thai time prescribed by law, and the persons then 
elected shall hold their offices from the said first Tuesday in Jan- 
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vary, A. D. 1902, and ihereafter until their successors are elected 
and qualified. 

Sec. 11. The general assembly shall provide by law for the of regutntion. 
registration necessary to qualify persons to vote at said first elec- 
tion, which registration shaU dose on the last day of June, A, D, 
1901, and after the adoption of this amendment no person of 
whom registration is or may be required by law shall be permitted 
to vote unless his name shall have beefl registered in the town or 
city where he resides on or before the last day of June next pre- 
ceding the time of his voting. For all elections by the people 
held before said Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, 
A. D. 1901, the qualificaiions of the electors shall be such a>s 
were required by the constitution and laws existing at the time 
of the adoption of this amendment. 

Sec. 10. [Section 10 annulled by article X. of the amend- 
ments, November, 1893, and the following substituted.] 

In all elections held by the people for state, city, town, ward, ^^^1°^^ 
or district oflcers, the person or candidate receiving the largest ^^^^ ^® 
number of votes cast shaU be declared elected. 
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General provisions concerning elections. 



BLBCnON lAWB. 



13 



CHAPTER 6. 



Of the Rights and Qualifications of Voters. 



Gen. Laws, 
1896, Chap. 6. 



Section 

1. Classification of voters as 

registered and unregistered 
and their rights to vote. 

2. Right to vote on real estate, 

situated in town other than 
that in which voter resides. 



Section 
3. Citizens of this state may ob- 
tain a judgment declaring 
their citisenship, residence, 
and domicile. 



Section 1. The two following classes of person have by the ciaanficauon of 

votera as regi»- 

constitution, the first as registered and the second as unregis- **'^^^"'*" 
tered voters, a right to vote in the election of all civil officers and "^ 
on all questions in all legally organized town, ward, or district 
meetings: — 

Fir^y Every male citizen of the United States of the age of Registered 
twenty-one yeasn who has bad his residence and home m this ^t^i^^' 

property 

state for two years and in the town or city in which he may voters. 

^ ^ ^ Pub. Laws. 808. 

offer to vote six months next preceding the time of his voting, J»°- 23, iwi. 

and whose name shall be registered in the town or city where he 

resides on or before the last day of June next preceding the time 

of his voting: Provided, that no person shall at any time be cons. r. i.. Art. 

VII., of aznend- 

allowed to vote in the election of the city council of any city, Yl^'iH'kA^* 
or upon any proposition to impose a tax or for the expenditure 
of money in any town or city, unless he shall within the year 
next preceding have paid a tax assessed upon his property 
therein valued at least at one hundred and thirty-four dollars. 
Second, Every male citizen .of the United States of the age of Real estate 

voters. 

twenty-one years who has had his residence and home in this Coos. r. i.. 

Art. II., sec. 1, 

state for one year and in the town or city in which he may claim }| g- J- |g 
a right to vote six months next preceding the time of voting, 
and who is really and truly possessed in his own right of real 
estate in such town or city of the value of one hundred and 
thirty-four dollars over and above all incumbrances, or which 
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shall rent for seven dollars per annum over and above any 
rent reserved or the interest of any incumbrances thereon, being 
an estate in fee-«imple, fee-tail, for the life of any person, or an 
estate in revision or remainder, which qualifies no other person 
to vote, the conveyance of which estate, if by deed, shall have 
been recorded at least ninety days. 
tiSSto^'^tein Sec. 2. The following class of persons have, by the con- 
InT^R^n!^^' stitution, as imregistered voters, a right to vote in the election 

etc., upon real 

estote in an- of all general oflScers and members of the general assembly, in 
Cons. R. I.. Art. the town or city in which they shall have had their residence and 

11., Sec. 1. 

home for the term of six months next preceding the election: — 
Every male citizen of the United States, of the age of twenty- 
one years who has had his residence and home in this state for 
. one year, and shall own any such real estate within this state, 
but out of the town or city in which he resides, as is described in 
the second clause of the first section of this chapter, and who 
shall produce a certificate from the clerk of the town or city in 
which his estate lies, bearing date within ten days of the time 
of his voting, setting forth that such person has a sufficient 
estate therein to qualify him as a voter, and that the deed, if 
any, has been recorded ninety days. 
SkteXy ob?*^ Sec. 3. The superior court shall hear and determine peti- 
^nt^ ^MEiring tions of persous alleging themselves to be citizens, residents, and 
ship, residence domiciled inhabitants of this state, and prajdng a judicial 

and domicile. 

Pub. Laws, declaration of such citizenship, residence, and domicile. 

1459, April 23. '^^ 

^^^- Such petitions shall in all cases set forth the grounds upon 

C p. A., S 1208. 

which the application is based, and shall be supported by such 
evidence as the court shall deem necessary. They shall be filed, 
heard and determined in the county in which the i)etitioner 
claims residence, unless such residence be in the county of 
Bristol, in which case the said petition shall be filed, heard and 
determined in said court in Providence. 
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A copy of the petition, with notice of the time and place of 
hearing, shall be served on the attorney-general five days 
previous thereto, and he may appear and be heard thereon. 

CHAPTER 7. 

(As amended by Section 1, Chapter 640, Public Laws.) 

Of Boards of Canvassers and Registration and of the 

Registering, Listing, and Returning Lists of Voters 

AND OF Proof of their Qualification to Vote. 

Section 1. The secretary of state shall prepare and furnish ^^ to^rSl 
to the town clerks of the several towns and the several boards of S^ Jith*° 
canvassers and registration a book, to be entitled the Registry istraUon of 

votera. 

Book, which book shall be ruled under suitable headings to 
indicate the time when and the place where any person, native- 
bom, desiring to be registered, was bom; if the person was bom 
or has resided without the state, when he last came to reside 
within the state; and if he was bom or has resided without the 
town, when he last came to reside within the town; and the place 
in the town at which the person resided at the time of registering. 
Said registry book shall also be ruled under suitable headings 
to indicate the time when and the place where any i)erson of 
foreign birth or parentage, desiring to be registered, was bom; 
when and where he landed in the United States; the date when 
he last came to this state; the date when he last came to the 
town; where and when and by what court naturaUzed; when, 
where, and by what court, was father naturalized; and the place, 
street and number in the town at which the person resided at 
the time of registering. 

Boards of Canvassers and Registration. 

Sec. 2. There shall be a board of canvassers and registra- 
tion in each of the cities of Providence and Pawtucket, consisting 
of three members, each of whom hereafter elected shall hold 
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office for the tenn of three years from the first Monday of March 



Boards of can- 
vaaaenand 

Provident' succeeding the date of his election and until his successor is 

and Paw- 

edited ^^^ elected and qualified. One member of each of said boards shall 

be elected in joint convention by the city council of the respect- 
ive cities at the time of the election of city officers in each year. 
In case any person elected as a member of said board shall 
decline to serve or neglect to qualify, or a vacancy shall occur in 
said board for any cause, said office or vacancy shall be filled by 
the city council in like manner for the term of said office or 
unexpired term. 
bSSSTa^d**^^ Sec. 3. Said boards shall each elect one member as presid- 
quonim. j^^ officcr, and another member as clerk thereof : Provided^ that 

in the city of Pawtucket said clerk shall be designated at the 
time of his election by the city council in joint convention. 
Said officers shall perform all the duties of presiding officers 
and clerks of boards of canvassers, respectively. One member 
of each of said boards shall be a quorum for the purpose of 
receiving registration, and two members shall be a quorum for 
all purposes. 
bSJSwhen"'**' Sec. 4. The boards of canvassers and registration of the 
regirtSSon" citics of Providcncc and Pawtucket shall have an office in their 

respective cities which shall be open for the purposes of registra- 
tion at the times required by law, and in the city of Providence 
on all other secular days when the board is not elsewhere en- 
gaged in the performance of its duties. 
Salary of mem- Sec. 5. The mcmbcrs of the board of canvassers and regis- 

bera of Provi- ° 

Md^iiriSl?i»- tration of the city of Providence shall each receive from said 

city a salary of twenty-five hundred dollars per annum, payable 
monthly, and such further sum as the city council of said city 
may, from time to time, determine, in full compensation for all 
duties imposed by law upon said board. Said board may 
employ such clerical assistance as it may deem necessary in the 
discharge of its duties, and agree with such clerks for their com- 
pensation, which said salary and compensation shall be paid 



sistanoe. 
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out of the city treasury : Provided, however, that said board shall 
not authorize the payment of compensation to any of its clerks 
in excess of the sum of one thousand dollars per annum, imless 
such compensation shall have been approved by the city council 
of said city; and provided, further, that the aggregate amount 
agreed to be paid for such compensation shall not exceed the 
sum of three thousand dollars in any one year, unless a greater 
sum shall be appropriated therefor by said city council. 
Sec. 6. The members of the board of canvassers and regis- CompenaaUon 

of membera of 

tration of the city of Pawtucket shall receive such compensation £5^5*°^®* 
as the city council shall determine. Said board may hire 
necessary clerical assistance and fix the compensation thereof, 
subject to the approval of the city council. 
Sec. 7. The boards of canvassers and registration in the Members of 

such boards 

cities of Providence and Pawtucket shall not retain to their own °o* *? ^^, 

oerUun fees for 

use any of the fees now allowed by law to recording and cer- **»«*' o^"~- 
tifying officers, but shall charge and collect the statutory fees 
for any record, certificate, or copy required by law to be made 
by said board, and shall pay over the same on the first business 
day of every month to the city treasurer of the respective city: 
Provided, that said boards shall furnish, as now required by law, 
certified copies of any list of qualified electors in any repre- 
sentative-district, ward, or voting-district in said city on pay- 
ment of the sum of one dollar for each such certified list, which 
sums shall also be paid into the city treasury of said cities as 
above provided. 
Sec. 8. Said boards of canvassers and registration shall have such boards to 

have charge of 

charge of and receive the registration of persons entitled by law ^^^Sd ?L 
to vote in their respective cities upon being registered, and shall S5?•cSJS^ 
prepare the voting-lists of all persons qualified to vote in the ^° °*^ 
several representative-districts, wards, and voting-districts in 
said cities, respectively, and shall correct, add to, classify, can- 
vass, post, publish and deliver the same, and perform all the 
other duties required by law of city, representative-district and 
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Such boards to 
make certain 
retunu. 



voting-district clerks in relation to the registration and can- 
vassing of voters and to all other matters relating thereto. 

Sec. 9. All returns or other things required by law to be 
made or furnished to or by city clerks, boards of canvassers, and 
district clerks, relative to the matters within the purview of 
chapters seven and eight, shall be made and furnished to and by 
said boards. 

Sec. 10. Sidd boards shall have all the powers, duties and 
^ liabitity to obligations, and the members thereof in their several capacities 

penalties. 

shall be individually liable to the same fines, penalties and for- 
feitures, provided by law, as city clerks, ward clerks, boards of 
canvassers, and clerks of boards of canvassers, relative to the 
matters within the purview of chapters seven and eight. 



General powers 
of membem of 



Who may act 
as boards of 
canvassers in 
the several 
cities and 
towns. 



Town clerks to 
act as clerks of 
canvassers, ex- 
cept in Provi- 
dence and Paw- 
tucket. 



Boards of can- 
vassers may 
administer 
oaths, compel 
attendance of 
witnesses, se- 
cure certain 
evidence, and 
punish for con- 
tempt. 



Boards of Canvassers. 

Sec. 11. The boards of canvassers and registration of cities 
and towns in which such boards are or shall be established, the 
city council of the city of Cranston, the boards of aldermen of all 
other cities, and the town councils of all other towns, shall be 
boards of canvassers of voters in their respective cities and towns 
and of the voters in the representative-districts, wards, and 
voting-districts in such cities and towns. 

Sec. 12. The town clerks in cities and towns in which boards 
of canvassers and registration are not established shall act as 
clerks of boards of canvassers in their respective towns, and shall 
produce to said boards, in their respective towns, such returns, 
docmnents, and records as may be required by them for the per- 
formance of their duties. 

Sec. 13. The members of the boards of canvassers are here- 
by severally authorized to administer oaths, and said boards, 
in all cases of every nature pending before them, are hereby 
authorized and empowered to summon witnesses by subpoena 
signed by the clerk thereof, and to compel such witnesses to 
attend and testify in the same maimer as witnesses are compelled 
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to appear and testify in any court; and aaid boards are authorized 
to compel the production of all papers, books, documents, 
records, certificates, or other legal evidence that may be neces- 
sary or proper for the determination and decision of any question 
or the discharge of any duty required by law of said boards, by 
issuing a subpoena duces tecum, signed by their clerk; and every 
person disobeying any such writ shall be adjudged as in con- 
tempt, and said boards may punish aay contempt of their 
authority in like manner as contempt may be punished by any 
court, and said boards may, at any meeting holden for the pur- 
pose of canvassing the voting-lists, examine under oath the 
person whose right to vote is disputed or any other person, and 
may receive any other evidence that such boards may deem 
necessary, respecting the right of any person to have his name 
upon the registry, or to vote, and shall decide upon the same. 
Every person refusing to answer upon such examination shall 
be fined not less than twenty-five dollars, nor more than three Pe^^ties. 
hundred dollars, for such refusal. No evidence elicited in such 
examination shall be used against the person so examined in any 
criminal prosecution against him, except a prosecution for 
perjury in such examination. Any person who shall wilfully 
swear falsely in any proceeding, matter, or hearing before said 
boards or any of them shall be deemed guilty of the crime of 
perjury. 
Sec. 14. Every officer required to perform any duty under Penalties for 

neglect of duty. 

the provisions of chapters seven and eight, who shall refuse or 
wilfully neglect to perform such duty, shall be fined not ex- 
ceeding five hundred dollars or be imprisoned not exceeding six 
months, unless a punishment for such offense is therein other- 
wise provided. 

Registration op Voters. 

Sec. 15. Every person, who is or within a year may be 
qualified to vote, upon being registered in any town or city, other 
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than the cities of Providence and Pawtucket, shall go to the town 
clerk of the town in which he resides, and in the said cities of 
Providence and Pawtucket shall go to the board of canvassers 
and registration in the city in which he resides, and shall, 
annually within the year ending on the last day of June register 
his name and thereby certify to the truth of the facts stated in 
the appropriate heads in such registry. Every person who shall 
knowingly make any false certificate in registering his name in 
any such registry book shall be fined not exceeding fifty dollars 
or be imprisoned not exceeding sixty days: Provided j that 
before any person's name shall be placed upon the voting-list, 
if such person shall be of foreign birth, he shall file proof, at 
least five days before any meeting of the board of canvassers 
with the town clerk or with the clerk of the board of canvassers 
and registration, as the case may be, that he is a citizen of the 
United States, and such proof shall be subject to the approval 
of the board of canvassers of the town or city wherein such 
person shall claim the right to vote. 

Sec. 16. The several town clerks and boards of canvassers 
and registration shall annually place upon the voting-list the 
names of the several persons who have previously been upon 
the voting-list, according to the provisions of this chapter, 
against whom a property-tax to the amount of one dollar or 
upwards shall have been assessed; and such persons need not 
register their names annually as is required of persons not pay- 
ing a property-tax. 

Sec. 17. If the name of any person who shall not be entitled 
to vote as aforesaid shall be wilfully or fraudulently added to the 
voting-Ust, or if the name of any person who should be retained 
thereon, shall be wilfully or fraudulently stricken from the 
list, every member of the board of canvassers wilfully or fraud- 
ulently concurring therein shall be fined not less than one hun- 
dred dollars and not more than five hundred dollars. 
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Sec. 18. In the city of Providence and in the city of Paw- AaseMpre of 

•^ '' Providenoe and 

tucket, the assessors of taxes shall annually, on or before the dSwwto*^ 
fifteenth day of September, certify and deliver to the board of vaaBer^M^u- 

ally, copy of 

canvassers and registration of their respective cities a copy of the ux-aMeaement. 
tax-assessment of such city, which copy shall in addition 
specify the residence by street and number of each person 
resident in said city by them assessed, or the street location of 
the land assessed, in case the residence of the owner cannot be 
ascertained. 

Sec. 19. Every clerk making any false entry or certificate of J|JJ^*^Jj ^ 
any fact required to be entered or certified under the provisions *^^®'^- 
of this chapter, shall be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars 
o/ imprisoned not exceedmg six months. 

Sec. 20. The proof of the registry of a person in a town other Proof required 

when a voter 

than that in which he shall offer to vote shall be the certificate <*«»«» *© vote 

in a town other 

of the town clerk of the town or the clerk of the board of can- J^whi^he^'^ 

vassers and registration of the city in which he is registered. "**" ^ ' 

Sec. 21. The proof of the payment of taxes upon real estate SSStoftSJfa 

or personal property shall be the certificate of the collector of tax coUector or 

town treasurer. 

taxes or of the town treasurer; and the receipt or returns of the 
collector of taxes shall be sufficient evidence for the purpose of 
procuring the certificate of the town treasurer. In case of a 
highway tax, when by law the same may be paid, whether in 
money or labor, to a surveyor of highways, the receipt of such 
surveyor shall be sufficient evidence of such payment for the 
purpose of procuring the certificate of the collector of taxes or 
of the town treasurer. 
Sec. 22. No person who claims the right to vote upon the p^o^ <>' <*«- 

^ or payment re- 

payment of a tax or taxes assessed against him upon property, JS^^SlST 

r tj •! t *A -xi-' A-L* vote for city 

for aldermen or common councilmen of any city within this council or on 

. . monetary 

state, or upon any proposition to impose a tax oifor the expendi- propoduon. 
ture of money in any town or city, shall by the boards of can- 
vassers be admitted to vote for said officers or upon said propo- 
sitions, unless upon the production of a certificate from the 



22 EUBCnON LAWS. 

collector of taxes, town treasurer, or clerk of the town or city 
in which he resides, that before the sixth day preceding the day 
of such voting he has paid such tax assessed against him therein 
for and within such year. 
refu«ato*fur- Sec. 23. Every town clerk, collector of taxes, or other 
of u^pay-^* officer authorized to receive the taxes or give the certificates, as 



ment. 



hereinbefore provided, who shall wilfully refuse to grant the 
certificate therein prescribed to any person demanding the same 
and legally entitled thereto, or shall wilfully and fraudulently 
grant such certificate to any person not legally entitled thereto, 
shall be fined one hundred dollars for each and every offence; 
and in all cases, the return of said collector, town treasurer, or 
town clerk shall be deemed evidence of the payment of the said 
tax or taxes. 
Prov&Me Sec. 24. The several town clerks shall be in their respective 

town clerks to' offiocs, except in the cities of Providence and Pawtucket, for the 

attend to re«- 

iatration. puTpose of attending to the registration of voters, for the three 

secular days next preceding and including the last secular day 
of June in each year, and there to remain from nine o'clock in 
the forenoon until one o'clock in the afternoon, and from two 
o'clock to nine o'clock in the afternoon; and shall attend to such 
registration at such other times as persons may apply to be 
registered. » 

^^ £to ?f 8*<^- 25. Every town or district clerk or clerk of a board of 
^°**"- canvassers and registration, upon payment or tender of his 

legal fees, which shall be the same for each, shall furnish to any 
one demanding the same, a certified copy of any list of voters 
whose votes have been given in at any election, 
certified c<]y>y Sbc. 26. Evcry town clerk and every clerk of a board of 

of reswtration 

of voten and canvasscrs and registration shall, upon like payment or tender, 

other reconia. 

furnish to any person demanding the same, a certified copy of 
any registration of voters, and every town clerk shall also, upon 
request of any person and tender of legal fees, and without any 
unreasonable delay, examine the records and certify to the 
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estate of any person, and shall furnish copies of any instrument 
or writing which may be on record or in the files of his ofiice. 
Sec. 27. Every officer authorized to receive taxes shall, upon who to furmBh 

" ' '^ lists of persona 

like request and payment or tender, and without unreasonable jSL^'^JJa X^^ 
delay, furnish to any elector a certified list of those who have S^ux^- ** 
paid to him state and town taxes, and the amounts and times 
of such payments; and shall grant certificates setting forth 
whether a certain person has or has not paid to him such taxes, 
and, if paid, to what amount and at what time; and every such 
officer who shall refuse to furnish or unreasonably delay in 
furnishing such lists or certificates, upon payment or tender PeniJtyior 

refuflu to so 

as aforesaid, shall, for every such offence, be fined not less than '*>'"^- 
twenty-five dollars nor more than two hundred dollars. 

Sec. 28. Every officer authorized to receive taxes, shall Tax receivers 

to present to 

present to the board of canvassers, at every meeting for the ^SJwiiiLte'of 

purpose of canvassing, alphabetical lists of all persons registered I^'wh^havr 

on or before the last day of June next preceding in their respect- 

tive towns and cities, who shall have paid such officer their 

taxes, specifying the amount paid by each and the time when 

such payment was made, and that the tax was assessed upon 

property which has not been before presented; except that in the 

cities of Providence and Pawtucket such officer shall present 

such lists to the board of canvassers and registration at such 

dates as shall be required in writing by said board, which lists 

shall contain the residence of each person thereon by street and 

number. 

Sec. 29. Every officer authorized«to receive taxes, neglect- nS'^^i^re- 
ing or refusing to make such return to the board of canvassers \^^J!^l^^^ 
or to the board of canvassers and registration as aforesaid, shall, 
for every such offence, be fined not less than one hundred dollars 
nor more than one thousand dollars. 
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CHAPTER 8. 

(As Amended by Section '2, Chapter 640, Public Laws.) 

Of Canvassing the Rights and Correcting the Lists of 

Voters. 

b^of^^^of Section 1. The boards of canvassers of the several towns 
S3k?^"ot- and cities shall hold a meeting on the Tuesday next after the 

ing-Usts. 

first Monday in September in every year, and shall make out 

correct alphabetical lists: — 
^"S^tstoto First, Of all persons qualified, or who may become qualified, 
JStere^*^ to vote generally, to wit: Of all persons entitled to vote under 

quired. 

article second, section first, of the constitution, and also of all 

persons who are or may be entitled by registry to vote in their 

respective towns; distinguishing the persons registered who are 

not entitled to vote under article second, section first, of the 

constitution; 

S^reS*t«tote Second, Separately from such lists, correct alphabetical lists 

propertT**"** of all persons entitled, or who may become entitled, to vote upon 

distiiiKuSiiDg * any proposition to impose a tax or to expend money in their 

SS«^m respective towns, to wit: Of all persons entitled to vote under 

those who have ^^^j^j^ gecond, scctiou first, of the constitution, and of every 

person entitled, or who may become entitled, to vote by the 

payment of a tax assessed within the year preceding, upon his 

property in such town valued at least at one hundred and thirty 

four dollars, or on whose property, valued as aforesaid, a tax 

has been assessed and not paid; distinguishing in the said list, 

as hereinbefore provided, those who are not entitled to vote 

under article second, section first, of the constitution, and also 

those, so distinguished, who have not paid the taxes assessed as 

aforesaid. 

Sec. 2. Said boards of canvassers shall also, at said annual 
meeting on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in Septem- 
ber, canvass and make up separate voting-lists for their respect- 
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ive cities, towns, wards, representative-districts, and voting- b« p?Srid«i iSr 
districts, which said lists shall contain the alphabetical lists ^ntativ^-diT 



. , , . t'ict and vot- 

provided for in section one of this chapter and also the residence ing-diatnct, 

-*^ aod posted in 

of each person thereon by street and number, so far as the same p"*>^°pJ»«»- 
can be ascertained and described from the registry book men- 
tioned in section one of chapter seven, and from such other evi- 
dence as the several boards of canvassers may require in the case 
of any name on said lists. Said lists shall be, by the town and 
city clerks, printed and posted up in at least three public places 
in such towns as are not divided into representative-districts or 
into voting-districts; and in towns and cities divided into repre- 
sentative-districts and not into voting-districts, in at least three 
public places in each representative-district or ward; and in 
towns and representative-districts divided into voting-districts, 
in at least three public places in each voting-district; and in the 
office of the town and city clerk, at least twenty days before the 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November; except that 
in the cities of Providence and Pawtucket, the lists provided to ^°f J®. ^ . 

' '^ posted in Provi- 

be printed and posted up by the city clerk shall be printed and SSSt^^ ^*'^" 
posted up in the several voting-districts by the boards of can- % 
vassers and registration in each of said cities, and in the office 
of the board of canvassers and registration in each of said cities. 
Said lists shall be open to the examination of any qualified 
elector at all reasonable times. 
Sec. 3. Said boards of canvassers may meet and canvass Board of can- 

vaasen may 

the voting-lists of any representative-district or districts or ^^^^^ 
ward or wards or voting-district or districts in any representar St&r w>S^ 

.• j»A*^ 1 x» t»A»j^ X j_i_ • ft* xi- venient times. 

tive-distnct, ward, or votmg-distnct, or at theu* office or other 
place designated as aforesaid, at any convenient time or times, 
on the same day or different days, not inconsistent with the 
provisions of this chapter. 

Sec. 4. Said boards of canvassers shall hold their last meet- 
ing not more than seven nor less than three days preceding the 
Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in each year 
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to further correct and add to the voting-lists, and shall also 
meet not more than seven nor less than three days prior to any 
other general or special election to further correct and add to 
and complete the voting-lists; and notice of the time and place 
of such meeting shall be given, for at least ten days previous 
thereto, by posting up notices thereof in three or more public 
places in every town not divided into representative-districts 
or voting-districts, and in other towns and cities in each repre- 
sentative-district, and one in each ward, and voting-district, 
and one in the town or city clerk's office, and by publication in 
one or more newspapers published in each town or city if any 
there be. City and town clerks, immediately upon issuing 
notices for any called town, ward, representative-district or 
voting-district meeting, or for any special election, shall notify 
the board of canvassers thereof. 

Sec. 5. Every person who shall unlawfully take down, de- 
face or destroy any list of voters posted up as aforesaid, shall 
be fined three hundred dollars or be imprisoned three months. 

Sec. 6. Said boards of canvassers in the several towns and 
cities shall, unless otherwise provided by law, transfer the names 
of electors who shall have removed from one ward into another, 
or from one representative-district into another, or from one 
voting-district into another, to the voting-list of the ward or 
representative-district or voting-district in which they reside 
at the time of canvassing such lists. 

Sec. 7. Said boards of canvassers shall, at their several 
meetings, correct the lists, and add to the lists of voters the 
names of all persons qiialified to vote whose names shall not be 
on the list of voters. 

Sec. 8. No name shall be stricken from any voting-lists by 
any board of canvassers, unless proof shall be presented to said 
board that such name is the name of a person not qualified to 
vote, or who may not be qualified according to the provisions of 
iids title. 
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Sec. 9. Upon the request in writing oi the board of can- ^SSctoS****" 
vassers of any city or town, the chief of police, or town sergeant, by pouoe. 
as the case may be, shall cause a census to be made of the 
qualified electors of such city of town, or any representative or 
voting-district or districts therein, specifying, if possible, the 
street and number of each such elector's residence, and shall 
forthwith furnish such original census or a certified copy thereof 
to said board. Such chief of poUce or town sergeant shall 
furnish to said board, upon request in writing, such information 
as said board may require concerning the residence and right 
to vote of any person whose name appears upon the registry 
book of said city or town or upon any voting-list thereof. 

Sec. 10. If any board of canvassers, at any meeting holden Board of can- 
for the purpose of correcting the lists of voters as hereinbefore orremSJSS* 
provided, shall willfully and fraudulently place upon the list SS^iLt^™ "^^^ 
of voters the name of any person who is not entitled to vote, or to penalty. 
if it shall willfully and fraudulently reject or refuse to add to 
said list, or shall erase or cause to be erased from said list, the 
name of any person entitled to vote, every member of such 
board so offending shall be fined not less than one hundred dol- 
lars and not more than five hundred dollars. 

Sbc. 11. Whenever the board of canvassers of any town or Right of peti- 
city, except of the city of Providence, at any meeting holden court in caae 

name is wrong- 

for the purpose of canvassing the rights and correcting the lists [^t^^ <>' 
of voters, shall reject, or shall cause to be erased from the voting- ^°^°«*^*- 
lists, the name of any person qualified to vote, the person whose 
name said board of canvassers has rejected, or erased from said 
list, may file his petition in the supreme court, settmg forth his 
residence, his qualifications, and such other facts in connection 
with the rejection, or erasure of his name from such list, as he 
may deem material, and praying that his name be added to 
said list. 

Sbc. 12. Upon the filing of said petition the supreme court 
shall, upon application, forthwith cause the members and clerk 
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of said board of caavassers to be cited to appear before said 
court, at a time and place to be named in said citation, to show 
cause why the prkyer of said petitioner should not be granted. 

Sec. 13. If, upon hearing, said court shall find that the 
name of said petitioner is not entitled to be placed or to remain 
upon said voting-list, said petition shall be dismissed. If, 
however, said court shall find that the name of said petitioner is 
entitled to be placed upon such voting-list, the said court shall, 
by decree, order such name to be placed upon said list. A copy 
of such decree shall be filed with the clerk of the board of can- 
vassers, and thereupon said clerk shall, without action on the 
part of said board, place said name on said voting-list. 

Sec. 14. The lists of voters so corrected shall be, by said 
boards of canvassers, certified by their respective presiding 
ofiScers, and on the same day, except in the city of Pawtucket, 
shall be delivered to the respective town and city clerks. 

Sec. 15. From the Usts so corrected, and before the time 
fiixed for any election, the clerk of each town and city, except in 
the city of Pawtucket where the board of canvassers of said city 
shall dehver to the moderator of the town meeting or repre- 
sentative-district meeting, or voting-district meeting or ward 
meeting to be held therein, separate certified lists of the voters 
qualified to vote at each of such meetings. 

Sec. 16. Every member of the board of canvassers and 
every other person entrusted with any corrected lists of voters 
who shall willfully neglect to deliver such hst as required by 
law, shall be fined not exceeding five himdred dollars. 

Sec. 17. The boards of canvassers, in case they shall have 
entered on said lists the names of all persons retiuned to them 
by said town or city clerks, shall not be held answerable for 
any omission in said lists, nor for refusing to place on said lists 
the name of any person omitted in the lists to them delivered as 
aforesaid, unless at one of their said meetings they shall be 
furnished with sufiScient evidence of such omission, and of the 
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Votes on ad- 



qualificatioDS as a voter of the person whose name is omitted. 

Sec. 18. The respective town clerks, and the clerks of the mitting or re- 
boards of canvassers and registration, shall record the votes of ol^v^^lbe 

recorded by 

the members of the board of canvassers upon admitting or cierk of board 

of canvaasers. • 

rejecting the name of any person from the list of voters, when- 
ever they shall be requested thereto by any member of said 
board, or by any qualified elector of said town or city, present 
at the time of canvassing, a certified copy of which record shall 
be evidence of the facts therein stated; and for any willful neglect 
on the part of said clerk to make said record, whenever requested 
as aforesaid, he shall be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars. 

Sec. 19. Any person who shall at any time willfully and ^^Sii^ 
fraudulently add a name to any list of voters, or erase any name ing SfiM fiSL" 

voting-list. 

therefrom, after the same has been corrected and certified as 
aforesaid, shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars nor 
more than five himdred dollars. 

Sec. 20. The members of the boards of canvassers, and the compensation 
clerks of such boards in the several towns where no other pro- canvamera and 

their clerks. 

vision is made by law, shall be paid two dollars each, by their 
respective towns, for every day's attendance in the discharge 
of their duties; and the town clerks shall be paid, in addition, 
legal fees for making out and recording the several lists and 
returns in this chapter required. 
Sec. 21. The voting-districts as now respectively established votinj^-dis- 

tricts in certain 

in the towns of Coventry, Hopkinton, Johnston, Scituate, towns to re- 

'' 1 XT 1 1 1 main as now 

Smithfield, South Kingstown, and Tiverton, shall remain as at p2he« UbS^ 
present constituted, unless the same shall be hereafter changed 
by the board of canvassers of said towns respectively. The 
voting-districts now established in a town or city other than 
in the towns mentioned in this section are hereby abolished. 
Sec. 22. The board of canvassers of any town or city may. Power of 

boards of ran- 

on or before the tenth day of September in any year, divide or J[Jf^"^*°^'i^ 
redivide such town, or any representative-district in such town *"****• 
or city, into voting-districts. The board of canvassers of each 
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city shall, before the tenth day of September, m the year 1910, 
divide the representative-districts of such city which comprise 
parts of two or more wards, into voting-districts. No voting- 
district shall at any time comprise parts of two or more wards. 
Said board of canvassers upon the dividing or redividing of a 
representative-district shall give public notice of what repre- 
sentative-district have been divided or redivided into voting- 
districts by publication in some newspaper having a general 
circulation in said city or town, and shall post, for a period of 
forty days, a map in the office of said board or in the town clerk's 
office, as the case may be, showing the lines of said voting-dis- 
tricts, and shall at all times keep the same on file in their re- 
spective offices. 

CHAPTER 9. 

(As Amended by Section 3, Chapter 640, and Section 1 
AND 2, Chapter 781, Public Laws.) 

Of Elective Meetings. 

Town meeUncs SECTION 1. TowD meetings for puiposes of election shall be 

for election, 

aSd ^JSSid warned and organized as is or may be provided by law for the 
warning and organization of town meetings for other purposes, 
unless otherwise specially directed, and shall be held at the 
times by law appointed. 
Sr^etec^f"*" Sec. 2. Ward meetings in cities for like purposes shall be 
^d Jl^^iSluLd. warned and organized as is or may be by law, or by the charters 
of such cities provided, and shall be held at the times by law 
appointed; and the city clerk of the city of Providence shall, 
in the warrant calling such meetings, state the time of the rising 
of the sun on the days of such meetings: Provided^ that in the 
city of Pawtucket such meetings shall be warned by the board 
of canvassers and registration. 

Sec. 3. Representative-district meetings and voting-dis- 
trict meetings for the purposes of election shall be warned and 
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organized as is or may be by law provided, and notice of all such ^S^^^^il 

.» 1111 • 1 A^ 'I 1 11* • 1* trict meetings 

meetings shall be given by the city or town clerk issumg his for election, how 

warned and 

warrant, directed to the town sergeant or one of the constables organised. 
of such city or town, directing him to post, at least seven days 
before the day appointed for such meetings, written notifica- 
tions in three or more public places in each voting-district, and 
in each representative-district not divided into voting-districts, 
of the time when, and place where, such meeting is to be holden, 
and of the business required by law to be transacted therein, 
and stating in such warrant the time of the opening and closing 
of the polls at each elective meeting to be held in such city or 
town: Provided, that in the city of Pawtucket such notice shall 
be given and posted by the board of canvassers and registration. 
Sec. 4. The ofSicer charged with the service of said warrant offi<»r serving 

*=* warrant for 

shall, previous to said meetings, make return to the resi)ective SJSJ^tum to 

j'x'xii'ri^'j* "J X district clerks. 

district clerks of his domgs upon said warrant. 
Sec. 5. In the election of general officers, representatives in the election 

of certain oflS- 

in congress, and electors of president and vice-president of the j»". po"" to ^e 

*=* ' -^ * kept. oDen dur- 

United States, and of city officers of all cities, and in the election [^^*^| ^o^"?^. 
of senators and representatives in the general assembly, the 
town, ward, representative-district, and voting-district meet- 
ings of the several cities and towns shall be kept open for voting 
during the whole time of voting for the day. 
Sec. 6. Voting-district meetings in towns which are or may Boards of can- 

^ '^ " yassers to des- 

be divided into voting-districts for the purpose of election, and ISf^hSilSlT 

J. j»A'x L.' • XX* j'x'x i_»i_ elections. 

votmg-distnct meetmgs m representative-districts which are or 
may be divided into voting-districts for the purposes of election, 
and representative-district meetings in towns which are or may 
be divided into representative-districts which are not divided 
into voting-districts, shall be held within the respective dis- 
tricts by the electors thereof at the times by law appointed and 
at places designated by the board of canvassers of the respective 
cities and towns; and the moderator and clerk, when present, 
shall constitute a quorum of electors for the opening of the 
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polls for voting for all civil officers, except for moderator and 

clerk. 
rtite^eiicSSii ^^^' 7- ^ meeting of the electors of every town, represen- 
Tueadaynert tativc-district not dividcd into voting-districts, and of every 

after first Mon- 
day in Novcm- votmg-district shall be held annually on the Tuesday next after 

the first Monday in November at a place to be designated and 
furnished by the boards of canvassers of the respective towns 
and cities, at the expense of such towns and cities, respectively, 
for the purpose of organization, and voting for general officers, 
senators, and representatives in the general assembly, represen- 
tatives in congress, and electors of president and \ace-president 
of the United States, if to be chosen, and for such other officers 
as are to be chosen on that day. 

pSiSywi to S^^- ^' T^® officers of a representative-district not divided 
and™ierk? ' into voting-distrfcts, and of a voting-district, shall be a modera- 

duties and 

term of office, tor and a clerk. Such moderator shall preside in all meetings 

of his district until his successor is elected and qualified. He 
shall have the same authority in said meetings as moderators of 
town meetings have, and shall be subject to the same penalties 
for willful violation or neglect of duty. Such clerk shall keep 
a record of the proceedings of the meetings in his district, and, 
after a choice of officers in his district, shall, in writing duly 
certified, notify the town or city clerk thereof: Provided^ that 
in the cities of Providence and Pawtucket such notification shall 
be made to the board of canvassers and registration. 



SSbin uJ!^°* Sec. 9. All town meetings and elective meetings for the 
aSrSfore'than elcction of general officers, senators and representatives in the 



five hundred i i i • • 

voters. general assembly, representatives m congress, and electors of 

president and vice-president of the United States, shall be 
opened at t<?n o'clock in the forenoon and shall be continuously 
kept open for voting in towns having five himdred electors or 
upwards until five o'clock in the afternoon, and in towns hav- 
ing less than five hundred electors until three o'clock in the 
afternoon, except as hereinafter provided. 
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Sec. 10. (As amended by Section 1, Chapter 781, Public ^.l^'^oSlur'" 
Laws.) All elective meetings in the following named cities and and'^w^L.'^** 
• towns shall be opened: in the city of Providence, at sunrise; in 
the city of Newport, at half past six in the forenoon; in the city 
of Cranston, at six o 'clock in the forenoon ; in the cities of Central 
Falls, Pawtucket, and Woonsocket, and in the town of Burrill- 
ville, and North Providence, at eight o'clock in the forenoon; 
in the towns of Bristol, Cumberiand, East Providence, Lincoln, 
and Westeriy, at nine o'clock in the forenoon; and in the first 
representative district of the town of Warwick, at forty-five 
minutes after five o 'clock in the forenoon and in all other elective 
meetings in said town of Warwick, at eight o'clock in the fore- 
noon. 

Sec. 11. (As amended by Section 2, Chapter 781, Public Hour of doling 

^ "^ 7 r- 7 polls m certa'n 

Laws.) Elective meetings in the cities and towns hereinafter «tiesandtowiia. 
named shall be continuously kept open for voting, in the cities 
of Providence, Pawtucket, Central Falls, Cranston, and Woon- 
socket, and in the towns of Cumberland and Lincoln, until 
seven o'clock in the afternoon and no longer; in the city of 
Newport and town of Burrillville, until half-past six o'clock 
in the afternoon and no longer; in the towns of East Providence 
and Bristol, until eight o'clock in the afternoon and no longer; 
in the town of Warren, until half-past seven o 'clock in the after- 
noon and no longer; in the towns of Warwick and Westerly, 
until five o'clock in the afternoon and no longer; in the town of 
North Providence, until six o'clock in the afternoon and no 
longer. 
Sec. 12. The provisions of this chapter shall govern elective Provision b of 

this chapter to 

meetings held in accordance with the provisions of chapter gJJ^'^geid*"^" 
eleven, if and so far as they are applicable and not inconsistent gauot law?* 
with the provisions of said chapter eleven. 
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^.pt^: CHAPTER 10. 

March 21. 1901. 
14 R. I.. 267. 

17 R 1*391 ^^ '"^^ Manner of Conducting Elections. . 

25 R. I. 622. 

and oVhS'^rar SECTION 1. (As amended by Section 4, Chapter 640, Public 
?ro^id*' °^ Laws.) The city clerks of the several cities other than the 

cities of Providence and Pawtucket, and the boards of can- 
vassers and registration in said cities, and the town clerks of the 
several towns shall, at the expense of their respective cities and 
towns, furnish a sufficient number of ballot boxes and all other 
paraphernalia necessary for the conduct of elections for the 
voting-places in their respective cities and towns, and shall see 
that such boxes are kept in proper condition for use and that 
each voting-place is supplied with the required number of such 
boxes on the day of every town, ward, or district meeting held 
thereat. 
h^^ HJthow ^^^' 2- Said ballot-boxes shall have a sufficient opening in 

the top to receive the ballots, and shall in open town, ward, and 
district meeting, and before the balloting has commenced, be 
opened and exhibited to all present; after which they shall be 
kept closed and locked, and shall not by the moderator or war- 
den, nor by any other person whomsoever upon any pretext 
whatever, be opened until the balloting be completed, and shall 
be in charge of the moderators and wardens only. 



used. 



What votes to 



be received! Sec. 3. The uiodcrator or warden of any town, ward, or 

jected. district meeting shall receive the ballots of all persons whose 

13 R I 729 

names are upon the list of voters certified and delivered to him 

by the office designated by law, and shall reject the ballots of 

all persons attempting to vote whose names are not on said list. 

me^i*^reff!i;tion Sec. 4. Evcry moderator or warden whose duty it is to 

or^reccpuon o ^.^^^j^^ ballots, and every town ward, or district clerk, who shall 

reject the ballot of any voter whose name is on the town, ward, 
or district list, or who shall receive the ballot of any person whose 
name is not upon the town, ward, or district list, or who shall 
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place or permit to be placed in or abstract or permit to be 
abstracted from the ballot-box, or from the ballots during the 
counting thereof, any ballot, shall be fined not less than five 
hundred dollars nor more than one thousand dc^Iars or be 
imprisoned not less than one year nor more than five years, 
either or both, at the discretion of the court: Provided^ that 
nothing herein shall be construed to prevent the lawful de- 
positing of the ballot of such moderator, warden, or clerk. 

Sec. 6. Every voter shall at the time of voting announce voter to an- 
his name to the moderator or warden, who shall pronounce the SJSp tlTbe 
same aloud and cause it to be checked upon the voting-list ^^Labetore 

voting. 

by the clerk before the voter deposits his ballot or enters any 
voting-machine. 

Sec. 6. In voting by ballot every voter shall also hold in his voter to (iepo»- 
hand and deposit in said ballot-box his ballot or ballots in such ^^^ manner, 
a manner that said moderator and warden can distinctly see 
that he deposits but one ballot of a kind. 

Sec. 7. After the votii^ in any town, ward, or district or counting the 

^ "^ ' ' ballots. 

meeting shall be closed, the moderator or warden and the clerk j^^/aJJI'i 20, 

of such meeting shall in open meeting proceed to count the ^^^' 
ballots, and the moderator or warden shall annoimce the result. 

Sec. 8. The moderator or warden and clerk of such meet- 2^w°meet- 

ing shall make a record in ink, in a book to be provided for that b5f*whJ)ilr an5' 

whilt to con- 

piupose by the secretary of state : tain. 

Firsiy Of the date of such meeting; 

Second, Of the number of names checked upon the voting- 
list used at such meeting; 

Third, Of the number of votes cast thereat for each candidate, 
and for what office ; 

Fourth, Of the number of votes cast for and against any 
proposition of amendment of the constitution; and 

Fifth, Of the number of votes cast for and against any ques- 
tion which has been voted upon at said meeting, and shall 
each sign such record in ink. Said book shall in no case be 



36 ELECTION LAWS. 

enclosed in any package containing ballots, but shall be taken 
by the moderator or warden of said meeting, upon the adjourn- 
ment thereof, and be by him kept separate and apart from said 
ballots, where it will not be exposed to loss or destruction with 
them, and be by him delivered in person to the clerk of the town 
or city in which such meeting was held, within twelve hours 
after such record is made and signed. In case the ballots, or 
any of them, given in at such meeting are lost or destroyed, 
the record in such book shall be evidence of the matters therein 
contained and may be used in the same manner as such ballots 
might^have been by the board or council authorized to make the 
final count thereof. The record of each class of ballots shall be 
made in said book before they are sealed up as provided in this 
chapter. 

Saiwiu*** ^ ^^^' ^' W^^^ *^® counting of the ballots given in at such 
meeting is completed, and the result thereof has been announced, 
the moderator or warden and clerk shall forthwith seal up 
such ballots in open meeting, together with the certificate pro- 
vided for in section twelve of this chapter, by enclosing them in 
stout paper and binding the package with suitable cord or 

Method of aea]- twiuc and affixing to the package adhesive labels sufficient in 
number to prevent the abstraction of any ballots from or the 
adding of any ballots to the contents of such package, and the 

J^bols to bs 

siRniKi, by moderator or warden and clerk of the meeting shall affix their 

whom. • ° 

signatures in ink to each of said labels. Whenever both of the 
officers whose duty it is to sign such labels are of the same poli- 
tical party, they shall also allow some elector of another poli- 
tical party to affix his signature in ink to all of such labels: 
Provided, that in towns not divided into voting-districts the 
ballots cast for town officers need not be so sealed. 
SiioSThoi to Sec. 10. (As amended by Section 5, Chapter 640, Public 
andendoned. Laws.) The packages so sealed up shall each be addressed to 

the board or council to which they are to be delivered and be 
plainly endorsed in ink, by the clerk of such meeting, with: 
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Firsty The name of the town or city where such meeting was 
held; 

Second, The number of the voting-district, if it be a voting- 
district meeting; 

Third, The number of the representative-district and of the 
voting-district therein if it be a representative voting-district 
meeting; 

Fourth, The number of the ward, if it be a ward-meeting; 

Fifth, The niunber of the ward and of the voting-district 
therein, if it be a ward district meeting; 

Sixth, The day, month, and year of holding such meeting; 
and 

Seventh, The class •or classes of ballots which such package 
contains. 

Sec. 11. The ballots given at any such meeting for electors Baiioto, how to 
of president and vice-president of the United States, representa- Pub. Lawa. 

1229. April 26. 

tives in the congress of the United States, general officers of the i^os. 
state, senators and representatives in the general assembly, and 
ballots given in at any such meeting upon any proposed amend- 
ment of the constitution and upon any question or questions 
submitted to the electors of the state, shall be sealed up in one 
package, which shall contain no other ballots. In cities and in 
towns divided into voting-districts the ballots given in at any 
such meeting for city and town oflScers, for ward and voting- 
district officers, and for and against any question submitted to 
the electors of such city or town shall be sealed up in one pack- 
age containing no ballots given in for any other officers, or for 
or against any proposition or question submitted to the electors 
of the state. 
Sec. 12. (As amended by Section 6, Chapter 640, Public Formofwrti- 

Laws.) In each package of ballots sealed up as provided in cSed in pack- 
age of ballots. 

section nine of this chapter there shall be enclosed a certificate 
in ink, signed by the moderator and clerk of such meeting, 
stating; 
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First, The number of names checked upon the voting-list 
used at such meeting; 

Secondy The number of ballots cast for each candidate for 
whom ballots are enclosed, and for what office; 

Thirdy The number of ballots cast for and against any propo- 
sition of amendment of the constitution, if such ballots are 
enclosed therein; . 

Fourth, The number of ballots cast for and against any ques- 
tion submitted to the electors, if such ballots are enclosed therein; 

Fifth, That such ballots are all the ballots that were ^ven in 
at such meeting for such candidates or for and against any such 
proposition or question; 

Sixth, The date of such meeting; 

Sei'aith, The city or town, and the number of the representa- 
tive-district, ward or voting-distriet, in which such meeting 
was held. 

o/baifoto^*''^ Sec. 13. In all cities and towns the packages containing the 
board. ballots for elcctors of president and vice-president, representa- 

1229, April 26. tivcs in congrcss, general officers, senators and representatives 
in the general assembly, and for and against any proposition of 
amendment of the constitution or question submitted to the 
electors of the state, after such ballots have been counted, 
declared, sealed, and endorsed as hereinbefore provided, shall 
be delivered in person, by the clerk of such meeting, to the state 
retuming-board within forty-eignt hours after they have been 
sealed. Upon the receipt of said packages the secretary of said 
retuming-board shall give to the person so delivering them a 
certificate of such delivery, on presentation of which to the town 
or city council such person shall be paid ten cents for each mile 's 
travel to and from the office of the said retuming-board, to be 
computed from the place of voting. 

Sec. 14. In cities other than the cities of Providence and 
Pawtucket, and in towns divided into voting-districts, the 
packages containing the ballots cast at any such meeting for city 
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and town officers, and voting-district, ward, and ward-voting- of the delivery 

' " ' ' ° of ballots cast 

district officers, and for and against any question submitted to jhan^^^-**^ 
the electors of such city or town, after such ballots have been tow^d?^ded 
counted, recorded, sealed, and endorsed as hereinbefore pro- districts. 

Pub. Liaws 

vided, shall be delivered in person by the clerk of such meeting 1229, Apni" 26, 

to the clerk of the city or town where such meeting was held JJ g {; JJ^ 

within twelve hours after such sealing is done. 

Sec. 15. In the cities of Providence and Pawtucket the aues of Provi- 
dence and Paw- 
packages containing the ballots described in section fourteen ^"*^^«^- 

of this chapter, given in at any such meeting, after such ballots 

have been counted, recorded, sealed, and endorsed as herein 

before provided, shall be delivered in person by the clerk of such 

meeting to the board of canvassers and registration within 

twelve hours after such sealing is done. 

Sec. 16. In cities other than the city of Providence, and in or adjourned 

meetinKH of 

towns divided into voting-districts, ward and district meetings eJ««tor8. 

® ' ® 16 R. 1. 761. 

held therein respectively for the election of city, town, ward, ^^ ^ ^ 258. 
and voting-district officers, or of any of them, shall at the time of 
closing the polls therein described by law stand adjoiuned to the 
seventh day next from and after the day so appointed unless 
the said seventh day shall fall on a holiday, and in that event 
to the day following said holiday, with like adjournment there- 
from : Provided, however, that in Westerly and Hopkinton there 
shall be no election held on Saturday, and if the day of any such 
adjournment fall on Saturday the meeting shall stand adjourned 
to the Monday following. 

Sec. 17. If in any case in a town not divided into voting- of i^penim? 
districts there shall be no election of the town officers voted for not divided"^ 

into voting- 

who are required to be elected by the people, or of any of them, districts. 
the polls may be re-opened and the like proceedings shall be 
had tmtil an election takes place. In such towns, after the 
declaration of the results of the voting for town officers, the town 
clerks shall give certificates of their election to the persons 
elected town officers. 
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S.^prii 26. Sec. 18. In cities other than the cities of Providence and 

17 R. 1. 415. Pawtucket and in towns divided into voting-districts the boards 

of aldermen and town councils shall be in session on the day 

following any election for city, town, ward, and voting-district 

officers, or for any of them, and shall in ox>en meeting count the 

ballots given in at such election and declare the results thereof, 

foulrtlSi.^eiJ^cpt ^^^ ^^^ clerks of such boards and councils shall make a record 

kndpiwtuckct. thereof. The several city and town clerks shall forthwith, 

after such declaration, give certificates of their election to the 
persons declared elected. 
Sfnt^re'i?f°^ Sec. 19. The board of canvassers of the city of Providence 
ProviSi^ntJe. shall count all ballots cast at any election in said city, for mayor, 
M^ ^47*1896! city treasurer, overseer of the i)oor, harbor master and members 
of the common council and board of aldermen, and for such other 
officers as at the time of the passage of this chapter said board 
is required by law to coimt, and shall determine and declare 
the result of such election. Said board shall also count, deter- 
mine and declare the result of all ballots cast in said city for and 
against any proposition submitted to the electors of said city, 
other than propositions submitted to the people of the state at 
large. 

Sec. 20. Said board shall meet at the city hall of said city 

on the day following any such election or day of voting upon 

such question as aforesaid, and shall commence such count and 

continue the same on every secular day thereafter until said 

biiiou"'*"^ "'^ count is fully completed. Said ballots shall be counted by the 

members of said board in person and in open meeting; and any 
candidate for any office to be filled at any such election, or 
any person authorized by him in writing, may be heard for or 
against the coimting or rejection of any ballots cast thereat, and 
said board shall determine all questions as to the validity of 
such ballots. Upon the completion of said count said board 
shall record and certify, over the signatures of its members, or 
a quorum thereof, in a book kept by them for such purpose, the 
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number of ballots given in at such election, specifying the names 
of the persons, for what offices, and the number of ballots given 
in for each, and also the number of ballots cast for and against 
any such proposition, and forthwith shall publicly declare 
the result thereof, and shall forthwith certify said result and 
determination to the city clerk, and said city clerk shall there- 
upon issue certificates of election to the persons certified by said 
board to have been elected, and in case of the adoption or rejec- 
tion of any such proposition shall take any subsequent action 
required of him by law. Whenever it shall appear from the cer- 
tificate of said board that no person has been lawfully elected 
to any office, said city clerk shall thereupon forthwith notify the 
mayor of said city in writing, and, as soon as may be thereafter, 
s£dd mayor shall convene the board of aldermen, and said board 
of aldermen shall issue warrants for anther election : Provided, 
however, that a period of not less than seven nor more than ten 
days shall intervene between the time said city clerk shall be 
notified as aforesaid of such election; and so from time to time 
shall order new elections until the election shall be completed. 

Sec. 21. All ballots, records, certificates, returns, books, 2Ie bSiota"" ^^ 
documents and papers, of every kind and nature, except as 
provided in section eight of this chapter, pertaining to any such 
election or the voting upon any such proposition, shall in the 
city of Providence be returned and delivered to and filed with 
said board within the time and in the manner provided by 
sections eight, fourteen, and fifteen of this chapter, and under 
the same penalties as provided by section thirty-one of this 
chapter. Any member of said board who shall knowingly 
make any false count, return, record, or certificate of any kind 
relative to the count of said ballots, or the determination of the 
result of any such election or the voting upon any such proposi- 
tion as aforesaid, shall be subject to a fine of not exceeding five 
thousand dollars or to imprisonment not exceeding five years 
or to both such fine and imprisonment. 
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luowSTto^ 8*^c. 22, The several boards and councils named in sections 

^ImUnTof ° eighteen and nineteen shall, at the counting of the ballots pro- 

ballots. 

vided for therein, admit two republicans and two democrats 
within the space reserved for such counting, and allow them to 
scrutinize said counting Xmder such reasonable restrictions as 
may be prescribed by such boards and councils. E^h of such 
republicans and democrats shall be authorized in writing, by the 
chairman of the city or town committee of the political party 
to which he belongs. The provisions of this section shall not 
be construed to prevent said boards or councils from admitting, 
in their discretion, other persons within said reserved space 
during such counting. 
SSS?o°/c«i»- Sec. 23. (As amended by Section 6^, Chapter 640, Public 
^^S^tion of Laws.) The board of canvassers and registration of the city 

Pawtucket aa 

to counting of Pawtuckct shall count all ballots delivered to it under the 

oertjun votes 

SlJS^S^ **'■ provisions of Sections 14 and 15 of this chapter. Upon com- 

^' pleting any such count said board shall declare the result and 

the clerk shall make a record thereof in a book kept for that 

purpose in manner provided by law, certifying to the same over 

his signature, and said clerk shall forthwith issue a certificate 

of election to all persons declared elected. Whenever it shall 

appear from such count that no person has been lawfully 

elected to any office, said board shall in manner provided by 

law issue a warrant for another election. 

baSStf^nw Sec. 24. No package of ballots, after having been sealed as 

opened?ezcept providcd iTi scctiou ulue of this chapter, shall thereafter be 

k^ whom. 

opened by any moderator, warden, or clerk, or by any other 
person upon any pretence whatever, except by the boards to 
councils authorized by law to count the same and at the time 
provided for such counting. Any person who shall willfully 
violate any of the provisions of this section shall be fined not 
more than one thousand dollars or be imprisoned not more than 
three years, or both, 



BLECnON LAWS. 43 

Sec. 26. The secretary of state shall at the expense of the STp'^^ to^bi°° 
state procure for use at all elective meetings held therein a the aecr«ury of 

state. 

sufficient supply of suitably strong cord and twine and of paper 
for enclosing the ballots, and also of adhesive labels not less 
than four inches in length and two and one-quarter inches in 
width, for use in complying with the provisions of section nine 
of this chapter. He shall also for use at all meetings held there- 
in for the election of electors of president and vice-president of 
the United States, representatives in congress, general officers, 
and senators and representatives in the general assembly, or 
for voting upon propositions or questions submitted to the 
electors of the state, have printed at such expense, upon the 
paper for enclosing the ballots, or upon adhesive labels not less 
than six inches in length and four inches in width, a sufficient 
number of blank forms of the endorsement provided for in 
section ten of this chapter, and upon suitable paper a sufficient 

supply of blank forms of the certificates provided for in section 

« 

twelve of this chapter, and shall furnish to the city or town clerk 
of each city and town, at least ten days before the day for hold- 
ing such meetings, an ample quantity of each of the articles 
named in this section for use at all meetings to be held in such 
city or town. 
Sec. 26. The several city and town clerks shall at the expense city and town 

* clerks to fur- 

of their respective cities and towns procure for use at meetings ^^^^^ 
held therein for the election of city, town, ward, and district 
officers a sufficient supply of blank forms of the endorsement 
provided for in section ten of this chapter^ printed upon ad- 
hesive labels not less than six inches in length and four inches in 
width, or upon strong paper of suitable size for enclosing the 
ballots as provided in section nine of this chapter, and of the 
certificates provided for in section twelve of this chapter; and 
shall seasonably furnish at each voting-place therein, on the 
day of every election held thereat, an ample quantity of each of 
the articles named in this section, and of the articles provided 
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for in secti in twenty-five of this chapter, to be furnished to him 
by the secretary of state. 

Sec. 27. Every clerk upon whom is imposed by this chapter 
the duty of delivering any package of ballots may appoint in 
writing some officer of the city or town where he resides to 
deliver such package in his stead, in case of his sickness or 
absolute inability to deUver the same in person. 

Sec. 28. Wherever in this chapter the word "ballots" or 
the word "votes" is used it shall be construed to mean the 
evidence of the intent of the voters as shown by the tally-sheets 
or records made upon paper by any voting-machine used in the 
election of officers or in voting upon any proposition or question. 

Sec. 29. The words "voting-district" shall be construed to 
include ward voting-districts, the word "warden" ward-district 
wardens, and the word "clerk" ward-district clerks, wherever 
used in this chapter, and the duties imposed upon wardens and 
clerks by this chapter are hereby imposed upon ward-district 
wardens and ward-district clerks. 

Sec. 30. Every city or town clerk who shall neglect or refuse 
to furnish any city, town, ward, or voting-district officer-elect 
with a proper certificate of his election as soon as may be there- 
after shall be fined not less than fifty dollars n jr more than five 
hundred dollars, or be imprisoned not exceeding six months, 
either or both, at the discretion of the court which shall try 
such offender. 

Sec 31. Every moderator, warden, or clerk who shall 
neglect to count the ballots or to declare the result thereof as 
provided in this chapter or to seal up the ballots at the time and 
in the manner provided therein, or who shall knowingly seal 
up only a part of the ballots, or who shall willfully neglect to en- 
close in the package with the ballots the certificate provided for 
in section twelve hereof, or to make and sign the record in the 
book kept for that piupose, shall be fined not less than fift^^ 
dollars nor more than three thousand dollars, or be imprisoned 
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not more than three years, or both, in the discretion of the court 
before which such offender shall be tried. 

Sec. 32. Every moderator or warden who shall neglect to ^^^^*5|^^° 
take, keep or deliver the record-book of any elective meeting to cil^t!^' *"** 
the officer in the manner or at the time provided in this chapter, ^® ^ ^- ^^• 
and every clerk who shall neglect to make the endorsement upon 
any package of ballots or to deliver such package as to provided, 
and every officer authorized by any clerk to deliver any package 
of ballots in his stead who shall neglect to deliver the same to 
the proper person or within the time so provided, and every 
city or town clerk wh ) shall neglect to provide at each voting- 
place in the city or town of which he is clerk an ample supply of 
the articles named in section twenty-six of this chapter, or of 
any of them, shall be fined not less than twenty dollars nor more 
than one thousand dollars, or be imprisoned not more than one 
year, or both, in the discretion of the court before which such 
offender shall be tried. 

Sec. 33. All provisions of any public or special law in rela- Repeal of pub- 

he or special 

tion to any city or town inconsistent with this chapter are hereby **^*- 
repealed so far as they apply to the conduct of elections held for 
any of the officers or for voting upon any proposition or question 
named in this chapter. 

CHAPTER 11. Gen.Law«. 

1896. Ch. 11. 

Pub. Laws, 

Op Elections by Secret Ballot. loS: ^^^^ ^^' 

Section 1. For all elections of electors of president and Ballots used at 

state elections, 

vice-president of the United States, representatives in the con- ^f^^ ^ ^"'" 
gress of the United States, general officers of the state, and f25»/^I'i. 
members of the general assembly, the nominations for such ^^^ ^^' ^^^' 
officers shall be printed on one ballot, together with any proposed 
amendment to the constitution of the state or other question 
submitted to the electors of the state. The printing of such 
ballots and the instruction-sheets hereinafter provided, and the 
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delivery of them to the several cities and towns shall be paid for 

by the state. The distribution of the ballots to the voters shall 

be paid for by the cities and towns respectively. 

dwu?ni°of city Sec. 2. All ballots cast in elections by the people of the 

?ot«"n ?ity several cities (not including towns) for mayor, other general city 

questions, how 

furnished. officcrs and members of the school committee, for members of 

the city council, and for ward or voting-di^rict officers in any 
city, or on any question submitted to the vote of the electors of 
any city, shall be printed and distributed at the expense of such 
city, as hereinafter provided. 
tiSS? of'tSwlT" Sec. 3. In elections by the people of the several towns (not 
hirnish^. including cities) which have adopted, or shall adopt, the system 

of voting provided by this chapter, all ballots cast for ifficers 
who are elected by the people of such towns respectively, mem- 
bers of the school committee, and voting-district officers, shall 
be printed and distributed at the expense of such towns, as 
hereinafter provided. 

Nomination of Candidates in Convention or Caucus. 

andSSS^ffi- Sec. 4. (As amended by Section 7, Chapter 640, Public 
SJSiiited^n^ Laws.) Any convention of delegates representing a political 
venUon. party which, at the election next preceding, polled at least two 

per centum of the entire vote cast in the state for governor, may 
for the state make one nomination for each office mentioned in 
section one of this chapter, therein to be filled at the election, 
and any convention of delegates or caucus representing a polit- 
ical party which at the election next preceding polled at least 
tw o per centum of the entire vote cast for governor in any con- 
gressional district, city, town, or representative-district, may 
for such district, city, or town, make one nomination for each 
office mentioned in said section one, therein to be filled at the 
election, by causing a certificate of nomination to be duly filed, 
as hereinafter provided. Every such certificate of nomination 
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shall state such facts as are required for its acceptance by this 
section and by section sixteen of this chapter. 

Sec. 5. Any convention of delegates representing a polit- ^iw uTi^nLm- 
ical party which, at the election next preceding, polled at least V'SiuSn°o?'cau- 
two percentum of the entire vote cast in the city for which the 
nomination is made, held in any such city, and any caucus of 
such a political party, held in any such city, for the nomination 
of general city officers, or school committee, or ip any ward or 
voting-district, in such city, for the nomination of officers .to 
be chosen by the voters of such ward or voting-district, may for 
the city, ward, or voting-district, for which the convention or 
caucus is held, as the case may be, by causing a certificate of 
nomination to be duly filed, make one such nomination for each 
office therein to be filled at the election. Every such certificate 
of nomination shall state such facts as are required for its 
acceptance by this section and by section sixteen of this chapter. 

Sec. 6. Any convention of delegates representing a political Jo^^Sj^omi. 
party which, at the election next preceding, polled at least two ^Smfoi'^or^Jiu- 
per centum of the entire vote cast in the town for which the 
nomination is made, held in any such town, and any caucus of 
such a political party, held in any such t3wn, for the nomination 
of the officers referred to in section three of this chapter, as the 
case may be,, by caushig a certificate of nomination to be duly 
filed, may make one such nomination for each office therein to 
be filled at the election. Every such certificate of nomination 
shall state such facts as are required for its acceptance by this 
section and by section sixteen of this chapter. 

Sec. 7. Wherever the words "political party" are used in word«"poii- 

• tical party" 

section four, five, and six of this chapter, they shall be construed defined. 

Pub. Laws, 

to mean a political party which at the next preceding annual }gg|' ^^- ^2. 
election of state officers cast for its candidate for governor at 
least two per centiun of all the votes cast in the state for that 
officer. 
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quired for 
nomination of 
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General city 
officers, by 100 
electors. 



General town 
officers, by 50 
electors. 



Number of 
FiKnatures re- 
quired for 
nomination of 
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tative, and vot- 
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officers. 



Sec. 8. Nominations of candidates for any offices to be 
filled by the voters of the state at large, or of a congressional 
district, may be made by nomination-papers signed in the aggre- 
gate for each candidate by not less than five hundred qualified 
voters of the state in the case of a state office, and two hundred 
and fifty in the case of a representative in congress. 

Sec. 9. (As amended by Section 8, Chapter 640, Public 
Laws.) Nominations of candidates for senators in any city may 
be made by nomination-papers signed by one hundred voters of 
such city qualified to sign such nomination-papers, and in any 
town by nomination-papers signed by fifty voters of such town 
qualified to sign such nomination-papers. 

Sec. 10. (As amended by Section 9, Chapter 640, Public 
Laws.) Nominations of candidates for members of the house 
of representatives from any town not divided into representa- 
tive-districts, or from any representative-district, may be made 
by nomination-papers signed by fifty voters of such town or 
representative-district qualified to sign such nomination-papers. 

Sec. 11. Nominations of candidates for any municipal 
offices to be filled by the voters of any city at large may be 
made by nomination-papers, signed in the aggregate for each 
candidate by not less than one hundred qualified voters of such 
city. 

Sec. 12. Nominations of candidates for any mimicipal 
offices to be filled by the voters of any town at large (not in- 
eluding cities) may be made by nomination-papers signed in the 
aggregate for each candidate by not less than fifty qualified 
voters of such town. 

Sec. 13. (As amended by Section 10, Chapter 640, Public 
Laws.) Nominations of candidates for offices to be filled by 
the voters of any representative-district, ward, or voting-district 
in any city or town may be made by nomination-papers signed 
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in the aggregate for each candidate by not less than fifty voters 
qualified to vote for each of such candidates. 
Sec. 14. (As amended by Section 11, Chapter 640, Public Hownomina- 

^ " / «- / tion papers 

Laws.) Each voter signing a nomination-paper shall add to Sld^c^tSSte' 

,....., i>*i 11X lOf qualification 

his Signature his place of residence, and each voter may sub- of mgners re- 
quired. 

scribe to one nomination for each office to be filled and no more. 
Each nomination-paper required by law to be filed with the 
secretary of state shall, before being filed, be submitted to the 
board of canvassers and registration in cities in which such board 
is or shall be established, at least two days before the last day for 
filing the same, and to the city or town clerks in other cities and 
towns in which, respectively, the signers purport to be qualified 
voters, and the clerk of each board of canvassers and registration 
and each city or town clerk to whom the same is submitted shall 
forthwith certify thereon what number of the signatures are 
names of voters qualified to sign such nomination-paper in such 
city or town, ward, or district: Provided^ however y that when special pm. 

vision regard- 
such list shall be submitted to said board, or whenever any such ingnonunation 

' *' papers nied on 

nomination-paper shall be filed with said board, on any date cSs. °^ *°^ ****' 
on which a caucus of any political party is to be held, said clerk 
shall not certify as to the qualification of such signers until 
after said caucus shall have been held. 

Sec. 15. (Repealed by Section 12, Chapter 640, Public 
Laws.) 

Certificates of Nomination and Nomination-Papers. 

Sec. 16. Every certificate of nomination and every nomina- JeSt^'of '" 
tion-paper shall, besides containing the names of candidates, and^nomCSftion 
specify as to each: (1) the office for which he was nominated; SSSdiites. 

26 R I 475 

(2) the party or political principle which he represents, expressed 
in not more than three words: Provided, that in such expres- 
sion the words "Republican" or "Democrat" shall not be com- 
bined with any other word or words; and (3) his place of resi- 
dence, with street and number thereon, if any. And in the case 
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of electors of president and vice-president of the United States 
the names of the candidates for president and vice-president may 
be added to the party or political appellation. 

Sec. 17. Every certificate of nomination shall be signed by 
the presiding officer, and by the secretary or clerk, of the caucus 
or convention by which the nominations, thereby certified, were 
made; and each of said officers shall add thereto his place of 
residence; and the officers signing said certificate shall swear that 
the statements contained in the same are true to the best of their 
knowledge, information and belief, and a jurat of said oath shall 
be affixed to said certificate by the officer before whom said oath 
was made. 

Sec. 18. Certificates of nomination and nomination-papers 
for officers referred to in section one of this chapter shall be filed 
at least twenty days, and such certificates and papers for officers 
referred to in sections two and three of this chapter shall be 
filed at least fifteen days previous to the day of the election for 
which the candidates are nominated, and may be filed by any 
person lawfully in possession of the same for that purpose. 

Sec. 19. (As amended by Section 14, Chapter 640, Public 
Laws.) Any person whose name has been presented as a can- 
didate for any office mentioned in section one of this chapter 
may cause his name to be withdrawn from nomination by 
request in writing signed by him and acknowledged before any 
officer qualified to take acknowledgment of deeds and filed 
with the secretary of state at least eighteen days previous to the 
day of the election for which such candidate was nominated; 
and any person whose name has been presented as a candidate 
for any office referred to in sections two and three of this chapter 
may cause his name to be withdraMm from nomination by 
request in writing signed and acknowledged as aforesaid and 
filed with the city clerk or town clerk of the city or town, 
respectively, in which, or in any ward or voting-district of 
which, the election of candidates fpr said la§t-mentioned office 
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is to be held, at least thirteen days previous to the day of the 
election for which such candidate was nominated: Provided^ 
that in the city of Pawtucket said withdrawal shall be filed with 
^the board of canvassers and registration. No name so with- 
drawn shall be printed upon the ballots; but no domination 
which is actually published and posted as provided in this chap- 
ter shall be subsequently omitted as invalid. 
Sec. 20. (As amended by Section 13, Chapter 640, Public Vaoaadea 

oauaed by 

Laws.) Whenever any candidate shall have withdrawn as death or witb- 

^ *^ drawal of can- 

herein provided, or whenever any candidate, duly nominated £*fe^ed°'' 

shall die, the vacancy may be supplied by the political party, 
or other persons, making the nomination, by the nomination of 
another candidate in the manner hereinbefore provided; or, 
if there is not sufficient time, in such manner as such party 
may have before provided by a vote of the convention or 
caucus thereof; or, if there has been no such vote, in such man- 
ner as the executive committee or other general committee 
representing such party for the state, congressional district, 
city, or town, representative-district, ward or voting-district, 
as the case may be, shall provide, said nomination to be filed in 
manner hereinbefore provided. 
Sec. 21. (As amended by Section 15, Chapter 640, Public NominaUoM 

and wit idraw- 

Laws.) Certificates of nomination and nomination-papers, and tobe^*^^**°™ 
requests for withdrawal of the name of any candidate, and 
nominations in substitution of candidates so withdrawing, relat- 
ing to any of the offices mentioned in section one of this chapter, 
shall be filed with the secretary of state, or in his office with 
some person there present and officially representing him; and 
certificates of nomination and nomination-papers, and request 
for withdrawal of the name of any candidate, and nominations in 
substitution of candidates so withdrawing, relating to any of the 
offices referred to in sections two and three of this chapter, shall 
be filed with the city clerk or town clerk of the city or town 
respectively, in which, or in any ward or voting-district of which. 
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the election of candidates for said last-mentioned offices is to 
be held, or shall be filed in the office of such city clerk or town 
clerk with some person there present and officially representing 
him: Provided, that in the city of Pawtucket such certificates, 
nomination-papers, withdrawals, and nominations shall be filed 
with the board of canvassers and registration, or in their office 
with some person there present and officially representing them. 

Sec. 22. (As amended by Section 16, Chapter 640, Public 
Laws.) All certificates of nomination and nomination-papers, 
and all requests for withdrawal of the name of any candidate, 
and all nominations in substitution of candidates so withdraw- 
ing, when filed, shall be open, under proper regulations, to 
public inspection, and the secretary of state, city clerks and 
town clerks, and boards of canvassers and registration, resp>ect- 
tively, shall preserve the same in their respective offices not less 
than one year. 

Sec. 23. In case any candidate shall die before the election, 
but too late for a new nomination to be printed on the ballots, 
the voters may vote for any other person for the same office by 
substituting the name of such other person in the blank space 
on said ticket and placing a cross at the right of said name. 

Sec. 24. Every ballot printed in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this chapter shall contain the names of all candidates 
whose nominations for any offices specified in the ballot have 
been duly made and not withdrawn in accordance herewith, and 
shall contain no other names except the surnames of candidates 
for president and vice-president of the United States. The 
names of all such candidates and the offices for which they are 
nominated shall be arranged on the ballot in perpendicular 
columns, one column being assigned to each political party 
making nominations by convention, caucus, or nomination- 
papers in accordance with the provisions of this chapter: Pro- 
vided, however, that in case only a partial list of candidates is 
nominated by any political party other than the republican or 
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democratic party, two or more such lists may be arranged 
whenever practicable in the same column. 

The first column on the left-hand side of every ballot printed 
in accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall contain 
only the names of the nominees of the republican party; the 
second column only those of the democratic party; and the 
order of such other nominations as may be made shall be deter- 
mined by the official whose duty it is to prepare the ballots. 
At the top of each column or list, immediately above the title 
of the first office to be voted for, there shall be printed in capital 
letters not less than one-fourth of an inch in height the name of 
the political party by which the candidates in such colunm were 
nominated. In case a nomination is made by nomination- 
papers, the words "nom. papers" shall be added to the party 
name. 

Above such party name shall be printed a circle not less than 
seven-eighths of an inch in diameter, and such circle shall be 
surrounded by the following words printed in plain letters: 
"For a straight ticket make a cross (X) within the circle." 
Above each circle shall be printed an emblem or device desig- 
nating or distinguishing the political party whose nominations 
have been assigned to that colimin. Such emblem or device of 
the republican party shall be the representation of an eagle, and 
such emblem or device of the democratic party shall be the 
representation of a star. The emblem or device designating or 
distinguishing any other political party whose nominations may 
now, or from time to time, be entitled to be placed upon the 
ballot shall be selected by the secretary of state and be printed 
upon the ballot above the column assigned to the nominations of 
such party: Provided j however, that the emblem or device shall 
be entirely different for each political party, and may be any 
appropriate symbol; but neither the coat of arms or seal of any 
state or of the United States, the national flag, any religious 
emblem or symbol, the seal of any society, the portrait of any 
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person, or the representation of a coin or of the currency of the 
United States, shall be chosen as a distinguishing emblem. 
Whenever any emblem or device has been selected by the secre- 
tary of state, and used upon official ballots for any political 
party, it shall not thereafter be so used for any other political 
party. 

In each column the names of the candidates, their residence, 
together with the street and number if any, shall be placed 
immediately below the title of the office for which they are 
nominated, and at the right of the name of each candidate and 
on the same line there shall be a square so printed as to give 
the voter an opportunity to designate by a cross (X) therein his 
choice of candidates; except that in case of candidates for electors 
of president and vice-president of the United States one square 
shall suffice for each group of such candidates. Above the last 
or right-hand column of each ballot there shall be no circle or 
device, but there shall be printed in such column in the regular 
order the title of each office to be voted for; as " For Governor," 
''For Senator," and the like, and beneath each title there shall 
be left as many blank lines as there are persons to be elected to 
such office. 

On ballots provided for elections mentioned in section one of 
this chapter the various offices to be voted for shall be arranged 
in each column in the following order: First, electors of presi- 
dent and vice-president of the United States; second, representa- 
tive in the congress of the United States; third, governor; 
fourth, lieutenant-governor; fifth, secretary of state; sixth, 
attorney-general; seventh, general treasurer; eighth, senator in 
the general assembly; ninth, representative or representatives 
in the general assembly. On ballots provided for elections 
mentioned in sections two and three of this chapter the offices 
to be voted for shall be arranged in each column by the city or 
town clerk. 
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Whenever a constitutional amendment or other question is 
submitted to the vote of the electors of the state, such amend- 
ment or question shall, if candidates for office are to be voted for 
at the same time, be printed upon the ballot aftei; or beneath 
the lists of candidates, and the same arrangement shall be 
followed on ballots used in elections for officers named in sec- 
tions two and three of this chapter, whenever a question is sub- * 
mitted to the electors of a city or town at such elections. The 
ballots shall be so printed as to give to each voter an opportunity 
t y designate by a cross-mark (X) in a square his answer to the 
question submitted. 

All ballots provided by the secretary of state under the pro- 
visions of this chapter shall be printed on plain white paper of a 
quality approved by him, and there shall be no mark or impres- 
sion to distinguish one ballot from another. The names of all 
candidates shall be printed thereon in uniform type. 

Sec. 25. Before distribution the ballots shall be folded so Baiiotatobe 

folded and en- 

that no printing shall 'appear except the endorsement, which do"»d, how. 
shall be printed on the back and outside, official ballot for, 
followed by the designation of the poUing-place for which the 
ballot is prepared, the date of the election, and a fac-simile of 
the sij^nature of the secretary of state, city clerk or town clerk, 
respectively, who has caused the ballots to be so printed and 
folded. 

Sec. 26. All nominations for offices to be voted for in ac- ah nomina- 

. . * 1 • 1 tions to be on 

cordance with the provisions of this chapter, at any election on** baiiot; bai- 

'^ '^ ' "^ Igtu to be used 

mentioned in sections two and three thereof, by any one elector, ^^ proSSty**^^ 
shall be printed on one ballot which shall have printed on the S^Shed'' ****" 
back and outside the words city officers, or town officers, 
as the case may be: Protndedy that special ballots, containing 
the nominations for members of the city council, in addition to 
the nominations for offices which can be voted for by voters 
qualified to vote by registry at any election mentioned in sec- 
tion two of this chapter, shall be printed for the use of such 
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electors only as are qualified to vote for members of the city 
council. Said special ballots shall be printed on paper of a 
different color from that of the other official ballot or the 
specimen-b^lots, and shall have printed on the back and out- 
side the additional word council, and shall be given by the 
supervisors to such electors only as are qualified to V3te for 
members of the city council. 

Sec. 27. All ballots when printed shall be folded as here- 
inbefore provided and put up in packages of one hundred each. 
A record of the number of ballots printed and furnished to each 
polling place shall be kept and preserved by the secretary of 
state, or the officer furnishing the same. 

Sec. 28. There shall be provided for each voting-place at 
which an election is to be held not less than sixty ballots for 
every fifty and every fraction of fifty qualified voters therein; 
and it shall be the duty of the city or town clerk in each city or 
town in which an election for any of the officers mentioned in 
the first section of this chapter is to be held to certify to the 
secretary of state, fourteen days previous to any such election, 
the number, as near as possible, of voters then qualified to vote 
at each voting-place of such city or town. It shall be the duty 
of the secretary of state to provide said ballots for any election 
mentioned in section one of this chapter; and it shall be the duty 
of the city clerk and town clerk of the several cities and towns to 
provide said ballots for any election mentioned in section two 
and section three of this chapter, respectively. 



Information to Voters. 



Instruction 
sheets and 
specimen bal- 
lots, to be pre- 
pared for the 
guidance of 
voters. 



Sec. 29. For any election mentioned in section one of this 
chapter, the secretary of state, and for any election mentioned 
in section two and section three of this chapter, respectively, 
the respective city clerk and town clerk of the several cities 
and towns, shall prepare full instructions for the guidance of 
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voters at such elections, as to obtaining ballots, as to the manner 
of marking them, and the method of gaining assistance, and as 
to obtaining new ballots in place of those accidently spoiled, 
and he shall cause the same to be printed in large, clear type, 
on separate sheets, to be called instruction-sheets; he shall 
also cause to be printed in the same manner, sections forty- 
eight, forty-nine, fifty, and fifty-one of this chapter, which he 
shall furnish with the ballots for use in each such election. He 
shall also cause to be printed on paper of a different color from 
that of the official ballots, and without the fac-simile endorse- 
ments, ten or more copies of the form of the ballot pr )vided 
for each voting-place at each election therein, which shall be 
called SPECIMEN-BALLOTS and shall be furnished with the other 
ballots provided for such voting-place. 

Sec. 30. (As amended by Section 17, Chapter 640, Public List of c»ndi- 
Laws.) The secretary of state shall, four days at least pre- orbaliotto™ 

furnished by 

vious to the day of any election of national or state officers, ■fcretaryof 

'J ^ J state to city 

transmit to the city and town clerks in each city and town in JiirkJ!^d in 

which such election is to be held, printed lists containing the b^"of ^can- 
vassers and 

names, residences, and party or political appellations, of all rc«i«tratioii. 
candidates nominated as herein provided for such election, and 
to be voted for at each polling-place in each such city and town, 
respectively, substantially in the form of the ballot to be so used 
therein; and in case of any election of city, town, ward, or 
voting-district officers, the city clerk or town clerk shall, four 
days at least previous to the day of such election, prepare 
printed lists containing the names, residences, and party or 
political appellations, of all candidates nominated as herein 
provided for such elections, and to be voted for at each polling- 
place in such city, town, representative-district, ward, or 
voting-district, as the case may be, substantially in the form 
of the ballot to be used therein. And the city or town clerk 
shall, immediately after the reception or preparation, respect- 
ively, of the lists mentioned in this section, cause the list for 

8 
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each city, town, representative-district not divided into voting- 
districts, ward, or voting-district, as the case may be, for such 
election, to be conspicuously posted in not less than five public 
places in the towns not divided into representative-districts, 
and in not less than three public places in representative-dis- 
tricts not divided into voting-districts, and in each ward and 
voting-district: Provided, that in the city of Pawtucket such 
printed lists shall be transmitted to and caused to be posted by, 
the board of canvassers and registration. 

Delivery of Ballots by Secbbtary of State. 



Ballota, de- 
livery of, by 
secretary of 
ntate. 

Pub. Lawn, 
1229. Sec. 4. 
April 26. 1905. 



Ballots, de- 
livery of, by 
city and town 
clerks. 

Pub. Laws. 
1229, Sec. 5. 
April 26. 1905. 



Sec. 31. The secretary of state shall send the ballots pro- 
vided by him for any election, together with the specimen- 
ballots and instruction-sheets printed by him as herein provided, 
to the several city and town clerks, so as to be received by them 
forty-eight hours at least previous to the day of election. The 
same shall be sent in a sealed packi^e, with marks on the outside 
clearly designating the polling-place for which the package is 
intended and the murber of ballots enclosed; and the respective 
city and town clerks shall, on delivery to them of such package, 
retiun receipt therefor to the secretary. The secretary shall 
keep a record of the time when, and the manner in which, the 
package is sent, and shall preserve for the period of one year 
the receipt of the city and town clerks. 

Sec. 32. The city clerk and town clerk of the respective 
cities and towns shall send to the warden or moderator of each 
voting-place, before the opening of the poUs on the day of elec- 
tion, the ballots so prepared, sealed, and marked for such 
voting-place, by the secretary of state for any election men- 
tioned in section one of this chapter, or prepared, sealed and 
marked for such voting-place by himself as such clerk in like 
manner for any election mentioned in section two and section 
three of this chapter, respectively, and a receipt of such delivery 
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shall be retiimed to him from the warden or moderator present, 
which receipt, with a record of the number of ballots sent, shall 
be kept in the clerk 's office. At the opening of the polls in each 
voting-place the seals of the package shall be publicly broken, 
and the package shall be opened by the warden or moderator, 
and the ballots shall be delivered to the supervisors of election 
provided by law. The instructionnsheets shall be inmiediately 
posted at or in each voting-shelf or compartment provided in 
accordance with this chapter for the marking of ballots, and not 
lees than three such sheets and not less than five specimen- 
ballots shall be immediately posted in or about the polling- 
room, outside the guard-rails. 

Sec. 33. In the city of Pawtucket the board of canvassers How in city of 
and registration shall fiunish the ballots otherwise required by 
law to be furnished by the city clerk, as provided by sections 
thirty-five to forty-five of chapter eight. 

Sec. 34. In case the ballots to be furnished to any city or of loss, theft. 

or defltnicttoD 

town or voting place therein, in accordance with the provisions of baiiota. 
of this chapter, shall fail for any reason to be duly delivered, or 
in case, after delivery, they shall be destroyed or stolen or lost, 
it shall be the duty of the clerk of such city or town to procure 
and deliver to the warden or moderator requiring the same, 
other ballots substantially in the form of the ballots so wanting; 
and upon receipt of such other ballots from him, accompanied 
by a statement under oath that the same have been so prepared 
and furnished by him, and that the original ballots have so failed 
to be received or have been so destroyed or stolen or lost, the 
warden or moderator shall cause the ballots so substituted to be 
used in lieu of the ballots wanting, as above. 

Supervisors of Election. 
Sec. 35. (As amended by Section 18, Chapter 640, Public SlSffiJSJTbe^ 

appointed by 

Laws.) At least ten days before any election as aforesaid the ^oarda of cvk- 

vaaaera at leaat 

boards of canvassers in all cities and towns shall appoint four 2«ti^f ****** 
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and may appoint six supervisors of election for each polling- 
place in each town, representative-district, ward, or voting- 
district, wherein an election is to be held for their respective 
cities, towns, and representative-districts, who shall be repub- 
licans and democrats in equal numbers, to be selected from a 
list of not less than six electors presented to said board of can- 
vassers, respectively, by the city or town committee of the re- 
publican and democratic parties, respectively, the republican 
supervisors to be selected from the republican list and the 
democratic supervisors from the democratic list, or, in case any 
such committee shall fail to submit such list within the required 
time, they shall select such supervisors from the electors of the 
same political party as the committee so failing to submit such 
list. Such supervisors shall be qualified electors in the town, 
representative-district, or voting-district in which they are 
appointed to serve and shall severally be able to read the con- 
stitution of the state in the English language and to write their 
names. Every person appointed a supervisor of election shall, 
within forty-eight hours thereafter, be notified in writing by the 
clerk of the boards of canvassers and registration, or the city 
or town clerk, as the case may be, of such appointment; and the 
person so appointed shall, within ninety-six hours after his 
appointment, notify in writing such clerk of his acceptance or 
am^%?per. dcclinatiou of the appointment, and any vacancy occurring 
filled.' among said supiervisors of election, whether by declination or 

refusal to serve or by failure to notify such clerk as aforesaid, 
or by failure from any cause to appear at or to remain during the 
time when they are required to perform their duties, shall, in 
cities wherein boards of canvassers and registration are estab- 
lished, be immediately filled by such boards, respectively, or by 
the presiding oflScer thereof, if said board shall not be in session, 
and in other cities by the mayor of the city, and in towns by the 
presidents of the town councils, respectively, from the lists 
before mentioned, by the substitution of a person of the same 
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political party as was the supervisor first appointed. Each of 
said supervisors shall be sworn to the faithful discharge of his 
duties before entering upon the performance of the same. 
Sec. 36. (As amended by Section 19, Chapter 640, Public glfJI'SX'Sf 

T \ rm • • X 1 • 1 A X ballots and of 

Laws.) The supervisors appomted m each town, representa- dupUcate lint of 

voters in poU- 

tive-district, ward, or voting-district, shall have charge of the ingpiaoe. 
ballots therein received as hereinbefore provided, and shall 
receipt for the same to the moderator or warden, respectively, 
and shall furnish them to the voters in the manner hereinafter 
set forth. A duplicate list of the qualified voters in each town, 
representative-district or voting-district shall be prepared for 
the use of the supervisors, and all the provisions of law relating 
to the preparation and furnishing of said voting-lists shall 
apply to the duplicate lists. Two of said supervisors, one a 
democrat and the other a republican, shall be detailed by the 
moderator to act as ballot clerks. The two supervisors, de- 
tailed as above, shall have immediate charge of the duplicate 
list and the ballots, and shall fiunish them to the voters in the 
manner hereinafter set forth. 
Sec. 37. (As amended by Section 20, Chapter 640, Public General duUes 

of supervisors. 

Laws.) It shall be the duty of supervisors of election to be pres- 
ent at the opening and the closing of the polls at said election at 
the polling-place in the town, representative-district, or voting 
district for which they shall be respectively appointed, and dur- 
ing the time the same shall be kept open, and they shall person- 
ally supervise the opening of the ballot-boxes and the sorting, 
counting, certifying, sealing up, and returning of the ballots 
cast in said town representative-district, ward, or voting- 
district; and they shall make returns by joint or separate report, 
in national, state and city elections to the returning-board or 
boards to whom said ballots are by law required to be returned, 
and in town elections to the town councils, setting forth that 
they have performed the several duties herein required of them, 
and may make a statement of such other facts relating to the 
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premises as they may deem proper to bring to the attention of 
said retuming-board and town coimcil, respectively. At the 
close of the polls at every election, the ballot-boxes us^ therein 
shall be opened and the ballots therein contained shall be sorted, 
counted, sealed up, and returned by the moderators and clerks, 
under the personal supervision and scrutiny of said supervisors 
of election. But nothing in this section contained shall be so 
construed as to relieve the moderators or clerks of town, repre- 
sentative-districts, or voting-districts from any of the duties 
or liabilities by law required or imposed upon them as such 
officers. 

Sec. 38. (As amended by Section 21, Chapter 640, Public 
Laws.) The supervisors of election in the city of Providence 
shall severally receive from said city ten dollars for every elec- 
tion, and, in all other cities and towns, shall receive such com- 
pensation for their services as may be, from time to time, fixed 
by the board of aldermen, the town council, or the city council 
of the city of Cranston, respectively. 

Sec. 39. Whenever any of the elections provided for by 
sections two or three of this chapter sahll occur on the same day 
as an election for national or state oflScers, in any city or town, 
the supervisors appointed hereunder shall be the supervisors 
for all of such elections. 

Sec. 40. (As amended by Section 22, Chapter 640, Public 
Laws.) No candidate for any office to be filled at any election 
shall be appointed at such election as a supervisor under the 
provisions of this chapter. 



Voting-Shelves or Compartments. 



Voting-places 
to be equipped 
in what man- 



ner. 



Sec. 41. The city and town councils in each city and town 
shall cause each voting-place therein to be suitably provided 
with a sufficient number of voting-shelves or compartments, 
not less than one for each one hundred voters and in no case 
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le0s than three, at or in which voters may conveniently mark 
their ballots, so that in the marking thereof they may be 
screened from the observation of others; and a guard-rail with 
only one place for entrance and another place for exit, shall be 
so constructed and placed that only such persons as are inside 
said rail can approach within ten feet of the ballot-boxes, and of 
such voting-shelves or compartments. The arrangements shall 
be such that neither the ballot-boxes nor the votingnshelves or 
compartments shall be hidden from view of those just outside 
the said guard-rail. No person other than the warden or 
moderator, as the case may be, clerks, supervisors, and voters 
admitted as hereinafter provided, shall be permitted within said 
rail except by authority of the said warden or moderator for 
the purpose of keeping order and enforcing the law. Each 
voting-shelf or compartment shall be kept provided, by the city, 
town, ward, and district clerks, with proper pencils for marking 
the ballots, which pencils shall be by the supervisors kept in con- 
dition for lise; but all pencils furnished for said purpose in any 
election shall, in each voting-district, be such as will mark a 
imiform color, and in marking his ballot no voter shall use a 
pencil marking a different color. 

Manner of Voting. 
Sec. 42 Any person desiring to vote shall give his name, Baiiotistobc 

- 11. -1 #^1 . obtained from 

and, 11 requested so to do, his residence, to one of the supervisors, supervisor. 
who shall thereupon announce the same in a loud and distinct 
tone of voice, clear and audible, and if such name is found upon 
the voting-list the supervisor in charge of the voting-list shall 
repeat the said name in the same manner, and the voter shall 
be allowed to enter the space enclosed by the guard-rail as above 
provided. The supervisor shall give him one, and only one, 
ballot of each kind that he is entitled to vote, and his name 
shall be immediately checked on the supervisor's list. Besides 
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the election-officers, not more than four voters in excess of the 
number of voting-shelves or compartments provided shall be 
allowed in said enclosed space at one time. No supervisor shall 
put any mark upon any ballot, except as provided in section 
forty-five of this chapter. No supervisor, except as provided in 
section forty-five of this chapter, and no other person, when 
within said enclosed space, shall witness, or attempt to witness, 
the marking by any voter of his ballot. 

blnSt'by^voir. Sec. 43. On receipt of his ballot from the proper election- 

and manner of 

marking same, officcr, thc votcr shall forthwith, and without leaving the en- 

I^b. Lawn, 

i^^i^*^ic2u closed space, retire alone to one of the voting-shelves or com- 
i8R!i!822! partments so provided, and shall prepare his ballot as follows: 

If he desires to vote for all the candidates of one political party 
he shall place a cross (X) within the circle above the name or 
designation of that party. In case he desires to vote for a can- 
didate whose name is not printed under the circle in which he 
has marked, he shall cancel the name of the candidate in such col- 
umn for whom he refuses to vote, by drawing a line through such 
name, and shall vote for the candidate of his choice by marking 
a cross (X) in the square opposite the name of the candidate of 
his choice, or by writing in the right-hand column prepared for 
that purpose, under the proper title of the office, the name of the 
person for whom he desires to vote. In such case the vote shall 
be counted for the candidate against whose name a cross has 
been so marked, or whose name has been so inserted in the 
right-hand column, and such ballot shall not be counted for 
the candidate for the same office whose name is cancelled. 
When a votcr has placed a cross (X) in any one circle, and has 
not made any mark in any other circle, such cross (X) shall be 
coimted as a vote for each of the candidates in the column 
above which it is placed, except for those candidates whose 
names have been cancelled. 

A cross in the square opposite the names of candidates for 
electors of president and vice-president shall be counted as a 
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vote for each. The voter may omit to mark in any circle, and 
may vote for the candidates of his choice by making a cross (X) 
in the square opposite their names, or he may insert the names 
of persons for whom he desires to vote, in the blank or right- 
hand column, under the proper title of office, and such votes 
shall be counted. If a voter desires to vote upon a question 
submitted to the vote of the electors of the state or of any city 
or town, he shall mark in the appropriate square a cross (X) 
against the answer which he desires to give in addition to the 
cross made in any circle or square at the right of any candidate's 
name. Where a voter makes a cross (X) within the circle at the 
top of any coliunn and also cancels a name in the column under 
such marked circle, but does not mark a cross (X) within the 
voting-square at the right of any name of a candidate for the 
same office in any other column, and fails to write in a name in 
the right-hand column in the space provided for a name to be 
written in for such office, said ballot shall be considered blank 
for such office. 

Before leaving the voting-shelf or compartment, the voter shall 
fold his ballot, without displaying the marks thereon, in the same 
way it was folded when received by him, and he shall keep the 
same so folded until he has voted. He shall vote in the manner 
provided by law before leaving the enclosed space, and shall 
deposit in the ballot-box his ballot with the official endorse- 
ment so that it may be seen by the warden or moderator, and the 
clerk shall check his name on the voting-list. He shall mark 
and deposit his ballot without undue delay, and shall quit said 
enclosed space as soon as he has voted. Not more than one 
person shall be permitted to occupy any voting-shelf or com- 
partment at the same time, and no person shall remain in, or 
occupy, a voting-shelf or compartment longer than may be 
necessary to prepare his ballot, and in no case longer than five 
minutes. No voter, not an election officer, whose name has 
been checked on the list of the supervisors shall be allowed to 
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re-enter said enclosed space during said election. It shall be 

the duty of the warden or moderator to secure the observance 

of the provisions of this section. 

votlS^uTbe re- Sec. 44. Every person who does not vote a ballot delivered 

v?TOr. '"'^'' to him by a supervisor of election shall, before leaving the 

enclosed space, return such ballot to the supervisor, and no 
person shall take or remove any ballot from the polling-place 
before the close of the polls. It shall be the duty of the warden 
or moderator, and of the supervisor or officer having charge of 
the exit, to prevent any voter from leaving the enclosed space 
until such voter has deposited his ballot or ballots, or has 
returned his unused ballot or ballots, as herein provided. If 
any voter inadvertently spoils a ballot, he may obtain another 
upon returning the spoiled one and satisfying the officer of the 
fact of the inadvertence. The ballots thus returned shall be 
immediately cancelled, and, together with those not distributed 
to the voters, shall be preserved and, with the voting*list used 
by the supervisors, which shall be certified by them to be such, 
shall be securely wrapped, sealed, and delivered to the several 
city and town clerks by the supervisors. 
mal?hiSbJlrio*t* ^^^' ^^' ^y voter who declares to the warden or moder- 
SstecL* ^ ator that he cannot read the ballot, or that by blindness or other 

physical disability he is unable to mark his ballot, shall, at the 
request of the warden or moderator, receive the assistance of two 
of the supervisors, one a democrat and the other a republican, 
in the marking thereof, and such supervisors shall thereafter 
give no information regarding the same. The warden or moder- 
ator may, in his discretion, require such declaration of disa- 
bility to be made by the voter under oath before him, and he is 
hereby authorized and qualified to administer the same. 
biS?otiI.°* "^ Sec. 46. If for any reason it is impossible to determine the 

24 r! }: 260. voter 's choice for any office to be filled, his ballot shall not be 

25 R I 521 

Pub. uws, counted for such office, but it shall be counted for all offices 

1220 Sec 7 

April 26. 1005. properly marked. No ballot shall be rejected for any technical 
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error which does not make it impossible to determine the voter's 
choice, but no voter shall place any mark upon his ballot by 
which it may be afterwards identified as the one voted by him. 
One line crossing another at any angle within the circle or any Of defecUve 

ballots. 

voting-square, or at the right of any name, shall be deemed a 
valid voting-mark. To cancel a name within the meaning of 
this chapter the voter shall draw a pencil mark through the 
full name. A cross (X) marked in a voting-square at the right 
of any name in a column above which the circle is marked shall 
be treated as surplusage, and the ballot shall not be deemed 
invalidated. No ballot without the official endorsement shall, 
except as herein otherwise provided, be allowed to be deposited 
in the ballot-box, and none but ballots provided in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter shall be counted. Ballots 
not coimted shall be marked "Defective" on the back thereof, 
and shall be preserved and returned with the other ballots: 
Provided, that in case no ballots are provided at any voting- 
place in accordance with the foregoing provisions of this chapter, 
or in case no such ballots are at the polls and ready for the use 
of voters, the voters at such voting-place may use any ballot 
and provide themselves therewth. 

Sec. 47. In all towns having less than five hundred elec- Poiis to be kept 
tors, the polls shall be kept open for at least three hours; and No other bum-' 

neas to be 

in towns having more than five hundred electors, the polls shall traM»ct«»d- 

This section. 

be kept open for at least five hours; and no other business shall J£JSoiis**oS^ 
be transacted while the polls are open. This section applies 
only to elections mentioned in section three of this chapter. 

Penalties. 
Sec. 48. A voter who shall, except as herein otherwise Penalty for 

violations of 

provided, allow his ballot to be seen by any person with an ^g^^'^^^^JJ^ 
apparent intention of letting it be known how he is about to S^ISInii^" ^^ 
vote, or who shall make any mark upon his ballot by which the 
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same may be identified as the one voted by him, or who shall 
make a false statement as to his inability to mark his ballot, 
or any person who shall interfere or attempt to interfere with 
any voter when inside said enclosed space or when marking his 
baUot, or who shall endeavor to induce any voter before voting 
to show how he marks or has marked his ballot, shall be pun- 
ished by a fine of not less than five nor more than one hundred 
dollars; and election-officers shall report any person so doing to 
any police officer on duty at the polls, whose duty it shall be 
to see that the offender is duly brought before the proper court. 

Sec. 49. Any person who shall be foimd in possession of any 
official ballot previous to or during an election, except as pro- 
vided in this chapter, or who shall, previous to an election, will- 
fully deface or destroy any list of candidates posted in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter, or who, not having voted a 
ballot delivered to him by a supervisor of election, shall neglect 
or refuse to return such ballot to the supervisor before leaving 
said enclosed space, or who takes or removes, or attempts to 
take or remove, any ballot from the polling-place before the 
closing of the polls, or who, during an election, shall willfully 
deface, tear down, remove, destroy, or mark, any instruction- 
sheet or specimen-ballot printed or posted for the instruction of 
voters, or who shall, during an election, willfully remove or 
destroy any of the supplies or conveniences furnished to enable 
a voter to prepare his ballot, or shall willfully hinder the voting 
of others, shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty nor 
more than two himdred dollars, or by imprisonment for not 
more than three months, or by both such fine and imprison- 
ment. 

Sec. 50. Any person who shall falsely make, or willfully 
deface or destroy, any certificate of nommation or nomination- 
paper, or any part thereof, or any letter of withdrawal, or file 
any certificate of nomination or nomination-paper or letter of 
withdrawal, knowing the same or any part thereof to be falsely 
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made, or suppress any certificate of nomination or nomination- 
paper or letter of withdrawal, or any part thereof, which has 
been duly filed, or forge or falsely make the official endorsement 
on any ballot, or willfully destroy or deface any ballot, or willfully 
delay the delivery of any ballots, and any person or persons who 
shall print, stamp, or affix, or cause to be printed, stamped or 
affixed, upon any letter-head, circular, or pamphlet used for 
political piuposes, or upon political literature of any nature, a 
representation of the chosen emblem or device of any political 
party in this state without the consent in writing first had and 
obtained of the chairman of the state central committee of the 
political party whose chosen emblem or device is sought to be 
used for such purposes, shall be punished by a fine not exceed- 
ing one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for not more than 
one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 
Sec. 51. Any public officer upon whom a duty is imposed by Penalty for the 

Don-perfonn- 

this chapter, who shall willfully neglect to perform such duty, or »»« ^t official 
who shall perform it in such a way as to hinder the objects of 
this chapter, shall be punished by a fine of not less than fifty 
nor more than one thousand dollars, or by imprisonment for 
not more than one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

Adjourned or Secondary Elections. 
Sec. 52. The provisions of this chapter shall apply in case of Baiiota for 

*^ * rx- ^f secondary eler- 

an adjourned or second or other subsequent election in any city Jy whom!!'***** 
or town, for any officer whose election is provided for in and by 1229, ^^\ 
this chapter. In the case of such elections for officers mentioned 
in section one of this chapter it shall be the duty of the secretary 
of state to procure and furnish ballots in the form of the ballots 
provided for in this chapter, with the names of the candidates to 
be voted for arranged thereon according to the provisions of this 
chapter. In the case of such elections for officers mentioned in 
sections two and three of this chapter it shall be the duty of the 
clerk of such city or town to procure and furnish such ballots. 
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SSHS^l^^eiec- Sec. 53. The ballots when printed for such adjourned or 
folded, and put subsequent election shall be folded as is provided in this chapter, 

up in packages. 

and shall be put up in packages of one hundred each. A record 
of the number of ballots printed and furnished to each voting- 
place shall be kept and preserved by such city or town clerk. 
hi°Xt num!^' Sec. 54. There shall be provided for each voting-place at 
Pub. iaws. which an election is to be held, not less than sixty ballots for 
April 26, 1905. every fifty and every fraction of fifty qualified voters therein. 
superviflors of Sec. 55. The samc supervisors of election who acted at the 

pnmary eleo- *^ 



Mcondi?y*dec- ^^^ clcction shall act at such second or adjourned or other sub- 
sequent election, and shall have and exercise the same powers 
and duties at such second or adjourned or other subsequent 
election as are prescribed in this chapter for them to have and 
exercise at said first election; and upon the receipt of such 
ballots the warden or moderator shall cause said ballots to be 
used at such election, and the supervisors shall perform the 
same duties as in the first election. 

Acceptance by Towns for Town Elections. 

IppUea to*u)wn Sec. 56. The provisions of this chapter shall also apply to all 
whit tSin^ elections by the people hereafter held in the towns of Cumber- 
land and East Providence, and in every town which has accepted 
and adopted the provisions of chapter nine hundred twenty 
of the public laws, passed at the January session in the year 
eighteen hundred ninety-one, and of the general laws in 
effect February one, eighteen hundred ninety-six. 
voZZ Sopt Sec. 57. If at least one-tenth in number of the qualified 
of\hw?bap°CT electors in any town, not including cities, shall, twenty days 

for town elec- . i i . «. rr> 

tions. previous to any general election of state officers on the Tuesday 

Pub. Lawn, 

808. Jan. 23. ncxt after the first Monday in November of any year, file with 
the town clerk of such town a petition that the electors may at 
such general election cast their ballots for or against accepting 
the provisions of this chapter so far as the same apply to the 
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elections mentioned in section three of this chapter such town 
clerk shall give notice of the same in his warrant calling the 
town or district meetings and shall at least eighteen days pre- 
vious to the day of such election file with the secretary of state a 
certificate that the question "Shall the town accept the secret 
ballot law for towns?" is to be submitted to the vote of the 
electors in said town. If a majority of the ballots so cast shall 
be in favor of accepting the provisions of this chapter so far as 
the same apply as aforesaid, then the said provisions of this 
chapter shall be in effect in such town; but if a majority of the 
ballots so cast shall be against accepting the provisions of this 
chapter, then the said provisions of this chapter shall not take 
effect in said town. • 

Sec. 58. Electors of this state who, in time of war, are Electors of this 
absent from the state in the actual military service of the United therefrom "in 

time of war, 

States, being otherwise qualified, shall have a right to vote in all *»»«« »» ««»"-, 

' "^ ^ ' *=* tary service of 

elections in the state for electors of president and vice-president m2y%ote*fOT ' 
of the United States, representatives in congress and general Pub^^Laws,*^" 
officers of the state, in the following manner: every such absent i898. "°* 
elector on the day of any such election may deliver a written or dofng.^' ^ ^ 
printed ballot with the names of the persons voted for thereon, 
and his full christian and surname, and his voting residence in 
the state by street and number, written at length on the back 
thereof, to the oflScer commanding the regiment or company 
to which he belongs; and all such ballots, certified by such 
commanding officer to have been given by the electors whose 
names are written thereon, shall be by such commanding officer 
forthwith sealed up, properly endorsed, and returned to the 
secretary of state, to be by him safely kept and delivered to the 
retuming-board having jurisdiction to determine the result of 
said election. 

Sec. 59. Upon completion of the final canvass for any such ^*^"°/ 
election, the clerks of the several boards of canvassers through- 
out the state, in time of war, shall forthwith certify, seal up and 



can- 
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transmit a certified copy of the voting-lists so canvassed to the 
secretary of state, to be by him kept and delivered to the proper 
retuming-board. 

Sec. 60. Said retuming-boards respectively within the time 
prescribed by law for counting the ballots cast in such elections, 
upon receipt of the ballots and certified copies of the voting-lists 
aforesaid, shall compare the names and residences of the electors 
endorsed upon the backs of said ballots with the names and 
residences of the electors contained in the voting-lists aforesaid 
from the voting-district, ward or town in which the elector 
purports to be qualified, checking in such voting-lists the names 
of such electors as shall appear upon said ballots, and shall count 
such ballcTts with the same effect as if such ballots had been given 
by said electors in open town, ward or district meetings at any 
such election within this state: Provided, however, that said 
boards shall not count any such ballot cast by any person whose 
name does not appear upon said lists, nor any ballots not 
received by said boards within the time prescribed by law for 
counting the ballots cast in any such election. 

Sec. 61. At least sixty days before any such election whose 
date is fixed by law, and forthwith upon the ordering of any 
special election of representatives in congress, the secretary of 
state, in time of war, shall send to the several city and town 
clerks, except to the city clerk of Providence, and to the clerks 
of the board of canvassers and registration of the cities of Provi- 
dence and Pawtucket a certified copy of sections fifty-eight 
to sixty-one, inclusive, of this chapter, and shall send to each com- 
missioned officer of every company enlisted in this state in the 
military service of the United States such certified copy, together 
with a form of the requirements to be signed by said electors 
on the back of said ballots, and a form of certificate and endorse- 
ment on the package containing the same to be signed* by such 
commanding officer as aforesaid, and such other instructions 
as he may think proper. 
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CHAPTER 12. 



Of the Holding of Caucuses in the Cities of Providence, pub. Law, ch. 

_ ^ _ 1078, Dec. 12, 

Newport, and Pawtucket. lyg , „_ 

' 27 R. I. 366, 

Section 1. (As amended by Section 23, Chapter 640, Holding of cau- 

,._ vTi •• ^-r*.! -..▼ -r* cuaea in Provi- 

Pubhc Laws.) In the cities of Providence, Newport, Paw- dence. New- 

poiX, * aw~ 

tucket, and Central Falls, the caucuses of all political parties S2i™i F^aUs. 
shall be held in accordance with the provisions of this chapter, 
and such provisions shall apply only in said cities. For the 
purposes of this chapter, a political party is hereby defined to be 
one which at the next preceding annual election of state officers 
cast for its candidate for governor at least two per centum of 
all the votes cast in the state for that office. Caucus and con- 
vention nominations shall be made only by political parties. 
Sec. 2. (As amended by Section 24, Chapter 640, Public Method of 

electing ward 

Laws.) The qualified electors of each political party in each and city com- 

' ^ ^ «- ./ mittees, powers 

ward of said cities shall annually, at the caucus held in each ?her^f^*^ 
ward of said cities to elect delegates to a convention to nominate 
the mayor and other city officers, elect a ward committee for 
each ward of said cities: Provided, that in the city of Newport 
such ward committee shall be annually elected at a caucus held 
in each ward thereof after the second Thursday next after the 
first Monday in September. 

The members of the several ward committees of each city of 
the same political party shall constitute the city committee of 
such political party for that city. Each city committee shall 
within ten days after its organization file with the secretary of 
state a list of its officers and members. In Newport and 
Central Falls such list shall also be filed with the city clerk, and 
in the cities of Providence and Pawtucket, with the boards of 
canvassers and registration. 

The general management of the affairs of each political party 
in each city shall be vested in its city committee, subject to the 

10 



74 ELECTION lAWS. 

rules and regulations which the state committee of such political 
party shall make. Any vacancy occurring in any of the offices 
of a city committee shall be filled by such conunittee, and any 
vacancy occurring in the membership of a ward conmiittee shall 
be filled by the remaining members of such ward committee. 
A statement of such action of any committee shall be filed as in 
the case of officers and members first chosen. Ward and city 
conmiittees shall hold office, respectively, from the date of their 
election until the next annual election of such conmiittees and 
thereafter until their successors shall have organized. City 
committees may make regulations, not inconsistent with law, 
to determine membership in the party so far as the right is 
concerned to participate in the caucuses of which they have 
the management and control, and to restrain those not entitled 
to vote at caucuses called by them from taking part therein, and 
such regulations shall be furnished to and shall govern the 
officers by this chapter charged with the duty of preparing cau- 
cus voting-lists in the preparation of such lists, so far as they 
are not inconsistent with this chapter. Each ward committee 
shall attend the caucuses of the party to which it belongs, held 
in the ward from which it was elected, to perform the duties 
herein imposed upon it. 
cuac8,**ha5^to Sec. 3. (As amended by Section 25, Chapter 640, Public 

be issued ozid 

what to con- Laws.) All caucuscs in said cities shall be held at the call of 

the city committee of the political party holding such caucuses. 
The call for such caucuses shall be issued not less than five days 
prior to the day on which they are to be held. It shall state the 
places where such caucuses are to be held, the hour of holding 
the same, the time during which the polls are to open, and the 
business to be transacted thereat, and shall be published at 
least twice in one or more newspapers published in the city in 
which such caucus shall be held, or in some newspaper having 
general circulation therein. No two political parties shall hold 
their caucuses on the same day. 



tUIL 



ELECTION LAWS. 75 

Sec. 4. (As amended by Section 26, Chapter 640, Public S^*^*'^^^®^ 
Laws.) At least ten days previous to the date on which a Sdboard^*Sf 
political party desires to hold its caucuses in any city, the chair- p^^^!!^i^d 

Providence to 

man of the city committee of such political party shall, in the b« notified of 

" ' date of caucus 

cities of Newport and Central Falls, notify in writing the city ^ui^.plKS? 
clerk, and in the cities of Providence and Pawtucket, the board ***®'*'®'' 
or canvassers and registration, of the date selected for such 
caucuses, and the political party first making such selection and 
notification for a certain date shall be entitled to hold its cau- 
cuses on that date, if such date is one on which caucuses may be 
lawfully held. If such date is one previously so selected and 
notified by some other political party, or is one on which cau- 
cuses may not be lawfully held, such chairman shall be imme- 

4 

diately notified in writing of the fact by the city clerk, or board 
of canvassers and registration, as the case may be, and such 
chairman shall select and make notification of another date. 
It shall be the duty of said city clerks and said boards of can- 
vassers and registration, in and at the expense of their respec- 
tive cities, to provide a polling-place in each representative-dis- 
trict for the caucus of such representative-district, and in each 
ward for the caucus of such ward, and to notify in writing such 
chairman as to the place so provided, at least seven days prior 
to the date of such caucuses. 
Sec. 5. No caucus except a caucus adjourned under the caucuaea. when 

to be held. 

provisions of section fourteen of this chapter, shall be held 
within two days, exclusive of Simdays and legal hoUdays, of 
the last day for filing the certificate of the nominations of such 
caucus, nor shall any political party hold caucuses on successive 
days. All caucuses excepting those necessary for a special 
election shall be held after the second Thursday next after 
the first Monday in September of each year, and all caucuses for 
the nomination of candidates for the city couitcil of either of 
said cities excepting those necessary for a special election shall 
be held within twenty-five days of the Tuesday next after the 



76 



ELECTION LAWS. 



Caucus oflScera 
to be selected 
by city com- 
mittee. 



first Monday in November in each year. Caucuses necessary 
for a special election shall be held not more than ten days 
before nor within two days, exclusive of Simdays and legal 
holidays, of the last day for filing the certificates of the nomina- 
tions of such caucuses. 

Sec. 6. (As amended by Section 27, Chapter 640, Public 
Laws.) In said cities the city committee of each political party 
shall, at least two days prior to holding the first caucus next 
after the first Monday in September, appoint a caucus moder- 
ator for each representative-district, and a caucus clerk for each 
voting-district therein and a caucus warden for each ward, and 
a caucus clerk for each voting-district therein. Each of said 
moderators or wardens shall be a qualified elector of the repre- 
sentative-district or ward for which he is appointed, and each of 
said clerks shall be a qualified elector of the voting-district for 
which he is appointed and a member of such political party. 
Said committees shall respectively fill all vacancies which occur 
in such offices from any cause, including that of removal from 
the ward or representative-district, or voting-district, and as 
hereiixafter provided. 

Each committee making such appointment shall file with the 
boards of canvassers and registration in the cities of Providence 
and Pawtucket, respectively, and in each of the other cities 
with the city clerk, at least one day previous to the date selected 
by its |>arty for holding any caucus, the names of the persons 
appointed by them caucus officers as aforesaid; and all caucus 
officers so appointed shall hold office until the first day of 
January next succeeding their appointment and thereafter until 
their ^ccessors are appointed, and shall have the same powers 
and duties, in the conduct of caucuses, as are conferred and 
imposed by law upon similar officers of elective meetings. 

In case of a change of the lines of a representative-district or 
of a ward in any of said cities, or of a redivision of any r^re- 
sentative-district thereof into voting-districts, the city com- 
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mittee of each political party thereof may revoke such appoint- 
ments by them respectively made in the case of all caucus 
moderators, wardens, and clerks who by reason of such change 
or redivision become ineligible to serve on account of residence, 
and appoint others in their stead, and the city committee of 
each political party shall appoint a caucus moderator, and in 

• 

each new representative-district or voting-district so created, if 
necessary, the city committee of each political party shall ap- 
point a caucus warden and caucus clerk in each new representa- 
tive-district or voting-district so created. 

Sec. 7. (As amended by Section 28, Chapter 640, Public cauoSSfficem. 
Laws.) The caucus moderator or warden appointed, as here- 
inbefore provided, shall call the caucus of his political party to 
order, and shall preside thereat. Each caucus clerk shall check 
the voting-list of the district in which he is appointed to serve. 
In case a caucus moderator or warden is absent at the time at 
which the caucus has been called, or in case a caucus moderator 
or warden becomes incapacitated during the holding of the 
caucus, the ward committee, or a majority of the members there- 
of present at such caucus, shall appoint a qualified elector of 
such party residing in the representative-district as caucus 
moderator, or a qualified elector residing in the ward as caucus 
warden, for such caucus. If no member of the ward committee 
is present, the clerk of the first district in such representative- 
district or ward, or, in case of his absence or incapacity, then 
of the district clerks present the one next in numerical order 
of the districts, shall call the meeting to order, and the electors 
present shall elect some qualified person as caucus moderator or 
warden of such caucus. In case a caucus clerk is absent at the 
time at which the caucus has been called, or in case a caucus 
clerk becomes incapacitated from performing his duties as such 
during the holding of the caucus, the ward committee of such 
ward, or such majority thereof, shall appoint some qualified 
elector of the representative-district or ward, respectively, as 
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26 R. I. 474. 

27 R. I. 361. 
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such caucus clerk. If no member of the ward committee is 
present the caucus moderator or warden shall appoint some 
qualified elector as aforesaid as caucus clerk. All caucuses shall 
be called to order at seven o'clock P. M. The polls shall be 
opened at or before seven-thirty o'clock P. M. and the ballot- 
boxes shall be opened and the interior thereof exposed to the 
view of all present by the warden before any ballots are cast. 
Any necessary business not finished at seven-thirty P. M. shall 
be postponed until after the polls are closed and the result of 
the balloting announced. The polls shall be kept open until 
ten o'clock P. M. and no longer. Except for the filling of va- 
cancies in the office of caucus moderator or warden and caucus 
clerk, as hereinbefore provided in this section, a ballot shall be 
required for the choice of all candidates for elective offices, for 
delegates to conventions, and for members of ward committees, 
to be elected by such caucus. All ballots shall be printed or 
written on white paper, and no tissue paper shall be used for 
any caucus ballot. The names of all candidates for which any 
elector shall vote at any caucus shall be written or printed upon 
one ballot. 

Sec. 8. No person shall be entitled to vote or take part in 
the caucus of any political party who within fourteen calendar 
months has voted or taken part in the caucus of any other 
political party, or has signed nomination-papers of a candidate 
or candidates for any elective officer, or has voted in any election 
for the candidates of any other political party or for candidates 
placed in nomination by nomination-papers, or is debarred from 
so voting or taking part by the regulations of such party pro- 
vided for in. section two of this chapter. No person who has 
voted in the caucus of any political party shall be eligible to 
sign any nomination-paper containing nominations of candi- 
dates, within fourteen calendar months thereafter. 

Sec. 9. The city clerk of Newport and the board of can- 
vassers and registration of Providence and Pawtucket shall 



ELECTION LAWS. 79 

prepare the voting-lists for use at all caucuses held in their 
respective cities. A voting-list shall be prepared for each 
voting-district and for each ward not divided into voting-dis- 
tricts. At all caucuses the voting-lists as last published or 
canvassed according to law by the boards of canvassers of such 
cities shall be used, corrected as hereinafter provided. The 
board of canvassers in each of said cities shall hold a canvass 
meeting on the twenty-seventh day preceding the Tuesday next 
after the first Monday in November in each year, and also 
on a day not more than five days prior to the earliest day law- 
fully selected by any political party for the holding of caucuses 
made necessary by a special election to fill a vacancy in the city 
council in such city, to canvass and correct the voting-lists of 
electors qualified, and who may be qualified by the payment of a 
tax, to vote for members of the city coimcil. Notice of said 
canvass meetings shall be given in such manner as such boards 
of canvassers shall respectively prescribe. 

Sec. 10. In preparing caucus voting-lists for the caucuses same subject. 
of any political party there shall be stricken from the lists 
specified in section nine of this chapter the names of all persons 
shown by the nomination-papers, or copies thereof, and used 
caucus voting-lists in the possession of the city clerks, to be 
debarred from voting in such caucuses by the provisions of sec- 
tion eight of this chapter, or who are shown by the regulations 
of such political party to be not entitled to vote in its caucuses. 
Each such list shall be endorsed with the name of such political 
party, and shall be certified by such city clerk or board of can- 
vassers and registration, as the case may be. 

Sec. 11. The city clerk in Newport and the board of can- Baiiot-boxes 

and supplies. 

vassers and registration in Providence and Pawtucket are hereby 
authorized and required to furnish, at the expense of their 
respective cities, suitable ballot-boxto, blank forms or certifi- 
cates and returns, and other election stationery, for each polling- 
place at which any caucus is held, and to cause the voting-lists 
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27 R. I. 356. 



prepared as aforesaid to be delivered at each such polling-place 
to the caucus warden, prior to the hour of $even o'clock in the 
evening of the day on which any such caucus is to be held; 
and it is hereby made the duty of the chiefs of police of said 
cities to detail such number of police officers to each such polling- 
place, for the preservation of order, and to deliver the voting- 
lists aforesaid, as may be requested by said city clerk of Ne\ir- 
port and said board of canvassers and registration of Providence 
and Pawtucket. 

Sec. 12. The caucus warden shall receive the ballots of all 
persons whose names are upon the lists certified and furnished 
to him, and shall reject the ballots of all other persons. 

Sec. 13. Immediately on the closing of the polls the caucus 
warden and clerks shall in open caucus proceed to count the 
ballots cast in the presence of such representatives as may be 
appointed in writing, one by each candidate voted for at said 
caucus; and each candidate receiving a plurality of the ballots 
cast for the office for which he was a candidate shall be declared 
by the caucus warden to be elected or nominated, as the case 
may be. The ballots and voting-lists shall then be forthwith 
separately sealed up, together with a statement of the result 
of the balloting, substantially in form required by law in the case 
of elective meetings, and shall be forthwith delivered in person 
by the caucus clerk of the first voting-district in each ward to the 
city clerk in the city of Newport, and in the cities of Providence 
and Pawtucket to the board of canvassers and registration. 

Sec. 14. In case at any caucus a majority of a delegation to 
any convention, or of any ward committee, are not elected, or in 
case of a tie vote for any candidate for an elective office, the 
caucus shall adjourn to such day as shall be designated at said 
caucus by the caucus warden, but not to any day at which a 
caucus of any political party has been called. In case of a tie 
vote for a smaller number than a majority of the delegates to a 
convention, or of the members of a ward committee, the elected 



ELECTION LAWS. 81 

members of the delegation or of the committee shall fill the 
vacancies so caused and make notification of their action to the 
person or officer entitled to receive the same. In all cases the 
delegates to a convention shall have power to fill vacancies in 
their nimiber appearing at the hour of the meeting of such con- 
vention. 

Sec. 16. The warden of every caucus shall, within twenty- Cenificaua of 

election or 

four hours after said caucus is held, deliver or send to each °a^^**°°' ^^ 
delegate to a political convention, and to each member of a 
political committee, a certificate of his election, and to each 
candidate for an elective office a certificate of his nomination, 
and shall also cause the certificate of nomination required by 
law in the case of all candidates who are nominated by such 
caucus for any elective office to be prepared and seasonably filed 
in the proper public office, imless proceedings for recount of the 
ballots cast at such caucus are inaugurated conformably to the 
provisions of section sixteen of this chapter, in which case he 
shall not deliver, send, or cause to be filed any such certificates. 
Upon each check-list used at such caucus the clerk checking Jh^Jk-ultT ^ 
such list shall make a return under oath that the said check- '^^'^^^' 
list is the identical one used in the caucus of the political party 
for which it was furnished, and that the names checked were 
truly and properly checked at such caucus, and that no alter- 
ation or erasure or additional check has been made thereon. 
Sec. 16. If before five o'clock in the afternoon of the day Recount of vote 

on proper ap- 

succeeding the day on which any caucus is held under the provis- jJi^Jn**^""^ 

ions of this chapter a person who has received votes thereat for 

nomination or election to any elective office, delegation, or 

political committee shall serve upon the city clerk of Newport 

and in the cities of Providence and Pawtucket, the board of 

canvassers and registration, a statement in writing that the 

records and returns made by the caucus officers, as aforesaid, are 

erroneous, and specifying wherein the same are erroneous, and 

claiming an election or nomination by said caucus for the peti- 
n 
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tioner, and petitioning for a recount of such ballots by the board 
of canva^ers in Newport or the board of canvassers and r^s- 
tration in Providence and Pawtucket, such city clerk or board 
of canvassers and registration shall retain all the ballots cast 
at such caucus until such claim is withdrawn or the contest for 
the nomination or election is fully determined, as hereinafter 
provided. The city clerk upon whom such statement is s^^ed 
shall forthwith notify the members of the board of canvassers 
of his city of the filing of such petition, and it shall be the duty 
of said board of canvassers to forthwith convene, and to cause 
notice in writing to be served, in such manner as said board of 
canvassers shall direct, upon all other candidates for the same 
office receiving votes at said caucus, at the expense of the peti- 
tioner, of the filing of such petitions for a recount, and shall 
appoint a time and place for the recount of said ballots within 
twenty-four hoiu^, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, 
from the time of ordering such notice. At the time specified 
by said board of canvassers said city clerk shall transmit to 
such board all the ballots cast at such caucus and the voting- 
list used thereat. In the cities of Providence and Pawtucket 
like proceedings shall be observed by the board of canvassers 
and registration, at the expense of the petitioner, and at the 
appointed time and place said board of canvassers or board of 
canvassers and registration shall proceed to recount said ballots 
and to hear and determine all questions raised for or against the 
counting of the same or of any thereof, and shall declare, as the 
result of such recount and determination, what persons, if any, 
were lawfully elected or nominated at such caucus. Such 
declaration shall stand as the true record and result of the vote 
cast at such caucus, and the proper officer shall cause the names 
of the persons so declared to be nominated for any elective 
office to be printed upon the official ballots, in accordance' with 
a certificate of such recount and determination made and filed 
with him by said board, which certificate shall be deemed to be 
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made and filed as of the day of holding such caucus. Said 
board shall also furnish to each delegate and member of a 
committee, so declared to be elected, a certificate of his election. 
Any candidate receiving votes at such caucus for such nomina- Candidates 

may be preaent 

tion or office may be present during such recount, either in per- »^ recount, 
son or by an agent duly appointed in writing. 
Sec. 17. The city clerk of Newport and the board of canvas- city officiaia to 

retain under 

sers and registration of the cities of Providence and Pawtucket ^^}. a»,.ufd 

" voting-hsta for 

shall retain imder seal for the period of fourteen calendar months ^^•^^ ^""*' 

all of the voting-lists retm-ned to them under the provisions 

of this chapter: Provided, that such lists may be unsealed for List* may be 

unsealed, when. 

use in the proceedings provided for in sections ten and sixteen 
of this chapter, after which they shall be immediately resealed, 
and that the city clerk of Newport or the board of canvassers 
and registration in Providence or of Pawtucket, after a check- 
list has been used at a caucus of a political party held under the 
provisions of this chapter, upon written application for a copy 
of the list as checked, signed by any qualified elector in the city 
where such list was used, and upon payment or tender of the 
fees provided by law therefor, may unseal and open the wrapper 
containing such check-list, and shall furnish to such applicant 
a certified copy of the list as checked, and shall then reseal the 
same. 
Sec 18. Every public officer or officer of a political party Penalties. 

27 R. I 3fifi 

who shall willfully violate any of the provisions of this chapter, 
or shall refuse, or willfully neglect and omit, to perform, in the 
manner and within the time prescribed, any duty imposed upon 
him by this chapter, shall be fined not less than fifteen nor 
more than fifty dollars, or imprisoned in jail for a period not 
exceeding thirty days, or both. Every person at a caucus who, 
knowing that he is not entitled to vote, votes or attempts to 
vote, or votes or attempts to vote upon any other name than 
his own, or votes or attempts to vote more than once upon his 
own name, or deposits or attempts to deposit more than one 
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ballot for any candidate for any elective office or delegate to any 
convention or member of any political conmuttee at the same 
balloting, or at any caucus gives a false answer to any caucus 
clerk or the presiding officer of sny caucus relative to his right 
to vote at such caucus, shall be punished by iminisonment in 
jail not exceeding thirty days. Whoever aids or abets a person 
not entitled to vote at a caucus in voting or attempting to vote 
under a name other than the voter's own name, or in voting 
twice upon the voter's own name, or aids or abets a person in 
depositing or attempting to deposit at a caucus more than one 
baUot as aforesaid at the same balloting, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in jail not exceeding thirty- days. Whoever will- 
fully alters, or willfully makes any change, erasure, or addi- 
tional check upon the voting-list used or to be used at a cau- 
cus, or, having custody or control of such voting-list, shall 
suffer or permit any alteration, change, erasure, or additional 
check to be made upon such voting-list, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in jail not exceeding sixty da>'s. Ebccepting 
otherwise herein provided, the penalties imposed by law upon 
election and other officers and voters who violate the pro- 
visions of law regulating elective meetings are hereby imposed 
upon the same and like caucus and other officers and voters for 
* the same and like violations of this chapter. 
Ami wiUMui gg^^ 19^ ii sjjij] jj^ tijg duty Qf ever>' police or other peace 
27 R.I. 356. officer or constable to arrest without warrant any person 

detected in the act of violating the provisions of this chapter. 
Su^ZT^fwLifa Sec. 20. The secretar>' of state shall make and send to the 

city clerk of each of said cities, copies of all nomination-papers 
filed with him which contain the names of electors of such city. 



co^Mes of cer- 



ELECTION LAWS. 85 

CHAPTER 13. Pub.Law8.ch. 

1349. April 19. 
1906. 

Of the Use of Voting-Machines at State, City and Town 

Elections. 

Section 1. The use at any state, city, or town election of ^^n^'JJ^of 
voting-machines of such type or make as shall have been ex- Ji^t?JiI^ ** 
amined and approved by the state retuming-board is hereby 
authorized under the restrictions provided in this chapter. 

Sec. 2. In this chapter, unless the context otherwise re- ^5"°?"*?**°; 

*^ ' thifl chapter de- 

quires: ^^• 

The term "state election" shall mean any election at which 
any of the officers named in section one of chapter eleven are to 
be chosen, or any elective meeting at which a question or an 
amendment to the constitution is submitted to the electors of the 
state; 

The term "town election*' shall include city election, and 
shall mean any election at which any city, town, ward, or dis- 
trict officers are to be chosen, or any elective meeting at which a 
question is to be submitted to the voters of a city or town or of 
any subdivision thereof; 

The term "party" shall mean any political organization or 
group of citizens making nominations in accordance with the 
provisions of sections four to twenty-three, inclusive, of chapter 
eleven. 

The term "question" shall mean any question submitted to 
the voters of any city or town or of any subdivision thereof, or 
any question or amendment to the constitution submitted to 
the voters of the state; 

The term "town" shall include city, and the term "town 
clerk " or " clerk of the town " shall include city clerk ; 

The term "moderator" shall include warden and the presid- 
ing officer of any voting-place; 
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The term "machine," when used in sections five to twenty- 
three, inclusive, of this chapter, shall mean any voting-machine 
of a type or make approved by the state returning-board; 

The term "device" shall mean the lever, knob, button, or 
other mechanical contrivance connected with the face-plate of a 
voting-machine, by which the voter shall register his vote; 

The term "face-plate" shall mean that portion of the voting- 
machine facing the voter as he enters to vote, upon which are 
arranged and displayed the devices by which he is to register his 
vote; 

The term "counter" shall mean the nimibered wheels, dials, 
or other mechanism of a voting-machine whereby the votes for 
each candidate and upon each question are indicated, recorded, 
and counted; and the term "protective coimter" shall mean a 
separate counter registering 999,999, which cannot be reset, 
and which records the total number of movements of the operat- 
ing lever. 
fi5B-boaSd"toix- ^^^' ^' Whenever requested by any person representing 
SmWdct?"*" any type or make of voting-machine which in the opinion of the 
state returning-board will probably comply with the provisions 
of this chapter, said board shall examine such machine, and if 
satisfied as to the durability, acciuracy, efliciency, and capacity 
of such machine, and that it does comply with the requirements 
of this chapter, said board shall approve such type or make of 
machine, and shall certify such approval to the secretary of 
state, together with the report, drawings, and photographs, 
which shall be a public record, and thereafter such type or make 
of machine may be used as provided in this chapter. In making 
such examination said board may employ mechanical experts to 
assist it, and the expense of the services of such experts, not 
exceeding two hundred dollars, shall be paid, by the person or 
persons offering such machine for examination, before such 
examination is had, and such mechanical experts shall sign the 
certificate of approval filed by said board with the secretary of 
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state under this section: Provided , however, that no type or 
make of machine shall be used at any state or town election 
until such machine shall have been approved by said board. 

The state retuming-board shall also pass upon and approve said board to 

approve in- 

suitable printed and illustrated instructions furnished by the struction- 

*^ •' sheets furmahcd 

manufacturers of any machines approved by said board, and turSJ'^o/m^ 
when such instructions are so approved they shall be filed with ^ *"*"■ 
the secretary of state, who shall issue copies of the same to the 
city and town officials and other officers of election for their 
guidance in preparing the machines for election, and such in- 
structions shall be binding upon the custodian and other offi- 
cials concerned thereby. 

Sec. 4. Every type or make of voting-toachine approved by Requirementi! 

to be met by 

the state retuming-board must meet the following require- machines. 
ments: 

It must permit a voter to vote in absolute secrecy, by means of 
a mechanical device, for all the candidates for whom he is en- 
titled to vote, at any election at which such machine is to be 
used; 

It must also permit a voter to vote for or against all questions 
upon which he is entitled to vote, at any election at which such 
machine is to be used; 

It must provide one such device for each candidate and also 
party devices whereby a voter may vote for all the candidates of 
any party of his choice by one operation, and such party devices 
must be capable of being locked out of operation without 
interfering with the voting for candidates individually; 

It must permit a voter to vote for candidates for electors of 
president and vice-president of the United States individually, 
or by means of a single device to vote for the entire group of 
such candidates nominated by any party; 

It must provide a means whereby a voter can vote for any 
person for any office, although such person may not be a can- 
didate for such office; 
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It must be so constructed that a voter cannot vote twice for 
any one candidate for the same ofBce, and cannot vote for more 
than one person for the same office except where a voter is law- 
fully entitled to so vote, and cannot vote for more persons than 
he is entitled to vote for; 

It must be so constructed that a voter can change his vote 
for any of the candidates on any of the voting-devices up to the 
time he is ready to register his vote; 

It must be capable of being used for state and town elections 
at the same time, when both elections are held on the same day; 

It must be fitted with a face-plate to which each device can be 
affixed and accurately labeled so as to show clearly and dis- 
tinctly the office, the name and address of the candidate, and the 
party which such device represents; and in the case of each 
party device, so that such device can show the party emblem 
provided by section twenty-four of chapter eleven. Such face- 
plate shall be of such size, and so constructed, as to permit of 
the arrangement thereon of each device and its label, in per- 
pendicular party columns or parallel party rows, and such 
face-plate must be ample in size to accommodate at least seven 
different party coliunns or rows and at least seven different 
questions; 

It must correctly register, by means of mechanical counters, 
the nmnber of voters by whom it is used, and every vote cast for 
each candidate and upon each question, and it must be capable 
of being so closed during the time the polls are open that no 
person can see or know the number of votes registered for any 
candidate, person, or question. Such counters shall be so 
attached to the machine that by means of labels or numbers 
they can be clearly identified with the devices on the face-plate 
by which they are operated; 

It must be provided with a lock or locks by means of which the 
operation of the devices and the movement of the voting, 
coimting and registering mechanism may be absolutely pre- 
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vented and prohibited, whenever such prevention and pro- 
hibition is required by law. 

Any machine that does not conform in ail respects to the fore- 
going requirements shall not be approved by the state retuming- 
board. 

Sec. 5. Whenever the general assembly shall make an ap- secretary of 

Btftte to invite 

propriation for the purchase of machines, the secretary of state c^^^^'^jy^ 
shall by advertisement in the newspapers invite bids for the Sw^ "*™*'' 
furnishing of such type or make of machine as has been ap- 
proved by the state retuming-board, and upon receipt of satis- 
factory bids he shall have authority to contract for the furnish- 
ing of the machines in such manner and at such times as he 
may deem necessary, providing, however, that no such contract 
shall be binding until approved by the governor and the attor- 
ney-general and imtil the secretary of state shall receive a bond, 
in such sum and with such siu'eties as shall be approved by the 
governor and the attorney-general, for the faithful perform- 
ance of the terms of such contract. All machines purchased 
under any such contract shall be paid for from the aforenamed 
appropriation, and the state auditor shall draw his order or 
orders for the payment therefor, upon receipt of vouchers ap- 
proved by the secretary of state and the governor. The secre- 
tary of state may employ a mechanical expert to examine all Mechanic^ ex- 
machines purchased by him at the time of their delivery, and to «°»p'oy®^- 
instruct the town and city officers, to whose care and custody 
the machines are committed, in the use and operation thereof. 
Such expert shall be paid from the appropriation aforenamed 
a sum not exceeding ten dollars for each day's service, and the 
state auditor shall draw his orders for the payment of such ser- 
vices upon the receipt of vouchers approved by the secretary of 
state. The secretary of state shall in his discretion supply such Machines to be 

supplied to 

machines as have been piurchased by the state under the pro- ciues and 

'^ " , '^ towns, when. 

visions of this section, to be used for such period of time as he 

if 

may designate, to any town or city making requisition therefor, 

19 



40 ELECTION LAWS. 

Such requisition shidi be manifested by vote of the town council 
of any town or the board of aldermen of any city, and a cer- 
tified copy of such vote shall be filed with the secretary of state 
at least one month before any election at which the machines 
are to be used. Machines furmahed under the provisions of this 
section may thereafter be used at all state and town elections 
and may be used in one or more voting-places of such town: 
Provided^ however, that at each voting-place where such ma- 
chines are used at least (me machine shall be furnished for every 
six hundred qualified electors, and for every fraction of six 
hundred qualified electors in excess of one hundred, whose names 
are upon the voting-list used at such voting-place. All ma- 
chines furnished und^ the provisions of this section shall be 
delivered by the secretary of state to the clerk of the town 
wherein they are to be used, at the expense of such town, and 
said clerk shall be responsible for their safe-keeping, and the 
authorities of such town shall fiunish said clerk with sufficient 
police protection to enable him at all times, whether such ma- 
chines are in use or not, to properly protect them from injury 
or damage: Provided, however, that such machines shall 
remain the property of the state, and when their use shall for 
any reason be discontinued, they shall be returned to the secre- 
tary of state by the town clerk, at the expense of the town. 
Whenever any machines are furnished imder this section to the 
cities of Providence and Pawtucket they shall be delivered to the 
board of canvassers and r^;istration, and the duties prescribed 
for town clerks by this section in regard to their custody, safe- 
keeping, and return shall devolve upon and be performed by 
said board. 

The use of any machine, purchased and supplied under the 
provisions of this section, may be discontinued at any time by an 
order of the secretary of state filed with the town clerk of the 
town in which such machines are to be used, and the secretary 
of state shall order the discontinuance of the use of such ma- 
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chines whenever he shall receive a certified copy of a vote re- 
questing such discontinuance, passed by the town council or the 
board of aldermen of any town or city in which such machines 
are being used; but such certified copy shall be filed with the 
secretary of state not later than one month before any election 
at which the machines are to be used. 
Sec. 6. Any town or city, by vote of its town or city council, Town or city 

" f f f m r may purcnaao 

may purchase or lease machines and may order their use in any ehiMT 
one or more voting-places of such town or city, and said councils 
may also order the experimental use of leased machines at any 
election in one or more voting-places of such town (mt city, and 
the use of such machines shall be valid for all pmposes of the 
election. Any such order shall be made not later than one 
month before the day of the election at which such machines are 
to be used, and a certified copy of such order shall be forthwith 
filed with the secretary of state, and such order shall show the 
number of machines to be used, the date of the election and the 
voting-places at which they are to be used, whereupon the 
secretary of state shall cause such machines to be examined and 
to be nimibered as required by section seven of this chapter. 
Any order made imder this section shall continue in fcnrce 
until revoked by vote of the*town or city council, but such revo- 
cation shall be made not later than one month before the 
election at which the use of such machine is to be discontinued, 
and a certified copy of the revoking order shall forthwith be 
filed with the secretary of state. Any purchase or lease of 
machines under the provisions of this section shall be at the 
expense of the city or town making such purchase or lease, and 
at each voting-place where such machines are used at least 
one machine shall be furnished for every six hundred qualified 
electors, and for every fraction of six hundred qualified electors 
in excess of one hundred, whose names are upon the voting-list 
used at such voting-place and entitled to use such machines: 
Provided, however, that no machine purchased or leased under 
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MaehineB to be 
numbered by 
the secretary of 
state. 



Diagrams or 
face-plates to 
be prepared, 
by whom. 



the provisions of this section shall be used in any state or town 
election until such machine has been examined by the secretary 
of state or by an expert mechanic apjiointed by him, and is 
f oimd by the secretary of state to comply with the requirements 
of this chapter. The expense of such examination not exceed- 
ing ten dollars for each machine shall be paid by the city or 
town purchasing or leasing the same. 

Sec. 7. Every machine purchased or leased under the pro- 
visions of sections five and six of this chapter shall be numbered 
by the secretary of state, and such nimiber shall be inscribed 
upon the machine in some conspicuous place, and thereafter 
such machine shall be designated and identified by such num- 
ber in all records, reports, certificates, and statements required 
to be made by this chapter or by any other provision of law, 
wherein such machine is to be designated. It shall be the duty 
of the secretary of state to keep a record of the number of each 
machine and of the voting-place in which such machine is used, 
and to that end he may require the person who has custody 
of any machine to furnish him with the necessary information 
for such record. 

Sec. 8. In all cases where machines are to be used for a 
state election or for a town election, held on the same day as 
a state election the secretary of state, and in all cases where 
machines are to be used for town elections only, the town clerk, 
shall prepare a diagram of the face-plate of the machines to 
be used at such election, and such diagram shall show the man- 
ner and order in which the devices and labels shall be arranged 
upon such face-plate. Such diagram shall be made up as nearly 
as possible to conform to the provisions of section twenty- 
four of chapter eleven, in regard to the arrangement of the 
offices and candidates and party colimms on the paper ballot; 
except that whenever the face-plate will permit the list of can- 
didates shall be arranged in parallel party rows running hori- 
zontally across the face-plate. All officers charged with the 
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duty of arranging the devices and labels upon the face-plate of 
any machine for any election shall be fiunished with a copy of 
such diagram at least three days before the date of such elec- 
tion, and shall be governed thereby in the performance of such 
duty. 
Sec. 9. The labels required for any machine to be used at a Labcu to be 

^ "^ fumuuied at ex- 

state election, or at a town election held on the same day as a p*"~ °^ ■****■ 
state election, shall be printed and furnished at the expense of 
the state and shall be supplied by the secretary of state to the 
clerk of the town where such machine is to be used. Such clerk 
shall certify to the secretary of state, not later than ten days 
before such town election, the offices to be voted for thereat, 
the names and addresses of the candidates for such offices, and 
the party name imder which such candidates were nominated, 
and any other information necessary to enable the secretary of 
state to prepare labels imiform in size, type, color, and appear- 
ance with those prepared by him for the state election, and in 
like manner such clerk shall certify to the secretary of state a 
copy of each question to be submitted to the electors of such 
town so that suitable labels may be prepared and furnished 
therefor. Labels required for machines to be used at town 
elections only shall be prepared and furnished at the expense of 
such town, and by the clerk of the town. All labels provided 
under this section shall be printed in black ink on clear, white 
material in plain clear type, as large as the label space will 
permit, and three sets of such labels shall be furnished for each 
machine. Upon the label for questions the statement of the 
question may be abbreviated to meet the requirements of the 
space provided, and shall be printed in type that can be easily 
read, with the words "Yes'' and "No," or "Approve" and 
"Reject," whichever may be required, for the voter to indicate 
his vote for or against any such question. 

The officers required by this section to provide labels shall sample baUot. 
also prepare a sample ballot, which may be of a reduced size^ 
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in the form of a diagram or f acHsimile of the face-plate of the 
machine after the labels and devices have been arranged thereon 
ready for the use of the voter. Such sample ballot shall clearly 
and briefly explain and illustrate the manner of operating the 
machine, of voting a straight party ticket, of voting for can- 
didates individually, and of voting upon questions. No 
fewer than three of such sample ballots shall be fiunished for 
each voting-place. 
kSSlh^ for '^^^ secretary of state shall also prepare and furnish, for each 
by ^reuu^°of votiug-placc at which machines are to be used for state elections, 
suitable forms whereon may be recorded the following informa- 
tion for each machine in use : 

The machine number; 

The voting-place at which such machine is used; 

The date of the election at which such machine is used; 

The number of names checked upon the voting-list used at 
such election; 

The number of voters registered by the machine; 

The number of votes registered by the machine for each can- 
didate, and for what office; 

The number of votes registered by the machine for and 
against each question submitted. 

Space shall be left on such form wherein may be recorded the 
number of votes given in for any person not a candidate at such 
election, and for what office. Spaces shall also be left for the 
signatures of the moderator, clerk, and at least two supervisors. 
The secretary of state shall also furnish the necessary envelopes 
and adhesive labels required to be used in accordance with the 
provisions of section fourteen of this chapter. 

Similar forms shall be prepared and furnished by the town 
clerk of any town wherein machines are to be used for a town 
election only, whereon may be recorded like information in re- 
gard to the votes cast for each candidate or person for town 
offices and for and against each question submitted to the voters 
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of the town; and such clerk shall also furnish the necessary 
envelopes and adhesive labels required to be used in accordance 
with the provisicms of section fourteen of this chapter. 

Whenever machines are to be used at any voting-place in the 
cities of Providence and Pawtucket the officers required by this 
section to furnish and deliver labels, forms, envelopes, and 
adhesive labels shall furnish and deliver the same to the board 
of canvassers and registration. All printed matter, stationery, 
and supplies required to be furnished by this section shall be 
delivered to the proper officer not later than three days before 
the election for which they are to be used. 

Sec. 10. The chairman of the town or city committee of Party watcbore, 

how appointed. 

any political party, may ten days before any election in such 
city or town at which machines are to be used, apply to the 
town or city clerk for the appointment of party watchers. 
. Said clerk shall, within two days after the receipt of such appli- 
cation, from a list of names to be furnished by such chairman, 
appoint one such watcher for each voting-place at which ma- 
chines are to be used. Such watcher shall have the right to 
visit the voting-place for which he is appointed and inspect the 
machines when they are being set up, arranged, locked, and 
sealed and prepared for the use of the voters. He shall also be 
admitted within the guard-rail on the morning of election, before 
the opening of the polls, to witness the inspection of the ma- 
chines by the moderator, but shall not remain within such 
guard-rail after the polls are declared open. He shall also be 
admitted within the guard-rail, after the polls are closed, to 
witness the announcement and recording of the vote registered 
by the machines and the final locking of the machines by the 
moderator. He shall not be entitled to any compensation for 
his services, and shall not, while within the guard-rail, either 
by word or action, interfere with the election-officers in the per- 
formance of their duties, and any attempt on his part so to do 
shall be deemed good cause for his removal from the voting- 
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place by order of the moderator. In the cities of Providence and 

* 

Pawtucket such watchers shall be appointed, by th^ board of 
canvassers and registration, from a list of names submitted to 
said board by the chairman of the city committee of any poli- 
tical party for that city. 
Dugroftown gj,^ n j^ gj^^y ^e the duty of any town clerk to whose 

custody any machines have been delivered to see that each 
machine is properly and safely located in the voting-place where 
it is to be used, and to notify the secretary of state of such loca- 
tion. Before the time for the opening of the polls at any elec- 
tion when machines are to be used he shall affix the labels to the 
devices on the face-plate of each machine, shall see that such 
devices and labels are arranged on the face-plate in accordance 
with the provisions of this chapter, that such devices are in 
good working order, and that the machine is properly set and 
adjusted and ready for use at such election. He shall also see 
that all of the party devices not needed in the election are 
securely locked, and that all the counters are set at zero and 
record no vote for any candidate. When he has prepared, set, 
and adjusted each machine ready for use, he shall lock such 
machines and seal them with a special seal. He shall also see 
that the sample ballots are posted in some conspicuous place in 
the voting-place outside the guard-rail. Prior to the day of 
election he shall carefully instruct the election-officers in regard 
to the locking and imlocking of each machine, the manner of 
operating it, of voting thereby, and of reading and recording the 
votes therefrom. He may appoint deputies who shall be expert 
mechanics to assist him in the performance of the foregoing 
duties, not exceeding one such deputy for every eight machines, 
and such deputies shall be paid the siun of ten dollars per day 
for each day's service, from the town treasury, upon vouchers 
approved by said clerk. Such deputies shall be citizens of the 
state, but need not be voters of the city or town in which they 
are to serve, and before entering upon their duties they shall be 
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sworn to the faithful perfonnance thereof. Said clerk shall 
cause to be delivered to the moderator of the elective meeting 
at which machines are to be used, at least five minutes before 
the opening of the polls, the keys of such machines in a sealed 
envelope upon which shall be written or printed the niunber and 
location of the voting-machines, and the numbers registered on 
the protective counter, if any, as reported to the clerk when the 
machines were set up and adjusted. Such envelope shall be 
opened by the moderator in the presence of the other election- 
officers and watchers, and the delivery of such keys shall be 
equivalent to a certificate from such clerk that the machines are 
ready for use. The custody of such machines shall remain in 
said clerk up to the time of the delivery of the keys thereof to 
the moderator, and said clerk shall be held fully responsible 
for any damage or injury to any machine while it is in his 
custody, and for failure to have any machine ready for use at the 
time of the opening of the polls. The duties imposed by this 
section upon town clerks shall in the cities of Providence and 
Pawtucket be performed by the board of canvassers and regis- 
tration. 
Sec. 12. The voting-places where machines are to be used voUn«-piacee, 

how to D0 

shall be equipped, by the officers now required by law to furnish equipped. 

and equip such voting-places, with a guard-rail having one place 

for entrance and another place for exit, and said rail shall be so 

placed that only persons admitted inside said rail can approach 

within five feet of any machine. Any person desiring to vote Manner of vot- 

ins. 

shall give his name and, if requested so to do, his residence to 
one of the supervisors, who shall thereupon announce the same 
in a loud and distinct voice, clear and audible, and if such 
name is foimd upon the voting-list the supervisor in charge of 
the voting-list shall repeat the said name in the same manner 
and the voter shall be allowed to enter the space enclosed by 
the guard-rail, and his name shall at once be checked upon the 
supervisor's list. The moderator shall thereupon direct said 

19 
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voter as to the machine he shall use, and said voter shall at once 
enter said machine, and shall vote by means of the devices, and 
having voted he shall leave the machine and proceed to the 
desk of the clerk near the exit from the enclosure. He shall 
then give his name and, if requested so to do, his residence to 
the clerk, who shall check his name upon the voting-list, and he 
shall leave the enclosure without delay No voter shall remain 
within a machine longer than one minute, and if he shall refuse 
to leave it after the lapse of one minute he may be removed 
therefrom by order of the moderator. Besides the election- 
officers, not more than two voters in excess of the number of 
machines shall be allowed within said enclosed space at one time. 
In case any voter after entering the machine shall ask for further 
instructions concerning the manner of voting, the moderator 
shall appoint two supervisors, who shall give such instruction to 
him, and after receiving such instruction such voter shall vote 
as in the case of an unassisted voter. Any voter who declares 
to the moderator that on account of blindness or other physical 
disability he cannot use the machine, shall, by direction of the 
moderator, receive the assistance of two supervisors, who in the 
presence of such voter and in the presence of each other shall 
register his vote upon the machine for the candidates of his 
choice. In every case where supervisors are directed by the 
moderator to assist or instruct a voter one of such supervisors 
shall be a republican and the other a democrat. No election 
officer assisting or instructing a voter shall in any manner re- 
quest, suggest, or seek to persuade or induce any such voter to 
vote for a particular candidate or for or against any particular 
question, nor shall any such election-officer give any informa- 
tion whatsoever in regard to the manner in which such voter 
shall vote. 
Duty of moder- Sec. 13. The moderator upon receipt of the keys of the 
machines at the voting-place, before the opening of the polk 
shall in company with the clerk, supervisors, and party watchers, 
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and before the opening of the polls, unlock the counter com- 
partment of each machine and carefully examine each coimter 
and satisfy himself that no vote is registered thereon for any 
candidate or question. He shall also examine the face-plate of 
each machine and see that it is arranged in accordance with the 
sample ballot, and shall satisfy himself, so far as he may do so 
without operating any machine, that each machine is in good 
order and ready for the use of the voters. He shall thereupon 
close and lock the counter compartment of each machine and 
unlock each machine for voting and declare the polls open. 
During the time that the polls are open, and until the machines 
are finally locked and sealed and the keys thereof sealed up for 
transmission to the town clerk, as hereinafter provided, such 
machines shall remain in the care and custody of the moderator, 
who shall see that the machine and the devices and labels 
thereon are not defaced or injured by any voter or any other 
person. During the entire time in which the polls are open for 
voting the doors of the counter compartment shall be kept 
closed and locked and the counters kept concealed, except that, 
if a machine shall become out of order, the moderator may have 
such machine opened for the purpose of making necessary 
repairs thereon: Provided , however, that whenever such ma- 
chine is opened for-such purpose a note thereof shall be made 
on the return-sheet by the moderator and clerk, stating the 
time when said machine was opened, the length of time it was 
opened, and the probable trouble. If at any time after the 
polls are opened the voting is interrupted, by trouble with the 
machine, for more than five minutes, a report of such inter- 
ruption and the probable cause thereof shall be made by the 
moderator and clerk with the returns. In case any machine, 
during the time the polls are opened, becomes injured so as to 
render it inoperative, in whole or in part, it shall be the duty 
of the moderator to immediately notify the town clerk, or, if 
in the cities of Providence and Pawtucket, the board of can- 
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vassers and registration, and such clerk or board shall at once 
substitute another machine for the injured machine and at the 
close of the polls the records of both machines shall be taken. 
If no other machine can be procured for use at such election, 
and there is not another machine at the voting-place in use, 
the election shall continue under the provisions of law that 
would apply if the use of machines had not been authorized. 
All repairs upon machines in use at any voting-place shall be 
made by the expert mechanic appointed under section eleven of 
this chapter, but such repairs shall not be made to any machine 
that will necessitate the moving or changing of the counters 
which register the vote cast for any candidate or question. It 
shall be the duty of the moderator to remain near the entrance 
to the machines while the polls are open, to regulate the ad- 
mission of voters thereto, but he may api)oint one of the super- 
visors, from time to time, to relieve him in the performance of 
such duty. He shall also, at such intervals as he may deem 
proper or necessary, examine the face-plate of each machine 
to ascertain whether it has been defaced or injured, to detect 
any wrongdoer, and to have any injury repaired. 
DuUos of mod- Sec. 14. Immediately upon the close of the polls the moder- 

erator upon 

cioaing of poiiB. ^^j, gjj^j Jq^jJj. ^j^g operating levers of the machine against 
voting and shall open the counter compartment, and in the 
presence of the other election-oflScers and watchers shall proceed 
to read off in a clear and loud voice the vote for each candidate, 
and upon each question as indicated by the counters, and the 
votes cast for persons not nominated. While the moderator is 
so announcing the vote, the clerk shall record the same on the 
forms provided for in section nine of this chapter. Upon the 
blank form provided by the secretary of state he shall record in 
ink the votes cast for each candidate and person and for and 
against each question in the state election, and upon the blanks 
furnished by the town clerk he shall record in ink the votes cast 
for each candidate and person and for and against each question 
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in the town election, and the number registered on the protect- 
ive counter, if any; and such records shall be known, respect- 
ively, as state election returns and town election returns. 
The moderator and one supervisor of each political party shall 
each separately compare such returns with the counters of the 
machine, and if they are found to agree, such moderator, clerk, 
and supervisor shall sign such retiuns. The clerk shall there- 
upon copy such returns in ink in the record-book of the elective 
meeting now provided for by law, and the moderator shall 
compare the copy made in said book with the counters of the 
machine, and if they are found to agree, he, together with the 
clerk, shall sign such record-book. At least two separate 
return-sheets shall be made out for each machine used in the 
voting-place, and the records in the record-book shall show the 
votes registered by each machine for each candidate and person 
and for and against each question, and the number registered 
on the protective counter, if any. The machine shall then be 
completely locked by the moderator so that the devices cannot 
be worked nor the counters or registers changed, and the keys 
of the machines shall be enclosed in a stout envelope and be 
directed to the town clerk. The record-book shall also be 
placed in a paper wrapper and directed to the town clerk. Such 
record-book and envelope shall then be sealed with two or more 
adhesive labels affixed upon such envleope and package so that 
they cannot be tampered with, and such labels shall be signed 
in ink by the moderator and clerk. Such envelope and record- 
book shall thereupon be delivered to a police officer who shall, 
under orders of the town clerk, or, if in the cities of Providence 
and Pawtucket, under orders of the board of canvassers and 
registration, remain at the voting-place until such clerk or 
board resumes custody of the machines. Such envelope and 
record-book shall not be opened, after they are once sealed up 
in the polling-place, by any person whatsoever, except the officer 
to whom they are addressed. 
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EieoUon re- The state election returns shall be enclosed in a stout en- 

tums. 

velope, together with the supervisors' reports, and such en- 
velope shall be endorsed with a statement of the offices and 
question to which the returns relate, the number of the ma- 
chines from which such returns were taken, the voting-place 
where such machines were used, and the date of the election 
to which such returns refer. The town election returns shall be 
enclosed in another stout envelope, together with the super- 
visors' reports, and such envelope shall be endorsed with a 
statement of the offices and questions to which such returns 
relate, the number of the machines from which such returns 
were taken, the voting -place where such machines were used, 
and the date of the election to which such retiuns refer. Each 
envelope shall be sealed with two or more adhesive labels, 
and such labels shall be signed in ink by the moderator and clerk. 

The provisions of law relating to the disposition of the ballots 
cast under chapter eleven, after they have been sealed up in 
open town meeting, shall apply in all respects to the disposition 
of the state election returns and the town election returns after 
they are enclosed in envelopes and sealed up as before pre- 
scribed, and said returns shall be of the same force and effect in 
determining the vote cast for any candidate and person, or for 
and against any question, as would ballots cast for such candi- 
dates, persons, or for and against such questions under the pro- 
visions of chapter eleven, or any other provision of law in regard 
to elections. 

When machines are used at town elections in towns not 
divided into voting-districts, the moderator, after announcing 
the votes registered by the machines for the candidates for town 
officers, and upon questions submitted to the voters of the town, 
and signing the record thereof in the record-book, shall declare 
the result of such town election, and certificates shall be issued 
to the officers declared elected as is now required by law. 
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Sec. 15. When the machmes used in any voting-place have Town clerk to 

•' ^ '^ resume cu»- 

been finally locked and sealed by the moderator after the close ^^f ^2i. 
of the polls, the town clerk shall resume custody of such ma- 
chines, either in person or through a police oflScer delegated for 
that purpose, and shall take all necessary measures to prevent 
such machines from being opened, tampered with, injured, or 
damaged, or the counters thereof changed, until such time as 
said clerk is notified by the proper ofiicers that the election has 
in all respects been completed: Provided j however ^ that in the 
cities of Providence and Pawtucket such custody shall be re- 
sumed by the boards of canvassers and registration of said 
cities; and provided, further, that such machines may be opened, 
unlocked, and examined at any time by order of the state 
retuming-board after the polls are closed, and such board may 
issue such order whenever it deems such action necessary for the 
proper discharge of its duty in coimting, tabulating, and declar- 
ing the votes cast at state elections, and such board may, in its 
discretion, issue an order upon the petition of any town council, 
board of alderman, or of the board of canvassers and registration, 
or any candidate at the said election; but no machine shall be 
opened, upon any such order except in the presence of a mem- 
ber of the state retuming-board, who shall see that such machine 
is securely relocked and resealed after the investigation for 
which it was opened has been completed. 
Sec. 16. Whenever any machines purchased or leased under Model of mar- 

*' ^ chine may be 

sections five and six of this chapter are to be iised for the first Sw^'of '"" 

J. • 1 ■ 1 xi. 1 * 1 1 • votere, when. 

tune m any votmg-place, the person supplying such machmes 
may be required, by the officer or body purchasing or leasing 
them, to furnish and equip each of such voting-places with a 
model for the instruction of voters. Permission may also be 
granted to any person, supplying machines under the provision 
of this chapter, to furnish and use models of such machines for 
the instruction of voters, and such permission shall be subject to 
the restriction that the model machines shall be located out- 
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side the guard-rail of the voting-place in a position where their 
operation will not interfere with the conduct of elections, and 
further that such machines in the arrangement of their face- 
plate shall correspond with the machine or machines in use 
within the guard-rail. Labels shaU be furnished for such 
model machines free of charge by the officers required to provide 
such labels, under section nine of this chapter. 
n|3Sd^ is? Sec. 17. Any puHic officer upon whom a duty is imposed 

?orm duty^*^ by this chapter who shall willfully neglect to perform such duty, 

or who shall perform it in such a way as to hinder the objects 
of this chapter, shall be imprisoned not exceeding one year or 
fined not exceeding five hundred dollars, or both. 
Penalty for Sec. 18. Any pcrsou, uot bciug an election-officer or person 

tampenng with 

"•°^®^ upon whom a duty is imposed by this chapter, wh«, while any 

machine is being made ready for an election, or is in use during 
an election, shall tamper with such machine, disarrange, deface, 
injure, or impair the same in any manner, or mutilate, injure, or 
destroy or disarrange any label thereon, or to be placed thereon, 
or any other appliance used in connection with such machine, 
shall be imprisoned not exceeding one year or fined not exceed- 
ing five hundred dollars, or both. 

Penalty for Sec. 19. Any pcrsou having the custody of a machine under 

tampering with 

^^^^y this chapter, or any election-officer, who, with intent to cause or 
h^ngcua- permit any machine to fail to correctly register all votes cast 

thereby, tampers with, injures, or disarranges such machine in 
any way, or any part thereof, or who causes or consents to such 
machine being used for voting at any election with knowledge 
of the fact that the same is not in order or not properly set and 
adjusted so that it will correctly register all votes cast thereby, 
or who, for the purpose of defrauding or deceiving any voter 
or of causing it to be doubtful for what candidate or question 
any vote is cast, or of causing it to appear upon said machine 
that votes cast for one candidate or question were cast for 
another candidate or question, removes, changes, or mutilates 
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any label on said machine or any part thereof, or does anything 
to defeat the will or intention of a voter in casting a lawful 
vote, shall be imprisoned not exceeding one year or fined not 
exceeding five hundred dollars, or both. 
Sec. 20. Any dection-oflicer who shall at the close of the Penalty for 

■^ elecUon officer 

polls purposely cause the vote registered by any machine to be S^SSTrectbr*** 

incorrectly recorded or returned, as to any candidate, person tumed. 

or question, or who shall knowingly cause to be made or signed 

any false statement, certificate, or return of any kind, of such 

vote, or who shall knowingly consent to such things, or any of 

them, being done, shall be imprisoned not exceeding one year or 

fined not exceeding five hundred dollars, or both. 

Sec. 21. Whoever, with intent to defraud a voter of his Penalty for diw 

culating falee 

vote, or to cause a voter to lose his vote, shall give m any way, pr miaieading 
or shall print, write, or circulate, or shall cause to be written, 
printed, or circulated, any improper, false, misleading, or in- 
correct instructions or advices or suggestions of how to vote by 
the machine, the following of which would cause any voter to 
lose his votes or would cause him to fail to register or record the 
same on the machine for the candidates of his choice, shall be 
imprisoned not exceeding one year or fined not exceeding five 
hundred dollars. 

Sec. 22. Any unauthorized person who shall make a dupli- Pcmaty for 

•^ "^ unauthorised 

cate of, or have in his possession, a key to any machine used at ^^^ mi2hi?e. 
any election, or any election-officer who shall keep one or more Sin-K^ffiwrfaii- 

ing to properly 

of the keys to a machine and shall fail or refuse to retiun them rctum key. 
immediately after the election to the officer charged by law 
with the duty of caring for such keys, and any mechanic who 
shall keep one or more of said keys after he has prepared the 
machines for election and shall refuse to turn said keys over to 
the officer charged by law with the care of said keys, and any 
officer charged by law with the care of said keys who shall keep 
such keys and refuse to deliver them over to his successor in 

14 
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office, shall be imprisoned not exceeding one year or fined not 

exceeding five hundred dollars. 
S^STteron- Sec. 23. All provisions of law in relation to the conduct of 
toclStiOT?''*^ elections not inconsistent with the provisions of this chapter 

shall apply to all elections at which machines are used. 

Pub. L.W.. Ch. CHAPTER 14. 

826. March 7, 



1901. 



Of the Election of General Officers. 



General oifi- SECTION 1. (As amended by Section 1, Chapter 817, Public 

cer8« when 

SrmTllf office. Laws.) The governor, lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, 

attorney-general, and general treasurer shall be known as general 
officers. They shall be elected by ballot at town, representative- 
district and voting-district meetings, on the Tuesday next after 
the first Monday in November biennially, commencing A. D. 
1912, and shall severally hold their offices for two years from the 
first Tuesday of January next succeeding their election and until 
their successors are elected and qualified. 
S^K'dXere'j Sec. 2. The ballots given in at any election for general 
tuming-boardl officcrs, after having been counted and declared in open meeting 

by the moderators or wardens and clerks, shall be sealed up and 
certified in the maimer provided by law and be delivered in per- 
son, by the respective clerks of the meetings where they were 
given in, to the state retuming-board within forty-eight hours 
after such sealing is done: Provided, that any such clerk may 
appoint, in writing, some officer of the town or city where he 
resides to so deliver such ballots in his stead in case of his 
sickness or absolute inability to deliver them in person. 
fiJf-boiS™" Sec. 3. The state retuming-board shall count and tabulate 
2d'\US?"cSiJ all such ballots and declare the result thereof m the maimer pro- 
vided by law, and shall give certificates of their election to the 
persons shown to have been elected. 

Sec. 4. When the governor- elect shall die, remove from the 
state, refuse to serve, become insane, or be otherwise incapac- 



tificates. 
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itated, the lieutenant-governor elect shall be qualified as gov- Lieutenant- 

' ^ TO governor Bhall 

emor at the beginning of the term for which he was elected. ^^^ governor. 
When both the governor and lieutenant-governor-elect, or either General officera 
the lieutenant-governor, secretary of state, attorney-general, or by the^^erai 

assembly, when. 

general treasurer-elect, are so mcapacitated, or when there has 
been a failure to elect any one or more of the officers mentioned 
in this section, the general assembly shall, upon its organization, 
meet in grand committee and elect some person or persons to fill 
the office or offices, as the case may be, for which such incapacity 
exists or as to which such failure to elect occurred. When the 
general assembly shall elect any of said officers because of the 
failure of any person to receive a plurality of the votes cast, the 
election in each case shall be made from the persons who received 
the same and largest number of votes. 
Sec. 5. If the offices of governor and lieutenant-governor be Acting gov- 

emor, duties. 

both vacant, by reason of death or otherwise, they shall be filled 
by the general assembly in grand committee, and the acting 
governor shall, if the general assembly is not then in session 
call a special session thereof, for that purpose, within twenty 

• 

days after both of said offices become vacant, if a stated ses- 
sion is not sooner to occur. 

Sec. 6. In case of a vacancy in the office of secretary of Grand com- 
state, attorney-general, or general treasurer, from any cause, the certain general 

officers, when. 

general assembly in grand committee shall elect some person to 

fill the same: Provided, that if such vacancy occurs when the Governor shaii 

appoint, when. 

general assembly is not in session the governor shall appoint 
some person to fill such vacancy until a successor elected by the 
general assembly is qualified to act. 
Sec. 7. In elections by the general assembly in grand com- Majority to 

elect in grand 

mittee the person receiving a majority of the votes shall be con^niittee. 
elected. Every person elected by the general assembly to fill 
a vacancy, pursuant to the provisions of this chapter, shall hold 
his office for the remainder of the term or for the full term, as 
the case may be, and until his successor is elected and qualified. 
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CHAPTER 15. 



i^',^prii^; Of THE Election OP Senators AND Representatives in the 

1905* * ^^ 

26 ILL 520. General Assembly. 



Senators and 
representatives 
in general as- 
sembly, date 
of election and 
term of office. 



Election meet- 
ings to stand 
adjourned un- 
til notice is re- 
ceived that 
senators and 
representatives 
have been 
elected. 



Of the delivery 
of ballots cast 
for members of 
the general as- 
sembly. 



Section 1. (As amended by Section 29, Chapter 640, and 
Section 1, Chapter 819, Public Laws.) Senators and representa- 
tives in the general assembly shall be elected by ballot in each 
town and city, at town, representative-district, and voting- 
district meetings, on the Tuesday next after the first Monday 
in November biennially, commencing A. D. 1912, and shall 
severally hold their offices of two years from the first Tuesday in 
January next succeeding their election and until their successors 
' are elected and qualified. 

Sec. 2. (As amended by Section 30, Chapter 640, Public 
Laws.) All town, representative-district, and voting-district 
meetings held in any town or city for the election of senator and 
representatives in the general assembly, or of any one or more 
of them, shall, at the time of closing the polls therein prescribed 
by law, stand adjourned \mtil the date named in the warrant 
provided in section four of this chapter to be issued in case of no 
election, or until the state returning-board shall have notified 
the mayor or president of the town coimcil, as the case may be, 
that an election of senator and representatives in the general 
assembly from such city or town has been made. 

Sec. 3. All ballots given in for senators and representatives 
in the general assembly at any election therefor, after having 
been counted and declared in open meeting by the moderators 
or wardens and clerks, shall be sealed up and certified in the 
manner provided by law and be delivered in person, by the 
respective clerks of the meetings where they were given in, to 
the state returning-board, within forty-eight hours after such 
sealing is done: Provided, that any such clerk may appoint 
in writing some officer of the city or town wherever he resides 
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to SO deliver such ballots in his stead in case of his sickness or 
absolute inability to deliver them in person. 

Sec. 4. (As amended by Section 31, Chapter 640, Public Proceedings in 
Laws.) If it shall appear, by the count of the state returning- jfo^^a^^of 
board, that no election has been made of senator or any one or **"" ^^ 
more of the representatives in the general assembly, in any city 
or town at any election held for such officers, said returning- 
board shall, immediately after such count, notify the mayor of 
such city or the president of the town council of such town, of 
such failure to elect, and if the failure to elect be of senator, the 
mayor of such city or the president of the town council of such 
town shall, immediately after such notification, issue a warrant 
to the moderator of the town, or to the moderator or moderators 
of the representative-district or districts, or voting-district 
therein, as the case may be; and if the failure to elect be of one 
or more representatives, to the moderator of the town, the 
moderator or moderators of the representative-district or dis- 
tricts or voting-districts therein, as the case may be, directing 
the election to proceed, on the tenth day from the date of such 
warrant, unless such day be a legal holiday, in which case it 
shall direct the election to proceed on the next day after the 
tenth day not a legal holiday, for the officer or officers for which 
there was no* choice, which warrant shall be served on the day of 
its issue by the city or town sergeant or constable: Provided, 
that in Westerly and Hopkinton there shall be no election held 
on Saturday, and if said tenth day shall fall on Saturday, the 
election in those towns shall proceed on the Monday next follow- 
ing, imless such Monday be a legal holiday, in which case the 
election in these towns shall proceed on the next following day 
which is not a legal holiday. 

Sec. 6. Whenever any person elected a senator or repre- or new elec- 
tions to fill a 

sentative in the general assembly shall at any time between the vacancy. 

18 R. I. 276. 

day of his election and the beginning of his term of office refuse is »• i- s^s- 
to serve, and so declare to the clerk of the city or town for which 
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he is elected, or die, become insane, remove from the state, or be 
otherwise incapacitated, the clerk of such city or town shall 
forthwith issue his warrant ordering a new election of senator or 
representative, as the case may be, to be held in the city of 
Providence within forty days, and in other cities and towns 
within thirty days, from the occurrence of such refusal or in- 
capacity. Every person elected pursuant to the provisions of 
this section shall hold his office for the full term or for the 
remainder of the term, as the case may be, of the office which he 
is elected to fill, and imtil his successor is elected and qualified. 
Same wibject. Sec. 6. Whenever from any cause a vacancy shall occur in 

the representation of any city or town in the general assembly 
while the general assembly is in session, the clerk of such city or 
town shall forthwith issue his warrant ordering an election to 
fill such vacancy to be held in the city of Providence within 
forty days, and in other cities and towns within thirty days from 
the occurrence thereof: Provided j than if the general assembly 
has passed or shall thereafter pass any resolution of final 
adjournment of the session then being held which will render it 
impossible for a person elected at an election so called to serve 
at such session, such election shall not be orderd, or if ordered 
shall not be held. In the latter case such clerk shall issue his 
warrant coimtermanding such election. If such a vacancy shall 
occur or exist at any time when the general assembly is not in 
session the clerk of the city or town where such vacancy exists 
shall, if ordered by the board of aldermen of such city or the 
town council of such town, issue his warrant ordering an elec- 
tion to be held to fill such vacancy as hereinafter provided. 
Every person elected pursuant to the provisions of this section 
shall hold his office for the remainder of the term which he is 
elected to fill and until his successor is elected and qualified. 
SjouraednfieS Sec. 7. At the adjoiuned elections provided for in section 
niahed by secre- four of this chapter, the official ballot shall contain the names of 

tary of state. 

the candidates for the offices for which there was no choice at 
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the first election, and shall be prmted and supplied by the secre- 
tary of state: Provided^ that in case any such candidate has 
died, the city or town committee of the party to which he be- 
longed may substitute the name of some other person as a can- 
didate and such name shall be printed upon the official ballot, 
if such substitution is made in time to allow it to be so printed. 
For the elections provided for in sections five and six of this SfS-^SeS?" 
chapter, certificates of nomination and nomination-papers may 
be filed ten days previous to the date of such elections. 
Sec. 8. Every mayor, president of a town council, or town Penalty for 

neglect to oea- 

clerk who shall neglect to seasonably issue his warrant as pro- sonabiy insue 

warrant. 

vided in this chapter, shall be fined five hundred dollars. 
Sec. 9. If the clerk of any elective meeting shall neglect or Penalty for faii- 

•^ «=» c^ yj^ ^Q deliver 

refuse to deliver to the state retuming-board the packages of retu?l5^*^** 
ballots as provided in section three of this chapter, or to author- ^****^* 
ize in writing some officer as provided therein to make such 
delivery, or if any officer so authorized shall fail to make such 
delivery within the time specified therefor, the person so neglect- 
ing or refusing shall be fined not exceeding five hundred dollars. 
Sec. 10. (Repealed by Section 32, Chapter 640, PubUc 
Laws.) 

CHAPTER 16. 
Of the Election of Representatives in the Congress of Pub. Laws. ch. 

838, March 28. 

THE United States. looi- 

Section 1. (As amended by Section 1, Chapter 775, Public Three distncto 

for election of 

Laws.) The state shall be divided into three districts for the congr^men. 

and who votca 

election of representatives in the congress of the United States, **»«"*"»• 
to be called respectively the first congressional district, the 
second congressional district, and the third congressional 
district, and the electors residing in each of said districts who 
are qualified to vote for general officers shall be entitled, at the 
times and places and in the maimer hereinafter and by law pro- 
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vided, to elect a representative in the congress of the United 
States for the district in which they reside. 

how^c^'iSS^. Sec. 2. (As amended by Section 2, Chapter 775, Public 
Laws.) The first district shall consist and be composed of the 
territory embraced within the following cities, towns, and 
representative-districts of the city of Providence, to wit: New- 
port, Middletown, Portsmouth, Tiverton, Little Compton, 
New Shoreham, Jamestown, Barrington, Warren, Bristol, East 
Providence, and the first, second, third, fourth, fifteenth, seven- 
teenth, eighteenth, twenty-first, twenty-second, twenty-third, 
twenty-fourth, and twenty-fifth representative-districts of the 
city of Providence. 

Second district. The sccoud distrfct shall consist and be composed of the 
territory embraced within the following cities, towns, and repre- 
sentative-districts of the city of Providence, to wit: Warwick, 
East Greenwich, West Greenwich, Coventry, Exeter, North 
Kingstown, South Kingstown, Hopkinton, Richmond, Charles- 
town, Westerly, Narragansett, Foster, Scituate, Johnston, 
Cranston, North Providence, and the seventh, tenth, eleventh, 
twelfth, thirteenth, fourteenth, sixteenth, nineteenth, and 
twentieth representative districts of the city, of Providence. 

Third diatrict. The third district shall consist and be composed of the terri- 
tory embraced within the following cities, towns, and repre- 
sentative districts of the city of Providence, to wit: Burrill- 
ville, Glocester, North Smithfield, Woonsocket, Smithfield, 
Cumberland, Lincoln, Central Falls, Pawtucket, and the fifth, 
sixth, eighth, and ninth representative districts of the city of 
Providence. 

hiide^""' ^^^^ ^^^' ^' '^^^ election of representatives in congress shall be 

holden on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in Novem- 
ber in the year one thousand nine hundred and eighty and on 
the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in everj" 
second year thereafter. 
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Sec. 4. In all elections of representatives in congress the piumuty to 

voting shall be by ballot, and the person or candidate receiving ®^**^** 
the largest number of votes shall be declared elected. 

• Sec. 6. The ballots given in at any election for representa- ?ailoS» ««* ^ 

*^ be delivered to 

tives in congress, after having been counted and declared in open SJ^^JS™' 
meeting by the moderators or wardens and clerks, shall be sealed 
up and certified in the manner provided by law and be delivered 
in person, by the respective clerks of the meetings where they 
were given in, to the state retuming-board within forty-eight 
hours after such sealing is done: Provided, that any such clerk 
may appoint in writing some officer of the town or city where he 
resides to deliver said ballots in his stead in case of his sickness 
or absolute inability to deliver them in person. 

Sec. 6. The state retuming-board shall coimt and tabulate Duties of state 
all such ballots and declare the result thereof in the manner KSST"*" 
provided by law, and shall give certificates of their election to the 
persons shown to have been elected. 

Sec. 7. In case no person shall receive a plurality of the New eiectioiu. 
votes cast in either district at any such election, a new election 
shall be held in such district in the fourth Tuesday after the 
holding of the election at which there was no choice. For such 
election, any new certificates of nomination or nomination- uodb. 
papers shall be filed ten days previous to the date of such elec- 
tion. 

Sec. 8. Whenever any person elected a representative in in case of va- 

cancy new eloo^ 

congress from either district shall at any time between the day ^°^!f^^ 
of his election and the beginning of his term of office refuse to f^^^^^^'- 
serve and so declare to the secretary of state, or die, become 
insane, remove from the state, or be otherwise incapacitated, 
or whenever a vacancy shall happen in the representation of this 
state in congress as contemplated in the second section of the 
first article of the constitution of the United States, the gov- 
ernor shall forthwith issue his writ of election directed to the 

several city and town clerks, ordering a new election of repre- 
ifi 
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sentatives in congress to be held in such district or an election 
to be held to fill such vacancy, as the circumstances shall re- 
quire, at as early a date, to be stated in said writ, as will admit 
of compliance with the provisions of law in relation to such 
elections. No elections provided for by this section shall be 
held on Saturday. 



11 R. I. 638. 
Pub. Laws, Gh. 
827. March 12, 
IQOl. 
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19 R. I. 616. 



Election of, 
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CHAPTER 17. 

Of the Election of Electors of President and Vice- 
President OF THE United States. 

Section 1. The people of this state qualified by law to vote 
for general oflScers shall elect by ballot so many electors of 
president and vice-president of the United States as the state 
is or shall be entitled to, at town, ward, and district meetings, 
on the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in 
every fourth year, commencing A. D. nineteen hundred eight; 
and the several candidates having a plurality of the legal votes 
given in at such election shall be electors. 

Sec. 2. The ballots given in at such election, after having 
been counted and declared in open meeting by the moderators 
or wardens and clerks, shall be sealed up and certified in the 
manner provided by law and be delivered in person, by the 
respective clerks of the meetings where they were given in, to 
the state retuming-board within forty-eight hours after such 
sealing is done: Provided, that any such clerk may appoint, in 
writing, some oflBcer of the town or city where he resides to 
deliver said ballots in his stead in case of his sickness or absolute 
inability to deliver them in person. 

Sec. 3. The names of the persons voted for as electors shall 
be numbered upon the ballots, and in counting the ballots cast 
for them the places numbered shall be considered separate 
places. 



BLECnON LAWS. 115 

Sbc. 4. The state retuming-board shall count and tabulate SidMSto***' 
all such ballots and declare the result thereof in the manner 
provided by law, and shall give certificates of their election to 
the persons shown to have been elected. 

Sec. 5. If such count, tabulation and declaration shall ifnoeieoUon, 

' vaoanoy, how 

show that there has been no election of any one or more of the ^•^ 
electors to which the state is or shall be entitled, the general 
assembly at its session commencing on the first Tuesday in 
January next succeeding shall elect so many electors in grand 
committee as may be necessary to complete the number to 
which the state is or shall be entitled, and the secretary of state 
shall give certificates of their election to the persons so elected. 
Sec. 6. Electors elected pursuant to this chapter shall meet Ejectors chosen 

"^ where to meet 

in the state house in the city of Providence on the second Mon- "*** ^°**- 
day in January in the year nineteen hundred nine and in every 
fourth year thereafter, and there vote for a president and vice- 
president of the United States agreeably to the laws of the 
United States. 
Sec. 7. If any elector elected as hereinbefore provided in VMandesoo- 

omrinc after an 

this chapter shall decline his office or from aAy cause not be eieetion.tobe 

filled, how. 

present at four o'clock in the afternoon of the day and at the 
place where it is provided by law that such electors shall meet 
and vote for a president and vice-president of the United States, 
or if at that time the general assembly shall not have elected 
any elector or electors required to be elected by it by the pro- 
visions of section five of this chapter, the elector or electors at 
that time elected according to the provisions of this chapter and 
present at such time and place shall elect such number of elec- 
tors as may be required to complete the number of electors to 
which the state is or at that time shall be entitled, and shall 
immediately, upon the same day, file a certificate of the elec- 
tion of the electors so elected by him or them in the office of the 
secretary of state, which certificate shall also state the reasons 
for such election. 



110 ELSCnON LAWS. 



2^t^S^ Sec. 8. It shall be the duty of the governor and the secre- 
S^tTit staS^ tary of state to be present at the state house in Providence, on 

house OQ day of 

meeting of eieo- the day of the meeting of said electors, to make and furnish to 

tors. *^ 

the electors any certificates required by the laws of the United 
States to be forwarded to the seat of government with the votes 
of said electors which are made necessary by any election made 
puisuant to the provisions of section seven of this chapter. 

Pub. Law. Ch, CHAPTER 18. 

834, March 26. 
1901. 

Of Voting Upon Propositions of Amendment of the Con- 
stitution, AND Upon Questions Submitted to the Elec- 
tors of the State. 

Of voting upon SECTION 1. Whenever any proposition of amendment of the 

propositions *' '^ '^ 

the™Mtor^ coustitution or any question is submitted to the electors of the 
state, it shall be voted upon by ballot at the time provided in 
the act submitting the same at town, ward, and district meet- 
ings. 

Of voting upon Sec. 2. The Secretary of state, in preparing such proposed 

propositions 

theScc^rs** amendment or question for submission to the electors, shall, if 
?^^' ^^; „„ candidates for office are to be voted for at the same time, print 

1229, April 26, ' '^ 

^®^' such proposition of amendment or question after or beneath the 

lists of candidates upon the official ballot. 
BsUotscast Sec. 3. The ballots given in for and against any such 

upon proposi- *=* o .y 

5SS«i*Si^ ccr- proposition of amendment or question, after having been count- 
uvered to state cd and declared in open meeting by the moderators or wardens 

retuminc- 

bo«"^- and clerks of such meetings, shall be sealed up and certified in 

the manner provided by law and be delivered in person, by the 
respective clerks of the meetings where they were given in, to 
the state retuming-board within forty-eight hours after such 
sealing is done: Provided, that any such clerk may appoint in 
writing some officer of the town or city where he resides to so 
deliver such ballots in his stead in case of his sickness or absolute 
inability to deliver them in person. 
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Sec. 4. The state retuming-board shall count and tabulate §JJLbJ^ to" 
all such ballots and shall declare the result thereof in the manner fotsT tabiSate' 

tho 8aine» End 

provided by law, and such declaration shall be a sufficient notice ^**^ ^^ "- 
to all officers, and other persons interested, of the adoption or 
the rejection of any amendment of the constitution or of the 
manner in which any question submitted to the electors of the 
state has been decided. 

CHAPTER 19. Pub. Law., ch. 

826, March 6. 
1001. 

Of the State Returning-Board and Defining its Duties. ^ ^- ^- ^^- 

• 

Section 1. There shall be a state retuming-board consisting state retum- 

ins-board, how 

of five members. At the January session of the general as- coMtituted. 
sembly in each year, the governor, with the advice and consent 
of the senate, shall appoint one member of said board to hold 
office until the first day of February in the fifth year after his 
appointment to succeed the member of said board whose term 
will next expire. Any vacancy which may occur in said board 
when the senate is not in session shall be filled by the governor 
until the next session thereof, when he shall, with the advice 
and consent of the senate, appoint some person to fill such 
vacancy for the remainder of the term. The members of said 
board shall not all be of the same political party. Said board 
shall elect one of its members as chairman to preside at its 
meetinga, and in his absence shall elect some member as chair- 
man pro tern. 

Sec. 2. The ballots cast for electors of president and vice- Baiiot* cast for 
president of the United States, representatives in congress, etc. mentioned 

in Section 1, to 

general officers, and senators and representatives in the general Jl^^^A^mi^- 
assembly, and for and against any proposed amendment of the ^"^^^^^ 
constitution of the state, or any question submitted to the elec- ]^{ ie^ioos. 
tors of the state, shall be counted and tabulated by said board. 
Sec. 3. Said board shall commence the counting and tabu- 
lating of such ballots within twenty-four hours after their 
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Pub. Laws, 
1229, Sec. 14, 
April 26. 1905. 



Certtficates to 
be furnished 
candidates 
elected. 
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state. 

Pub. Laws, 
1229. Sec. 15. 
April 26. 1905. 



reception or the reception of any of them, and shall continue 
and complete the same with all reasonable expedition. When 
the result thereof has been ascertained, said board shall declare 
the same by publishing in at least one newspaper in each of the 
cities of Providence, Pawtucket, Newport, Woonsocket, and 
Central Falls, and in each of the towns of Bristol, East Green- 
wich, Warwick, Westerly, South Kingstown, and Burrillville, 
or in each of said cities and town in which a newspaper is 
published, a statement of the names of the persons elected; 
the total number of ballots cast for each candidate except 
candidates for senator and representative in the general* as- 
sembly ; the niunber of votes cast for and against any such pro- 
posed amendment or question; whether such proposed amend- 
ment has or has not been adopted or such question has or has 
not been assented to by the electors of the state; and, if such be 
the case, the office or offices for which no person received a 
plurality of the votes cast therefor. 

Sec. 4. Said board shall forthwith, after such result has been 
ascertained, furnish to each candidate elected a certificate of 
his election, and shall deliver to the secretary of state, who shall 
keep the same on file in his office, a statement of the number of 
ballots cast in each voting-district, ward, town, and city for 
each candidate; the total niunber cast in the state for each of the 
candidates for electors and for general officers; the total number 
cast in each congressional district for each candidate for repre- 
sentative in congress; the total number cast in each city or town 
for each candidate for senator and representative in the general 
assembly; the number of votes cast in each voting-district, 
ward, town, and city for and against any proposed amendment 
of the constitution, or question submitted to the electors of the 
state; the total number of votes cast in the state for and against 
any such proposed amendment or question; the names of the 
respective candidates elected and the offices to which they have 
been respectively elected; whether or not any such proposed 
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amendment has been adopted, and whether or not any such 
question has been assented to by the electors of the state. 
Such certificates and statement shall be signed by said board 
and shall be final and conclusive evidence of the matters in them 
contained and of the title of the persons declared elected to the 
offices for which they have severally received certificates of 
election. 

Sec. 5. The sessions of said board for the counting and tabu- g^°" °^ ■**** ' 
lating provided for in section three of this chapter shall be public, 
but no notice or advertisement thereof need be given. Such 
counting and tabulating shall be done within a railed space in 
the room in which such counting and tabulating takes place, and 
said board shall admit within such r^ed space the candidate, 
or at least one representative of the candidate, for whom ballots o/^JJSSJ^^ 
are at the time being counted, who may scrutinize the count in *'*^*^**- 
accordance with the rules which may be adopted by said board. 
When the counting and tabulating of the votes for and against 
any proposed amendment of the constitution or for and against 
any question submitted to the electors of the state is taking 
place, said board shall admit within such railed space at least 
two republicans and two democrats, with like privileges as pro- 
vided herein for candidates and their representatives. Such 
representatives shall be authorized in writing by the candidates 
whom they severally represent, and each of such republicans 
and democrats shall be authorized in writing by the chairman of 
the state central committee of the political party to which he 
belongs. The provisions of this section shall not be construed 
to prevent said board from admitting, in their discretion, other 
persons within said railed space during such counting and 
tabulating. 

Sec. 6. At the sessions of said board for counting and tabu- bJiio}J,°*'oX 
lating provided for by this chapter, only the package containing SS^^SI^aiS iJ 
the ballots from one voting-district shall be unsealed at one time, Rib. lIwb. 

1229, Sec. 16. 

and the counting, tabulating, and resealing thereof provided for ^p^^ ^e. 1905. 
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in section eleven of this chapter shall be completed before the 
counting and tabulating of those from another voting-district 
is commenced, In case it becomes necessary for said board to 
take a recess or adjournment during the counting and tabulating 
of the ballots from any voting-district, such ballots shall be 
placed in a package and sealed by affixing to such package 
adhesive labels sufficient in number to prevent the abstraction 
of any ballots from or the adding of any ballots to the contents of 
such package, and at least two members of said board shall affix 
their signatures in ink to each of said labels. If both of the said 
members are of the same political party, said board shall also 
allow some person of another political party to affix his signature 
in ink to each of said labels. 

Sec. 7. The sheriff of Providence county shall assign so 
many of his deputies as said board may request to attend upon 
said board during its session, to preserve order thereat. The 
orders of the presiding officer of said board at such meetings shall 
be obeyed by said deputies, and they shall remove from the 
room where any such session is being held any person, not a 
member of said board, designated by him. Any person who shall 
disturb or interfere with the proceedings of any such session shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be fined not ex- 
ceeding three hundred dollars or imprisoned not exceeding 
three months, or both, in the discretion of the court. 

Sec. 8. Said board shall, immediately after completing the 
coimting and tabulating of the ballots cast for general officers 
and senators and representatives in the general assembly and 
declaring the result thereof, furnish the governor a certificate of 
the names of the persons who have been elected general officers 
for the ensuing year, and shall also furnish to the secretary of 
state a certificate of the names of the persons elected as senators 
and representatives in the general assembly. Whenever the 
count and tabulation of said board shall show that there has been 
a failure to elect a senator or representative or any of them in 
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any town or city, said board shall forthwith certify the fact to 
the secretary of state, specifying which of such officers were not 
elected. 
Sec. 9. In case the ballots, or any of them, from any town, in case baUota 

are lost or de- 

ward, or district meeting are lost or destroyed, said board may Jo'Jg^jJn^^ 

use the record of ballots cast at such meeting, contained in the ^SlSSdbyUw 

record-book provided by law to be kept by the moderator or betake? ™*^ 

warden and clerk thereof, in the same manner and with the 

same effect as it might have used such lost or destroyed ballots, 

and it mi^ require the delivery to it of such record-book, for 

that purpose, by the officer having the custody thereof. In case 

any package containing ballots which it is the duty of said board Bzoken pack- 

ages of ballots. 

to count and tabulate is delivered to it with any of the seals 
thereof broken, or in condition to indicate that such package has 
been opened since being sealed as provided by law, said board, if 
convinced upon investigation that such package does not contain 
all the ballots, and no others, cast, at the meeting where it was 
sealed, for the class of officers, propositions or questions named 
in the endorsement upon such package, may so use such record 
or may use in its count and tabulation, as the result of the voting 
at such meeting, such number of votes for the respective can- 
didates or for and against the propositions or questions voted 
for or on thereat as such investigation in its opinion proves to 
be correct. 
Sec. 10. In case the return made to the said board by the May investigate 

"^ allegations con- 

supervisors of election, or any of them, of any town, ward, or ^^^wrs* 

district meeting shall contain any statement which makes it '®"""* 

desirable or proper, in the opinion of said board, to investigate 

the conduct of the election thereat, said board may investigate 

the truth of the allegations contained in such supervisors' 

returns, and of all the circumstances connected with the holding 

of such election, and shall use in their count and tabulation, as 

the result of the voting at such meeting, such number of votes 

for the respective candidates and for and against the proposi- 
ti 
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tions or questions voted for or on thereat as such investigation, 
in their opinion, proves to be correct. 
Upon com- Sec. 11. When the counting and tabulating of the ballots 

pletaon of count ^ ^ 

ie^of SaiKto!^' cast at any one voting-place or voting-district provided for in 
^Ia up im- this chapter has been completed, such ballots, together with the 

mediately. 

moderators' or wardens', clerks' and supervisors returns per- 
taining to the same, shall be again sealed up before the counting 
and tabulating of those from another voting-district is com- 
menced, and said board shall not take any recess or adjoum- 
Manner of seal- mcnt whilc any of Said ballots are unsealed. The sealing herein 

ins up packages •' — ^ o 

pSb lI!^ provided for shall be done by affixing to the packages contain- 

Aprii ^1905. ing said ballots adhesive labels sufficient in number to prevent 
the abstraction of any ballots from or the adding of any ballots 
to the contents of such packages, and the presiding officer and 
secretary of said board shall affix their signatures in ink to 
each of said labels. Whenever both of the officers whose duty 
it is to sign such labels are of the same political party, they shall 
allow some elector of another political party to affix his signature 
ftSoka^M in ink to all of such labels. Each package so sealed shall be 

sealed. 

endorsed by the secretary of said board with the name of the 
town or city and the number of the ward or voting-district 
where, and the date of the election at which, such ballots were 
given in. Thereafter no such sealed package shall, upon any 
pretence whatever, be re-opened by any person except upon 
order of the general assembly; but shall be held by said board 
subject to such order until the first day of January in the second 
year after such ballots were cast, when they may, be destroyed. 
Tokeepsepa- gBc. 12. Said board shall keep separate books of record of 
i^^ ^' the ballots cast for the diflferent classes of officers which it is its 
duty to count and tabulate, that is to say: a book of record of 
ballots cast for electors of president and vice-president; a book 
of record of ballots cast for representatives in congress; a book 
of record of ballots cast for general officers ; and in like manner a 
book of record of the ballots cast for each class of officers which 
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may by law hereafter be required to be counted and tabulated 
by said board. Each of said books respectively shall contain a 
record of the number of ballots cast in each voting-district for 
each candidate according to the counting and tabulating of said 
board; the number cast in each voting-district for each candidate 
according to the certificates of the moderators or wardens and 
clerks; the total mmiber cast for each candidate in each ward, 
town, and city according to such counting and to such certifi- 
cates; the total number cast for each candidate in the state or 
congressional district, as the case may be, according to such 
counting and to such certificates; a statement of which candi- 
dates are elected; and such other pertinent facts as said board 
may deem proper. Said board shall also keep a book of record 
of the votes cast for and against any proposition of amendment 
of the constitution and a book of record of the votes cast for 
and against all questions submitted to the electors of the state, 
with like detail as provided herein in relation to ballots cast for 
officers. 

Sec> 13. Said board shall have an office in the state house, ^^?^ ^^ 
and its sessions for counting and tabulating shall be held in such 
office, except when, in the opinion of said board, public interest 
requires that they be held in some more commodious room in 
said building. 

Sec. 14. Said board shall have a seal, and shall cause the To have a seal. 
same to be affixed to all certificates and statements issued by it. 

Sec. 15. Said board may purchase for its use all books, supplies, etc. 
stationery, office fixtures, counting-machines, and other articles 
necessary or convenient for its use in the discharge of the duties 
imposed upon it by law, and may incur all expenses incident 
thereto; and the state auditor is hereby authorized and directed 
to draw his order upon the general treasurer in payment there- 
for, and for the salaries and clerical assistance provided for in 
this chapter, out of any money in the treasury not otherwise 
appropriated, upon receipt of vouchers approved by said board. 
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Sec. 16. Said board may employ a secretary at an amiual 
salary of one thousand dollars, and may employ such other 
clerical assistance as may be necessary to enable it to seasonably 
complete its work, at an expense not exceeding eight hundred 
dollars per annum. 

Sec. 17. The members of said board shall each receive an 
annual salary of five hundred dollars, and the sum of forty-three 
hundred dollars is hereby appropriated for the payment of such 
salaries and the salary of the secretary of said board and for 
clerical assistance. 

Sec. 18. The members, secretary, and assistants of said 
board shall be sworn to the faithful and impartial performance 
of their duties, and any such member, secretary, or assistant 
who shall willfully neglect to perform the duties by this chapter 
devolved upon him at the time herein provided, or who shall 
make any fraudulent count, tabulation, certificate, or statement, 
or in any way willfully so perform his duties as to defeat the 
obtaining of a correct count and tabulation of the ballots com- 
mitted to said board, shall be fined not exceeding three thousand 
dollars or imprisoned not exceeding three years, or both, in the 
discretion of the court. 

Sec. 19. The members of said board are hereby severally 
authorized to administer oaths, and said board, in all cases of 
every nature pending before it, is hereby authorized and em- 
powered to siunmon witnesses by subpoena signed by the secre- 
tary of said board and to compel such witnesses to attend and 
testify in the same manner as witnesses are compelled to appear 
and testify in any court, and said board is authorized to compel 
the production of all papers, books, docmnents, records, cer- 
tificates, or other legal evidence that may be necessary or proper 
for the determination and decision of any question or the dis- 
charge of any duty required by law of said board, by issuing a 
subpoena duces tecum signed by its secretary; and every person 
disobeying any such writ shall be considered as in contempt, 
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and said board may punish any contempt of its authority in 
like manner as contempt may be punished by any court. Any 
person who shall willfully swear falsely in any proceeding, mat- 
ter, or hearing before said board shall be deemed guilty of the 
crime of perjury. 
Sec. 20. Wherever in this chapter it is provided that any Majority of 

board may act 

act shall be done by said board, it may be lawfully done by a lawfuUy. 
majority thereof. 

CHAPTER 20. Gen. Laws. 

1896. Ch. 14. 

General Provisons Concerning Elections. 
Section 1. All persons entitled to vote shall be protected votenareez- 

empted from 

from arrest in civil cases, on the days of election for city or Jr^i'ts**^* 
town officers, and for state officers, representatives in congress, 
and electors of president and vice-president of the United 
States; and on the day preceding and day following such election. 

Sec. 2. (As amended by Section 33, Chapter 640, PubUc ,^°^^^i^'y 
Laws.) Every person who in any election shall fraudulently JSSSSto" 
vote or attempt to vote, not being qualified, notwithstanding 
his name may be on the voting-list at the polling-place where he 
shall vote or attempt to vote; or who shall vote or attempt to 
vote in the name of some other person, whether such name is 
that of a person living or dead, or of a fictitious person; or having 
voted in one town, ward, representative-district, or voting- 
district, whether his vote in such case was legal or not, shall 
vote or attempt to vote in the same or in another town, ward, 
representative-district, or voting-district, or who shall fraudu- 
lently vote or attempt to vote in a town, ward, representative- 
district, or voting-district other than in the town, ward, repre- 
sentative-district, or voting-district wherein he has his resi- 
dence and home at the time of his voting or attempting to 
vote, or who shall aid, counsel, or procure any other person 
to so vote or attempt to vote, shall be punished by a fine of 
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not less than five hundred dollars nor more than one thou- 
sand dollars, or by imprisonment not less than six months 
nor more than two years, or by both such fine and imprison- 
ment in the discretion of the court, and no person after con- 
viction of such oflFence shall be permitted to vote in any elec- 
tion or upon any proposition pending before the people, or 
to hold any public office. Voting, for the purposes of this 
chapter, shall consist in the depositing, or offering for deposit, 
a ballot, whether such ballot has been marked or not; except in 
cases where voting-machines are used, and then shall consist 
in entering the booth of a voting-machine or recording or 
offering to record a vote. 

Sec. 3. Every person who shall directly or indirectly give, 
or offer, or agree to give to any elector or to any person for the 
benefit of any elector, any sum of money or other valuable 
consideration for the purpose of inducing such elector to give 
in or withhold his vote at any election in this state, or by way 
or reward for having voted or withheld his vote, or who shall 
use any threat or employ any means of intimidation for the 
purpose of influencing such elector to vote or withhold his vote 
for or against any candidate or candidates or proposition 
pending at such election, shall be punished by a fine of not less 
than five himdred dollars nor more than one thousand dollars, 
or by imprisonment of not less than six months nor more than 
two years, or by both such fine and imprisonment in the dis- 
cretion of the court, and no person after conviction of such 
offence shall be permitted to vote in any election or upon any 
proposition pending before the people, or to hold any public 
office; and no evidence given by any witness testifying upon the 
trial of any charge of bribery shall be used against the person 
giving such evidence. 

Sec. 4. All prosecutions for offences against the provisions 
of this chapter shall be commenced within one year after the 
same shall have been committed, and not afterwards. And 
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upon the presentation of a certificate of the clerk of any court 
of the final conviction in such court of any person under the 
provisions of this chapter, the state auditor is hereby authorized 
and directed to draw his order on the general treasurer for the 
sum of fifty dollars, and deliver the same to the person com- 
plainant in such prosecution. 
Sec. 5. Whenever any person upon whom is imposed any supreme court 

may issue writ 

duty connected with the calling, warning or conducting of any of mandamus, 
town, ward or district meeting, or with the canvassing or the 25 r. i. 522. 
lists of voters for use at such meetings, or with the counting of 
the votes cast at the same, or the declaring of the result of such 
votes, shall fail, neglect or refuse to perform such duty within 
the time specified by law for the performance of the same, the 
supreme court shall forthwith, upon the petition of any citizen 
of the city or town where such failure, neglect or refusal oc- 
curred, issue its writ of mandamus ordering the person so failing, 
neglecting or refusing, to perform the duties in question within 
twenty-four hours from the time of the issuance of said writ, 
and if such failure, neglect, or refusal, shall continue beyond 
the twenty-foiu* hours specified in said writ, said court shall 
immediately appoint some suitable person to at once perform 
said duties, and the person so refusing to obey said writ of 

mandamus shall, in addition to the penalties prescribed by law Penalty for ne- 
glect to obey 

for such failure, neglect, or refusal to perform his said duties, be *^*»« co"^*- 
liable to such further penalties for contempt of court as said 
court may impose for failure to obey said writ. 
Sec. 6. The person appointed by said court, as aforesaid. Power to act of 

person ap- 

shall proceed immediately to perform the duties devolved upon pointed by the 
him by said court, and the acts done by him in pursuance of 25 r. i. 523. 
such appointment shall be as effectual and vaUd in all respects 
as if the same had been done and performed by the person so 
failing, neglecting or refusing, at the time and in the manner 
provided by law. 
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Sec. 7. The person so appointed by said court, as aforesaid, 
shall be deemed to be an officer of said court and shall have full 
and free access to all records and papers necessary to enable him 
to perform the duties devolved upon him by said court, and any 
person mterfermg with or in any way hmdermg his discharge of 
said duties shall be liable to such penalties as may be prescribed 
by said court for contempt, and it shall be the duty of the sheriffs 
of the several counties and their deputies to see that the pro- 
visions of this chapter are enforced within their respective 
coimties. 

Sec. 8. Wherever the word "ballots" or the word "votes" 
is used, it shall be construed to include the evidence of the 
intent of the electors as shown by the tally-sheets or records 
made upon paper by any voting-machine used in voting in any 
election or upon any proposition of amendment or question 
submitted to the electors of the state. 
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CHAPTER 25. 

(As Amended by Section 34, Chapter 640, Public Laws.) 

Of the Constitution and Organization of the General 

Assembly. 

Section 1. The senate shall consist of the lieutenant- 
governor and of one senator from each city and town in the 
state. 

Sec. 2. The house of representatives shall consist of one 
hundred members. 

Sec. 3. Each of the following named towns, no one of which 
has one one-hundredth of the population of the state, shall elect 
one representative, namely: the towns of Barrington, Charles- 
town, East Greenwich, Exeter, Foster, Glocester, Jamestown, 
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Hopkinton, Little Compton, Middletown, Narragansett, New 
Shoreham, North Kingstown, North Providence, North Smith- 
field, Portsmouth, Richmond, Scituate, Smithfield, South 
Kingstown, Tiverton, and West Greenwich. 

Sec. 4. The city of Providence, which has more than one- city of Provi- 
dence to have 

fourth of the population of the state and accordingly is limited rep^nu!? 
by the constitution to no more than one-fourth of the whole ^^^^ 
number of the members, shall elect twenty-five representatives, 
that is, one representative shall be elected by each of the dis- 
tricts into which said city is hereinafter divided. 

Sec. 5. The remaining fifty-three members of the house of Sty^SSS^re 
representatives are divided among the remaining cities and dStribIite?on 
towns of the state, upon the basis of the population of the same 
and according to the following ratio of their population: — one 
representative for every five thousand and thirty-two inhabi- 
tants of each of said cities and towns, and one additional repre- 
sentative for every fraction of the population of each of them 
exceeding one-half the ratio aforesaid, namely: — 

From the city of Pawtucket there shall be elected ten repre- Pawtucket to 

have ten rep- 

sentatives, that is, one representative shall be elected by each of rewntotives. 
the districts into which said city is hereinafter divided. 
From the city of Woonsocket there shall be elected eight woonaockotto 

have ei^t rep- 

representatives, that is, one representative shall be elected by reaentaUvee. 
each of the districts into which said city is hereinafter divided. 
From the city of Newport there shall be elected five repre- Newport to 

have five repre- 
sentatives, that is, one representative shall be elected by each of "entotives. 

the districts into which said city is hereinafter divided. 

From the town of Warwick there shall be elected five repre- Warwick to 

have five rep- 

sentatives, that is, one representative shall be elected by each of peaentotivea. 
the districts into which said town is hereinafter divided. 
From the city of Central Falls there shall be elected five central FaUa to 

have five repre- 

representatives, that is, one representative shall be elected by ientotives. 
each of the districts into which said city is hereinafter divided. 

17 
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£ve1wttrep»- From the city of Cranston there shall be elected four repre- 
sentatives, that is, one representative shall be elected by each of 
the districts into which said city is hereinafter divided. 
SSwtoUve From the town of East Providence there shall be elected three 
^^^^resen- j-gprgg^j^^^iygg^ ^jji^^ jg^ qj^^ representative shall be elected by 

each of the districts into which said town is hereinafter divided. 
SS^S^lt Fom the town of Cumberland there shall be elected two 
"" ^*** representatives, that is, one representative shall be elected by 

each of the districts into which said town is hereinafter divided. 
JjJ^Jj^J^^p^ Fom the town of Lincoln there shall be elected two repre- 
"*° ^"* sentatives, that is, one representative shall be elected by each of 

the districts into which said town is hereinafter divided, 
faavetwo repre. Fom the towii of Westerly there shall be elected two repre- 
sentatives, that is, one representative shall be elected by each of 
the districts into which said town is hereinafter divided. 



sentatives. 



hmti^rapre. From the town of Bristol there shall be elected two repre- 
"*° ^^^ sentatives, that is, one representative shall be elected by each 

of the districts into which said town is hereinafter divided. 
£S?t^U^re- From the town of Burrillville there shall be elected two repre- 
"** "^^ sentatives, that is, one representative shall be elected by each 

of the districts into which said town is hereinafter divided. 

CoTcntry, 

johi^ii. The towns of Coventry, Johnston, and Warren shall each 

•nd Warren to 

SSSSttiJSSJT elect one representative. 

Sec. 6.— providence. 

The city of Providence is hereby divided into twenty-five 
representative-districts, boimded and described as follows: — 
pSrtek (1) The First Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said city boimded by a line beginning at a point in 
the center of the Providence river in the line of James street, 
extending easterly through the center of James street to Benefit 
street; northwesterly through the center of Benefit street to 
John street; easterly through the center of John street to 
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Governor street; southerly through the center of Governor street 
to Fremont street; easterly through the center of Fremont street 
and the line of Fremont street extended to the city line in the 
Seekonk river; southwesterly and westerly on said line to Provi- 
dence harbor, and through Providence harbor to a point in the 
line of Henderson street extended; westerly through Providence 
harbor to the center line of Providence river; northwesterly 
along the center of Providence river to the place of beginning. 

(2) The Second Representative-District shall consist of all Proyidenoe; 

Second DuH 

that part of said city boimded by a line beginning at a point in tnot. 
the center of the northerly line of Bumside bridge, extending 
thence in a straight line to the northeasterly comer of Exchange 
bridge; thence northerly in a straight line through Canal street 
to Friend street; easterly through the center of Friend street to 
North Main street; southerly through the center of North Main 
street to Waterman street; easterly through the center of Water- 
man street to Fones alley; easterly through the center of Fones 
alley to Brown street; northerly through the center of Brown 
street to Angell street; easterly through the center of Angell 
street and the line of Angell street to the city line in the Seekonk 
river; southwesterly on said line to the line of Fremont street; 
westerly in the line of and through the center of Fremont street 
to Governor street; northerly through the center of Governor 
street to John street; westerly through the center of John street 
to Benefit street; southeasterly through the center of Benefit 
street to James street; westerly through the center of James 
street to the center of the Providence river; thence northwest- 
erly following the center of Providence river to the place of 
b^inning. 

(3) The Third Representative-District shall consist of all Providence; 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point on 

the Providence and Pawtucket boundary line where it is crossed 
by the Moshassuck river, extending easterly on said line to the 
city line in the Seekonk river; southerly on said line to the 
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line of Aiigell street; westerly in the line of and through the 
center of Angell street to Hope street; through the center of 
Hope street in a general northerly direction to Mount Hope 
avenue; westerly through the center of Moimt Hope avenue to 
Ivy street; northeasterly through the center of Ivy street to 
'Locust street; northwesterly through the center of Locust street 
to Camp street; northeasterly through the center of Camp street 
to Duncan avenue; westerly through the center of Duncan 
avenue to North Main street; southerly through the center of 
North Main street to Pettis street; westerly through the center 
of Pettis street to the Moshassuck river; and through the center 
of the Moshassuck river in a northerly direction to the place of 
beginning. 

(4) The Fourth Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point at 
the intersection of North Main street and Duncan avenue, 
extending easterly through the center of Duncan avenue to 
Camp street; southwesterly through the center of Camp street 
to Locust street; southeasterly through the center of Locust 
street to Ivy street; southwesterly through the center of Ivy 
street to Mount Hope avenue; easterly through the center of 
Moimt Hope avenue to Hope street; southerly through the cen- 
ter of Hope street to Angell street; westerly through the center 
of Angell street to Brown street; southerly through the center 
of Brown street to Fones alley; westerly through the center of 
Fones alley to Waterman street; westerly through the center of 
Waterman street to Benefit street; northerly through the center 
of Benefit street to North Main street; northerly through the 
center of North Main street to the place of beginning. 

(5) The Fifth Representative-District shall consist of all that 
part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point on the 
Providence and North Providence boundary line where it is 
crossed by Charles street, extending in a general easterly direc- 
tion on said line and the Providence and Pawtucket boundary 
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line to the Moshassuck river; southeriy through the center of the 
Moshassuck river to Pettis street; easterly through the center of 
Pettis street to North Main street; southerly through the center 
of North Main street to Stevens street; westerly through the 
center of Stevens street to Randall square; northwesterly 
through the center of Randall square to Charles street; north- 
westerly through the center of Charles street to the place of 
beginning. 

(6) The Sixth Representative-District shall consist of all Providence; 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a ppint on " 

the Providence-North Providence boundary line where it is 
crossed by Admiral street, extending northeasterly and easterly 
on said line to Charles street; southerly through the center of 
Charles street to Admiral street; westerly through the center 
of Admiral street to Fillmore street; southwesterly through the 
center of Fillmore street to Douglas avenue; northwesterly 
through the center of Douglas avenue to Admiral street; north- 
westerly through the center of Admiral street to the place of 
beginning. 

(7) The Seventh Representative-District shall consist of all Providence; 

Seventh Di^ 

that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point at *"«*• 
the intersection of Admiral street and Fillmore street, extending 
easterly through the center of Admiral street to Charles street; 
southeasterly through the center of Charles street to Randall 
square; southeasterly through the center of Randall square to 
Stevens street; easterly through the center of Stevens street to 
North Main street; southerly through the center of North Main 
street to Benefit street; southerly through the center of Benefit 
street to Star street; westerly through the center of Star street 
to North Main street; southerly through the center of North 
Main street to Smith street; westerly through the center of 
Smith street to the easterly line of the railroad property operated 
by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; northerly on the easterly 
line of said property to Orms street; westerly through the center 
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of Orms street to Candace street; northerly through the center 
of Candace street to Douglas avenue; southeasterly through the 
center of Douglas avenue to Fillmore street; northeasterly 
through the center of Fillmore street to the place of beginning. 

(8) The Eighth Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said city bounded by a line b^inning at a point on 
the Providence and North Providence boundary line where it is 
crossed by Admiral street, extending southeasterly through the 
center of Admiral street to Douglas avenue; southeasterly 
through the center of Douglas avenue to Candace street; 
southerly through the center of Candace street to Chalkstone 
avenue; westerly through the center of Chalkstone avenue to 
Harold street; southerly through the center of Harold street to 
Regent avenue; westerly through the center of Regent avenue 
to Alton street; southerly through the center of Alton street to 
Wisdom avenue; westerly through the center of Wisdom avenue 
to Academy avenue; southerly through the center of Academy 
avenue to Hendrick street; westerly through the center of 
Hendrick street to Mount Pleasant avenue; northerly through 
the center of Mount Pleasant avenue to Chalkstone avenue; 
westerly through the center of Chalkstone avenue to Manton 
avenue; westerly through the center of Manton avenue to the 
Providence and North Providence boundary line; northwesterly, 
northerly, and northeasterly on said line to the place of begin- 
ning. 

(9) The Ninth Representative-District shall consist of aU 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point 
in the center of Manton avenue bridge over the Woonasqua- 
tucket river, extending easterly through the center of Manton 
avenue to Chalkstone avenue; easterly through the center of 
Chalkstone avenue to Mount Pleasant avenue; southerly 
through the center of Mount Pleasant avenue to Hendrick 
street; easterly through the center of Hendrick street to Acad- 
emy avenue; southerly through the center of Academy avenue to 
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Atwell's avenue; easterly through the center of Atwell's avenue 
to Bowdoin street; southerly through the center of Bowdoin 
street to Appleton street; northwesterly through the center of 
Appleton street to Julian street; southwesterly through the cen- 
ter of Julian street to Manton avenue; northwesterly through 
the center of Manton avenue to Erastus street; northerly 
through the center of Erastus street to Atwell's avenue; west- 
erly through the center of Atwell's avenue to Manton avenue; 
westerly through the center of Manton avenue to the westerly 
line of the Dyerville Mfg. Company's plat, recorded in the 
recorder's oflSce, Providence, on plat card 601; southwesterly 
on said line to the center of the Woonasquatucket river; nortli- 
westerly through the center of said river to the place of begin- 
ning. 

(10) The Tenth Representative -District shall consist of all Providence; 
that part of said x;ity bounded by a line beginning at a point in *° 
the center of the Woonasquatucket river opposite the westerly 
line of the Dyerville Mfg. Company's plat, recorded in the 
recorder's office. Providence, on plat card 601; extending north- 
easterly on said line to Manton avenue; easterly through the 
center of Manton avenue to Atwell's avenue; easterly through 
the center of Atwell's avenue to Erastus street; southerly 
through the center of Erastus street to Manton avenue; south- 
easterly through the center of Manton avenue to Olneyville 
square; southwesterly through Olneyville square to Plainfield 
street; southwesterly and westerly through the center of Plain- 
field street to Lawrence street; southeasterly through the center 
of Lawrence street to Bend street; southwesterly through the 
center of Bend street to Barrows street; southeasterly through 
the center of Barrows street to Pocasset avenue; southwesterly 
through the center of Pocasset avenue to the city Ime; thence 
westerly, northwesterly, and easterly on said boundary line to 
the center of the Woonasquatucket river; thence by the center 
of said river to the place of beginning. 
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(11) The Eleventh Representative-District shall consist of 
all that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point 
at the intersection of Plainfield street and Lawrence street, 
extending easterly and northeasterly through the center of 
Plainfield street to Atwood street; southeasterly through the 
center of Atwood street to McDonough street; easterly through 
the center of McDonough street; crossing the old Providence 
and Springfield railroad tracks, to the westerly main line of the 
railroad property operated by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; 
southwesterly on said westerly line to the line of Wendell street; 
easterly in the line of and through the center of Wendell street 
to Cesser street; southeasterly through the center of Messer 
street to Cranston street; southwesterly through the center 
of Cranston street to the city line; thence northwesterly and 
westerly on said line to Pocasset avenue; northeasterly through 
the center of Pocasset avenue to Barrows street; northwesterly 
through the center of Barrows street to Bend street; northeast- 
erly through the center of Bend street to Lawrence street; 
northwesterly through the center of Lawrence street to the place 
of beginning. 

(12) The Twelfth Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said city boimded by a line beginning at a point in 
the center of Plainfield street opposite Atwood street, extending 
northeasterly through the center of Plainfield street to Olney- 
ville square; easterly through the center of Olneyville square 
to Westminster street; easterly through the center of West- 
minster street to Broadway; northeasterly through the center 
of Broadway to the westerly line of the railroad property 
operated by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; northeasterly on 
said line to AtwelFs avenue; easterly through the center of 
Atweirs avenue to Knight street; southeasterly through the 
center of Knight street to Swiss street; southwesterly through 
the center of Swiss street to Decatur street; southeasterly 
through the center of Decatur street to Gesler street; south- 
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westerly through the center of Gesler street to Ahny street; 
southeasterly through the center of Almy street to Broadway; 
southwesterly through the center of Broadway to Bainbridge 
avenue; southerly through the center of Bainbridge avenue to 
Westminster street; easterly through the center of Westminster 
street to Sycamore street; southerly through the center of 
Sycamore street to Willow street; westerly through the center of 
Willow street to Messer street; southeasterly through the center 
of Messer street to Wendell street; westerly through the center 
of Wendell street and in the line of Wendell street to the westerly 
line of the railroad property operated by the N. Y., N. H. 4 H. 
R. R. Co.; northerly on said line to McDonough street; westerly 
through the center of McDonough street to Atwood street; 
northwesterly through the center of Atwood street to the place 
of beginning. 

(13) The Thirteenth Representative-District shajl consist providence; 

Thirteenth Di»- 

of all that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at the triot. 
intersection of Wisdom avenue and Academy avenue, extend- 
ing easterly through the center of Wisdom avenue to Alton 
street; northerly through the center of Alton street to Regent 
avenue; easterly through the center of Regent avenue to Harold 
street; northerly through the center of Harold street to Chalk- 
stone avenue; easterly through the center of Chalkstone avenue 
to Ayrault street; southerly through the center of Ayrault 
street to Valley street; southwesterly through the center of 
Valley street to Rathbone street; southeasterly through the 
center of Rathbone street to the Woonasquatucket river; 
southwesterly through the center of the Woonasquatucket 
river to Atwell 's avenue; easterly through the center of Atwell 's 
avenue to the westerly line of the railroad property operated by 
the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; southwesterly on said line to 
Broadway; southwesterly through the center of Broadway to 
Westminster street; westerly through the center of Westminster 
street to Olneyville square; westerly through the center of 

18 
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Olneyville square to Manton avenue; northwesterly through 
the center of Manton avenue to Julian street; northeasterly 
through the center of Julian street to Appleton street; south- 
easterly through the center of Appleton street to Bowdoin street; 
northerly through the center of Bowdoin street to Atwell's 
avenue; westerly through the center of Atwell's avenue to 
Academy avenue; northerly through the center of Academy 
avenue to the place of beginning. 

(14) The Fourteenth Representative-District shall consist of 
all that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point 
in the center of the Woonasquatucket river where it is crossed 
by Atwell's avenue, extending northeasterly through the center 
of said river to Acorn street; southerly through the center of 
Acorn street to West Exchange street; westerly through the 
center of West Exchange street to Murphy street; Southerly 
through the center of Murphy street to Atwell's avenue; cross- 
ing Atweirs avenue to the northwesterly comer of the fire 
station, located at the comer of Atwell 's avenue and America 
street; following the westerly and southerly sides of said fire 
station to America street; southerly through the center of 
America street to Federal street; southwesterly through the 
center of Federal street to Sutton street; southerly through the 
center of Sutton street to Broadway; southwesterly through the 
center of Broadway to Almy street; northerly through the 
center of Almy street to Gesler street; easterly through the 
center of Gesler street to Decatur street; northerly through the 
center of Decatur street to Swiss street; easterly through the 
center of Swiss street to Knight street; northwesterly through 
the center of Knight street to Atwell's avenue; westerly througli 
the center of Atwell 's avenue to the place of beginning. 

(15) The Fifteenth Representative-District shall consist of 
all that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point 
on Broadway, opposite Bainbridge avenue, extending north- 
easterly through the center of Broadway to Sutton street; 
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northerly through the center of Sutton street to Federal street; 
easterly through the center of Federal street to Dean street; 
southeasterly through the center of Dean street to Westminster 
street; southwesterly through the center of Westminster street 
to Craniston street; southwesterly through the center of Cranston 
street to Bridgham street; northwesterly through the center of 
Bridgham street to Division street; southwesterly through the 
center of Division street to Dexter street; northerly through the 
center of Dexter street to Westminster street; westerly through 
the center of Westminster street to Bainbridge avenue; north- 
erly through the center of Bainbridge avenue to the place of 
beginning. 

(16) The Sixteenth Representative-District shall consist of ?.™^**^Ju£Ji^ 
all that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point ^"*'** 
on Chalkstone avenue, opposite Ayrault street, extending 
northeasterly through the center of Chalkstone avenue to 
Candace street; southerly through the center of Candace street 
to Orms street; easterly through the center of Orms street to 
easterly line of the railroad property operated by the N. Y., 
N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; southerly on said line to Smith street; 
easterly through the center of Smith street to North Main 
street; northwesterly through the center of North Main street 
to Star street; easterly through the center of Star street to 
Benefit street; southeasterly through the center of Benefit street 
to Waterman street; southwesterly through the center of Water- 
man street to North Main street; northwesterly through the 
center of North Main street to Friend street; southwesterly 
through the center of Friend street to Canal street; thence in a 
straight line to the northeasterly comer of Elxchange bridge; 
thence in a straight line to a point in the center of the north- 
erly line of Bumside bridge; thence southeasterly through the 
center of Providence river to a point on the line of Hay street 
extended; northwesterly in the line of and through the center of 
Hay street to Friendship street; southwesterly through the 
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center of Friendship street to Richmond street; southeasterly 
through the center of Richmond street to Ship street; westerly 
through the center of Ship street to Elbow street; southwesterly 
through the center of Elbow street to Chestnut street; north- 
westerly through the center of Chestnut street to Weybosset 
street; westerly through the center of Weybosset street to 
Burrill street; northwesterly through the center of Burrill street 
to Westminister street; southwesterly through the center of 
Westminster street to Walnut street; northwesterly through the 
center of Walnut street to Washington street; northeasterly 
through the center of Washington street to Empire street; 
northwesterly through the center of Empire street to Fountain 
street; northeasterly through the center of Fountain street to 
Abom street; northwesterly through the center of Aborn street 
to Sabin street; northeasterly through the center of Sabin 
street to Mathewson street; northwesterly through the center 
of Mathewson street and the liife of Mathewson street to the 
southerly line of the railroad property operated by the N. Y., 
N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; westerly on said line to Acorn street; 
northwesterly through the center of Acorn street to the Woon- 
asquatucket river; easterly through the center of the Woon- 
asquatucket river to Rathbone street; northwesterly through 
the center of Rathbone street to Valley street; northeasterly 
through the center of Valley street to Ayrault street; north- 
erly through the center of Ayrault street to the place of be- 
ginning. 
gj^^jJJ^ (17) The Seventeenth Representative-District shall consist 

of all that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a 
point on the southerly line of the railroad property operated by 
the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co. where it is crossed by Acorn 
street, extending easterly in said line to a point in the line of 
Mathewson street; southeasterly in the line of and through the 
center of Mathewson street to Sabin street; southwesterly 
through the center of Sabin street to Abom street; south- 
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easterly through the center of Abom street to Fountain street; 
southwesterly through the center of Fountain street to Empire 
street; southeasterly through the center of Empire street to 
Washington street; southwesterly through the center of Wash- 
ington street to Jackson street; northwesterly through the center 
of Jackson street to Cope street; westerly through the center of 
Ck)pe street to Federal street; westerly through the center of 
Federal street to America street; northwesterly through the 
center of America street to the southerly line of the fire station, 
located at the comer of Atwell's avenue and America street; 
following the southerly and westerly sides of said fire station to 
Atwell 's avenue; thence northerly through the center of Murphy 
street to West Exchange street; northeasterly through the 
center of West Exchange street to Acorn street; northerly 
through the center of Acorn street to the place of beginning. 

(18) The Eighteenth Representative-District shall consist providence; 
of all that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a District. 
point at the intersection of Federal and Dean streets, extending 
easterly through the center of Federal street to Cope street; 
easterly through the center of Cope street to Jackson street; 
southeasterly through the center of Jackson street to Washing- 
ton street ; northeasterly through the center of Washington street 
to Walnut street; southeasterly through the center of Wahiut 
street to Wfestminster street; northeasterly through the center 
of Westminster street to Burrill street; southeasterly through 
the center of Burrill street to Weybosset street; easterly through 
the center of Weybosset street to Chestnut street; southeasterly 
through the center of Chestnut street to Elbow street; south- 
westerly through the center of Elbow street to Hospital street; 
southeasterly through the center of Hospital street to Elm 
street; southwesterly through the center of Elm street to Plain 
street; southeasterly through the center of Plain street to Point 
street; southwesterly through the center of Point street to 
Friendship street; southwesterly through the center of Friend- 
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ship street to Lockwood street; northwesterly through the col- 
ter of Lockwood street to Broad street; southwesterly through 
the center of Broad street to Pearl street; northwesterly through 
the center of Pearl street to Cranston street; northeasterly 
through the center of Cranston street to Westminster street; 
northeasterly through the center of Westminster street to Dean* 
street; northwesterly through the center of Dean street to the 
place of beginning. 

SSetoSS' ^^^) '^^® Nineteenth Representative District shall consist of 

Diatrict. ji ^Y^^^ p^j^ ^f g^j J ^j^y bounded by a line beginning at a ]>oint 

at the intersection of Willow street and Messer street, extending 
easterly through the center of Willow street to Sycamore street; 
northerly through the center of Sycamore street to Westminster 
street; easterly through the center of Westminster street to 
Dexter street; southeasterly through the center of Dexter street 
to Division street; northeasterly through the center of Division 
street to Bridgham street; southeasterly through the center of 
Bridgham street to Cranston street; northeasterly through the 
center of Cranston street to Pearl street; southeasterly through 
the center of Pearl street to Broad street; southwesterly through 
the center of Broad street to Elm wood avenue; southwesterly 
through the center of Elmwood avenue to West Field street; 
westerly through the center of West Field street to Dexter 
street; southerly through the center of Dexter street to Hanover 
street; northwesterly through the center of Hanover street to 
Cranston street; northeasterly through the center of Cranston 
street to Messer street; northwesterly through the center of 
Messer street to the place of beginning. 
tw^uX'duh (20) The Twentieth Representative-District shall consist 
of all that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a 
point in the center of Cranston street, opposite Hanover street, 
extending southeasterly through the center of Hanover street 
to Dexter street; southwesterly through the center of Dexter 
street to Potter avenue; southeasterly through the center of 
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Potter avenue to Melrose street; southeasterly through the 
center of Melrose street to Gallatm street; southwesterly 
through the center of Gallatin street and in the line of Gallatin 
street to the western line of the railroad property operated 
by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; southeasterly on said line 
to the Cranston-Providence boundary line; thence westerly 
and northwesterly on said line to Cranston street; northeasterly 
through the center of Cranston street to the place of be^nning. 

(21) The Twenty-first Representative-District shall con- Providence; 
sist of all that part of said city boimded by a line beginning at DUtrict' 

a point in the center of Dexter street, opposite West Field street, 
extending easterly through the center of West Field street to 
Elmwood avenue; northeasterly through the center of Elmwood 
avenue to Broad street; northeasterly through the center of 
Broad street to Lockwood street; southeasterly through the 
center of Lockwood street to West Clifford street; southwesterly 
through the center of West CliflFord street to Dudley street; 
southeasterly through the center of Dudley street to Prairie 
avenue; southerly through the center of Prairie avenue to Public 
street; southwesterly through the center of Public street to 
Elmwood avenue; southwesterly through the center of Elmwood 
avenue to Potter avenue; northwesterly through the center of 
Potter avenue to Dexter street; northeasterly and northwesterly 
through the center of Dexter street to the place of beginning. 

(22) The Twenty second Representative-District shall con- Providence; 
sist of all that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a J^S"** ^**" 
point at the intersection of Elmwood avenue and Potter avenue, 
extending northeasterly through the center of Elmwood avenue 

to Public street; easterly through the center of Public street to 
Prairie avenue; southerly through the center of Prairie avenue 
to Reynolds avenue; easterly throt^h the center of Reynolds 
avenue to Bumside street; southerly through the center of 
Bumside street to Thurber's avenue; westerly through the 
center of Thurber's avenue to Broad street; southeasterly 



144 ELECTION LAWS. 

through the center of Broad street to the northerly line of the 
raib-oad property operated by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; 
southwesterly on said line to a line running due north and south 
through Roger Williams Park to a point on the city line where 
it is crossed by Elm Brook; thence by said north and south line 
to said point in the Cranston-Providence boundary line; north- 
westerly, northerly, and westerly on said boundary line to the 
westerly line of the railroad property operated by the N. Y., 
N. H. & H. R. R. Co. ; thence in a general northerly direction on 
said railroad line to a point in the line of Gallatin street; easterly 
in the line of and through the center of Gallatin street to Mel- 
rose street; northwesterly through the center of Melrose street 
to Potter avenue; northwesterly through the center of Potter 
avenue to the place of beginning. 
Twen?y°£U (23) The Twcuty-third Representative-District shall consist 

of all that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point 
at the intersection of Friendship street and Lockwood street; 
extending northeasterly through the center of Friendship street 
to Point street; easterly through the center of Point street to 
Plain street; southerly through the center of Plain street to 
Lockwood street; southeasterly through the center of Lock- 
wood street to Hospital street; southeasterly through the center 
of Hospital street to Eddy street; southwesterly through the 
center of Eddy street to Dudley street; westerly through the 
center of Dudley street to Culver street; southerly through the 
center of Culver street to Bishop street; southwesterly through 
the center of Bishop street to Plain street; southerly through 
the center of Plain street to PubUc street; southwesterly through 
the center of Public street to Prairie avenue; northerly through 
the center of Prairie avenue to Dudley street; northwesterly 
through the center of Dudley street to West Clifford street; 
northeasterly through the center of West Clifford street to 
Lockwood street; northwesterly through the center of Lock- 
wood street to the place of beginning. 
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(24) The Twenty-fourth Representative-District shall con- ?™^ity.Tourth 
sist of all that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a ^^^^^' 
point in the center of Plain street, opposite Elm street, extending 
easterly through the center of Elm street to Hospital street; 
northwesteriy through the center of Hospital street to Elbow 

street; northeasterly through the center of Elbow street to Ship 
street; easterly through the center of Ship street to Richmond 
street; northwesterly through the center of Richmond street 
to Friendship street; northeasterly through the center of Friend- 
ship street to Hay street; southeasterly in the line of Hay street, 
extended to the center of Providence river; southeasterly in the 
center of Providence river and Providence harbor to the line of 
Oxford street; southwesterly in the line of and through the center 
of Oxford street to Eddy street; northerly through the center of 
Eddy sti;eet to Sayles street; westerly through the center of 
Sayles street to Bumside street; northerly through the center 
of Bumside street to Reynolds avenue; westerly through the 
center of Reynolds avenue to Prairie avenue; northerly through 
the center of Prairie avenue to Public street; easterly through 
the center of Public street to Plain street; northerly through 
the center of Plain street to Bishop street; northeasterly through 
the center of Bishop street to Culver street; northerly through 
the center of Culver street to Dudley street; easterly through the 
center of Dudley street to Eddy street ; northeasterly through the 
center of Eddy street to Hospital street; northwesterly through 
the center of Hospital street to Lockwood street; northwesterly 
through the center of Lockwood street to Plain street; north- 
erly through the center of Plain street to the place of beginning. 

(25) The twenty-fifth Representative-District shall consist Providence; 

, . Twenty-fifth 

of all that part of said city bounded by a Ime beginning at a outrict. 
point in the center of Broad street, opposite Thurber's avenue, 
extending easterly through the center of Thurber's avenue to 
Bumside street; northerly through the center of Burnside street 
to Sayles street; easterly through the center of Sayles street to 

- 19 
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Eddy street; southerly through the center of Eddy street to 
Oxford street; northeasterly through the center of Oxford street 
and the Une of Oxford street to the city line in Providence 
, harbor; thence following said line around Starve Goat Island 
and westerly, southerly, and westerly to its intersection with 
Elm Brook at Park avenue; thence due north through Roger 
Williams Park to the northerly line of the railroad property 
operated by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; northeasterly on 
said line to Broad street; northwesterly through the center of 
Broad street to the place of beginning. 

Sec. 7.— PAWTUCKET. 

The City of Pawtucket is hereby divided into ten repre- 
sentative-districts, bounded and described as follows: — 
FiS?rH8triU. (1) The First Representative-District shall consist of all 

that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in 
the Blackstone river at the intersection of the Cumberland, 
Central Falls, and Pawtucket boimdary lines, extending easterly 
and southerly along the Massachusetts-Rhode Island boundary 
line to center of Central avenue; northwesterly through the 
center of Central avenue to the center of Benefit street; westerly 
through the center of Benefit street to Newport avenue; south- 
erly through the center of Newport avenue to Chaplin street; 
westerly through the center of Chaplin street to Cottage street; 
southwesterly through the center of Cottage street to Kenyon 
avenue; northerly through the center of Kenyon avenue to 
Webster street; westerly through the center of Webster street 
to Broadway; southwesterly through the center of Broadway to 
East street; westerly through the center of East street to Middle 
street; northerly through the center of Middle street to Eldridge 
street; westerly through the center of Eldridge street to the 
Pawtucket-Central Falls boimdary line in the Blackstone river; 
northerly in said boundary line to the place of beginning. 
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(2) The Second Representative-District shall consist of all L'^c'^Sd Duinct. 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in 

the Blackstone river on the Pawtucket-Central Falls boundary 
line in the line of Eldridge street, extending easterly in the line 
of and through the center of Eldridge street to North Main street ; 
thence southwesterly through the center of North Main street 
to the center of Middle street; southerly through the center of 
Middle street to the center of East street; easterly through the 
center of East street to Broadway ; southerly through the center 
of Broadway to Gooding street; westerly through the center of 
Gooding street to Park street; southerly through the center of 
Park street to Carnation street; easterly through the center of 
Carnation street to Sabin street; southerly through the center 
of Sabin street to Cottage street; southwesterly through the 
center of Cottage street to North Bend street; southerly through 
the center of North Bend street to Spring street; westerly 
through the center of Spring street to Howard avenue; north- 
westerly through the center of Howard avenue to Cottage street ; 
southwesterly through the center of Cottage street and Broad- 
way to Main street; northwesterly through the center of Main 
street to the center of the Blackstone river; northerly along the 
center of the Blackstone river to the place of beginning. 

(3) The Third Representative-District shall consist of all Pawtucket; 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in 

the intersection of Broadway and Webster street, extending 
easterly through the center of Webster street to Kenyon avenue; 
southerly through the center of Kenyon avenue to Cottage 
street; northeasterly through the center of Cottage street to 
Chaplin street; easterly through the center of Chaplin street to 
Newport avenue; northerly through the center of Newport 
avenue to Benefit street; easterly through the center of Benefit 
street to the center of Central avenue; southeasterly tnrough 
the center of Central avenue to the Rhode Island-Massachusetts 
boundary line; southerly on said boundary line to Brook street; 



trict. 
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westerly through the center of Brook street to York avenue; 
southerly through the center of York avenue to Walcott street; 
westerly through the center of Walcott street to Ashton street; 
northerly through the center of Ashton street to Brook street; 
westerly through the center of Brook street to North Bend street ; 
northerly through the center of North Bend street to Cottage 
street; northeasterly through the center of Cottage street to 
Sabin street; northerly through the center of Sabin street to 
Carnation street ; westerly through the center of Carnation street 
to Park street; northerly through the center of Park street to 
Gooding street; easterly through the center of Gooding street 
to Broadway; northerly through the center of Broadway to the 
place of beginning. 
fSSSTdu; (^) '^^^ Fourth Representative-District shall consist of all 

that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point oq 
Main street where it is intersected by the Pawtucket river, 
extending southeasterly through the center of Main street to the 
center line of Broadway; thence northeasterly through the 
center line of Broadway to the center line of Cottage street; 
thence northeasterly through the center of Cottage street to 
Howard avenue; southeasterly through the center of Howard 
avenue to Spring street; easterly through the center of Spring 
street to North Bend street; southerly through the center of 
North Bend street to Brook street; easterly through the center 
of Brook street to Ashton street; southerly through the center 
of Ashton street to Walcott street; easterly through the center 
of Walcott street to York avenue; northerly through the center 
of York avenue to Brook street ; southeasterly through the center 
of Brook street to the Rhode Island-Massachusetts boundary 
line; southerly on said boundary line to the Pawtucket-East 
Providence boundary line; westerly on said boundary line to 
Prospect street; northwesterly through the center of Prospect 
street to Exeter avenue; northeasterly through the center of 
Exeter avenue to Rhode Island avenue; northeasterly through 
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the center of Rhode Island avenue to Brewster street; northerly 
through the center of Brewster street to Division street; west- 
erly through the center of Division street to Prospect street; 
northwesterly through the center of Prospect street to School 
street; northerly through the center of School street to Main 
street; westerly and northwesterly through the center of Main 
street to the place of beginning. 

(5) The Fifth Representative-District shall consist of all p^^^uckef 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point on ^^^^ Dwtnct. 
Main street where it is intersected by the center line of Paw- 
tucket river, extending southeasterly and easterly through the 

center of Main street to School street; southerly through the 
center of School street to Prospect street; southeasterly through 
the center of Prospect street to Division street; easterly through 
the center of Division street to Brewster street; southerly 
through the center of Brewster street to Rhode Island ayenue; 
southwesterly through the center of Rhode Island avenue to 
Exeter avenue; westerly through the center of Exeter avenue to 
Prospect street; southeasterly through the center of Prospect 
street to the Pawtucket-East Providence boundary line; 
westerly on said boundary line to a point in the Pawtucket 
river where it meets the Providence city line; northerly from 
said point along the center of the Pawtucket river to the line of 
Bowles street; southwesterly in the line of and through the 
center of Bowles street to Pleasant street; northerly through 
the center of Pleasant street to Cedar street; westerly through 
the center of Cedar street to Mulberry street; northerly through 
the center of Mulberry street to Main street; northeasterly and 
southeasterly through the center of Main street to the place of 
beginning. 

(6) The Sfacth Representative-District shall consist of all Pawtucket; 

^ ^ ^ Sixth DiBtrict. 

that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point 
where Reservoir avenue intersects the Pawtucket-Lincoln 
boundary line, extending easterly along said boundary line and 
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Pawtucket; 
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the Pawtucket-Central Falls boundary line to the center of the 
Pawtucket river; southerly along the center of the Pawtucket 
river to Main street; northwesterly through the center of Main 
street and Dexter street to Weeden street; westerly through .the 
center of Weeden street to Reservoir avenue; northwesterly 
through the center of Reservoir avenue to the place of beginning. 

(7) The Seventh Representative-District shall consist of 
all that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a i>oint 
where the North Providence, Lincoln, and Pawtucket boundaiy 
lines intersect, extending easterly along the Pawtucket-Lincoln 
boundaiy line to Reservoir avenue; southeasterly through the 
center of Reservoir avenue to Weeden street; easterly through 
the center of Weeden street to Dexter street; southeasterly 
through the center of Dexter street to Main street; south- 
westerly through the center of Main street to Mineral Spring 
avenue; westerly through the center of Mineral Spring avenue 
to Hurley avenue; southerly through the center of Hurley 
avenue to Grotto avenue; westerly through the center of Grotto 
avenue and the line of Grotto avenue to the Pawtucket-North 
Providence boundary line; northerly on said line to the place of 
beginning. 

(8) The Eighth Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a ix>int in 
the uitersection of Hurley avenue and Mineral Spring avenue, 
extending easterly through the center of Mineral Spring avenue 
to Main street; southwesterly through the center of Main street 
to Mulberry street; southerly through the center of Mulberry 
street to Cedar street; easterly through the center of Cedar street 
to West avenue; southerly through the center of West avenue to 
Pearl street; westerly through the center of Pearl street to 
Mulberry street; southerly through the center of Mulberry street 
to Brown street; westerly through the center of Brown street 
to Washington street; southerly through the center of Washing- 
ton street to Randall street; westerly through the center of 
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Randall street to Main street; southwesterly through the center 
of Main street to Thurston street; southwesterly through the 
center of Thurston street to the center of fienry street; thence 
westerly through the center line of Henry street and a continu- 
ation thereof to the easterly line of the railroad property oper- 
ated by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; northeasterly on said 
line to a point on road line opposite the southerly end of Dix 
avenue; thence westerly crossing said property at right angles 
to the southerly line of the old Moshassuck R. R. Company's 
property; thence on said line in a general westerly direction to 
its intersection with the Une of Hurley avenue; northerly in the 
line of and through the center of Hurley avenue to the place of 
beginning. 
(9) The Ninth Representative-District shall consist of all Pawtuckct; 

Ninth District. 

that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in 
the intersection of the North Providence line and Grotto avenue, 
extending easterly through the center of Grotto avenue to the 
center of Hurley avenue; thence southerly through the center of 
Hurley avenue to the old southerly line of the property operated 
by the Moshassuck Valley R. R. Co. ; easterly on said southerly 
line to the easterly line of the railroad property operated by the 
N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; thence easterly to the easterly line 
of said railroad property; southwesterly on said line to a point in 
the center line of Henry street; thence easterly in the center line 
of Henry street to Thurston street; northeasterly through the 
center of Thurston street to Randall street; easterly through the 
center of Randall street to Dunnell avenue; southerly through 
the center of Dunnell avenue to Magill street; easterly through 
the center of Magill street to Knowles street; southeasterly 
through the center of Knowles street to Clyde street; easterly 
through the center of Clyde street to East avenue; southerly 
and southwesterly through the center of East avenue to the 
Pawtucket-Providence boundary line; westerly on said line to 



152 



ELECTION LAWS. 



Pawtucket; 
Tenth EHstrict. 



the Pawtucket-North Providence boundary line; northerly on 
said line to the place of beginning. 

(10) The Tenth Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in 
the intersection of West avenue and Cedar street, extending 
easterly through the center of Cedar street to Pleasant street; 
southerly through the center of Pleasant street to Bowles street; 
easterly through the center of Bowles street and the line of 
Bowles street to the center of the Pawtucket river; southerly 
along the center of said river to the Pawtucket-Providence 
boundary line; westerly on said boundary line to East avenue; 
northeasterly through the center of East avenue to Clyde street; 
westerly through the center of Clyde street to Knowles street; 
northwesterly through the center of Knowles street to Magill 
street; westerly through the center of Magill street to Dunnell 
avenue; northerly through the center of Dunnell avenue to 
Randall street; easterly through the center of Randall street to 
Washington street; northerly through the center of Washington 
street to Brown street; easterly through the center of Brown 
street to Mulberry street; northerly through the center of 
Mulbery street to Pearl street; easterly through the center of 
Pearl street to West avenue; northerly through the center of 
West avenue to the place of beginning. 



Sec. 8.— WOONSOCKET. 



Woonsookct ; 
First District. 



The city of Woonsocket is hereby divided into eight repre- 
sentative-districts, bounded and described as follows: — 

(1) The First Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a pomt in 
the line of Pine street where said street intersects the western 
boundary line of ward 1, extending easterly through the center 
of Pine street to Union street; northeasterly through the center 
of Union street to Bell street; southeasterly through the center 
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of Bell street to Park avenue; northeasterly through the center 
of Park avenue to Bemon street; southeasterly and easterly 
through the center of Bemon street alid the line of Bemon street 
to the center of the Blackstone river; southerly through the 
center of the Blackstone river to the North Smithfield and 
Woonsocket town line; westerly and northwesterly on said town 
line to South Main street; northeasterly through the center of 
South Main street to Providence street; southeasterly through 
the center of Providence street to Lincoln street; northeasterly 
through the center of Lincoln street and the line of Lincoln 
street to the center of Bemon pond; easterly through the cen- 
ter of Bemon pond to the place of beginning. 

(2) The Second Representative-District shall consist of all woonaocket; 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in trie?" 

the Blackstone river where the Woonsocket and North Smith- 
field town line intersects the western boundary line of ward 4, 
extending southeasterly, southerly, and northeasterly through 
the center of the Blackstone river to its intersection with the 
tracks of the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co., Boston and Pascoag 
line; southwesterly along said tracks to the line of Hope street; 
easterly in the line of and through the center of Hope street to 
Glenark street; northerly through the center of Glenark street 
to Sayles street; easterly through the center of Sayles street to 
the center of Blackstone river; southeasterly along the center of 
the Blackstone river to a point in the. line of Lincoln street; 
southwesterly in the line of and through the center of Lincoln 
street to Providence street; northwesterly through the center of 
Providence street to South Main street; southwesterly through 
the center of South Main street to the Woonsocket and North 
Smithfield town Une; northwesterly and easterly along said line 
to the place of beginning. 

(3) The third Representative-District shall consist of all woonaocket; 

. . Third DUtrict. 

that part of said city bounded by a Ime beginnmg at a point in 
the Blackstone river where the Massachusetts and Rhode Island 

10 
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state line intersects the western boundary line of ward 4, ex- 
tending along said state line in an easterly direction to Prospect 
street; southeasterly, easterly, and southeasterly through the 
center of Prospect street to North Main street; southeasterly 
through the center of North Main street to Daniels street; 
northeasterly through the center of Daniels street to Earl street; 
northwesterly through the center of Earl street to Mechanics 
avenue; northeasterly through the center of Mechanics avenue 
to Pond street; southeasterly through the center of Pond street 
to Clinton street; southwesterly through the center of Clinton 
street to the tracks of the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co., Providence 
and Worcester line; westerly along said tracks to the line of 
Main street; northerly in the line of Main street to the junction 
of Main street and Railroad street; northwesterly through the 
center of Railroad street to Harris avenue; northwesterly 
through the center of Harris avenue to Verry street; south- 
westerly and northwesterly through the center of Verry street 
to a point in the Blackstone river where the second and third 
and fourth ward lines intersect; northwesterly and northerly 
through the center of said river to the place of beginning. 
IwJhDiS.'' (^) "^^^ Fourth Representative-District shall consist of all 

that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point on 
the Blackstone river where the second, third, and fourth ward 
lines intersect, extending southeasterly and northeasterly 
through the center of .Verry street to Harris avenue; south- 
easterly through the center of Harris avenue to Railroad street; 
southeasterly through the center of Railroad street to the junc- 
tion of Railroad street and Main street; southerly in the line of 
Main street to the tracks of the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co., 
Providence and Worcester line ; easterly along said tracks to the 
intersection of the first, third, and fourth ward lines in the 
Blackstone river; southwesterly through the center of the Black- 
stone river on the westerly boundary line of ward 1, to Ber- 
non pond; westerly and northwesterly on the northern and 
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eastern boundary line of ward 2 in the Blackstone river to 
Sayles street; westerly through the center of Sayles street to 
Glenark street; southerly through the center of Glenark street 
to Hope Street; westerly through the center of Hope street to the 
tracks of the Boston and Pascoag line of the N. Y., N. H. & H. 
R. R. Co. ; northeasterly along the tracks of said railroad to the 
center of the Blackstone river; westerly and northerly along the 
center of the Blackstone river to the place of beginning. 

(5) The Fifth Representative-District shall consist of all woonaookot; 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in 

the Rhode Island and Massachusetts state line where Prospect 
street crosses said line, extending easterly along said state line to 
Rathbun street; southwesterly through the center of Rathbun 
street to Social street; southwesterly through the center of 
Social street to Second street; southeasterly through the center 
of Second street and the line of Second street to the northern 
boundary line of ward 1 in the Blackstone river; southwesterly 
along said ward line in the Blackstone river to the tracks of the 
Providence and Worcester line of the N. Y., N. H. &. H. R. R. 
Co.; westerly along said tracks to Clinton street; northeasterly 
through the center of Clinton street to Pond street; north- 
westerly through the center of Pond street to Mechanics avenue; 
southwesterly through the center of Mechanics avenue to Earl 
street; southeasterly through the center of Earl street to Daniels 
street; southwesterly through the center of Daniels street to 
North Main street; northerly through the center of North Main 
street to Prospect street; northwesterly, westerly, and north- 
westerly through the center of Prospect street to the place of 
beginning. 

(6) The Sbcth Representative-District shall consist of all SST^J^Jt. 
that part of said city bounded by a Une beginning at a point in 

the intersection of Second street and Social street, extending 
easterly through the center of Social street to Cumberland 
street; southeasterly through the center of Cumberland street 
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to Brook street ; northeasterly through the center of Brook street 
to Ehn street; southeasterly and easterly through the center of 
Elm street to Dulude avenue; southerly through the center of 
Dulude avenue to Cass avenue; westerly through the center of 
Cass avenue to the eastern boundary Ime of ward 1 in the Black- 
stone river; northwesterly, westerly, and southwesterly along 
said line in the Blackstone river to the line of Second street; 
northwesterly in the line of and through the center of Second 
street to the place of beginning. 

(7) The Seventh Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in 
the Rhode Island and Massachusetts state line where Rathbun 
street crosses said line, extending easterly along said line to the 
Cumberland town line; southerly and southeasterly on the 
Woonsocket and Cumberland town line to its junction with the 
North Smithfield town line in the Blackstone river; northwest- 
erly through the center of the Blackstone river along the eastern 
boundary line of ward 1 to its intersection with the line of Cass 
avenue; easterly in the line of and through the center of Cass 
avenue to Dulude avenue; northeasterly through the center 
of Dulude avenue to Elm street; westerly and northwesterly 
through the center of Elm street to Brook street; southwest- 
erly through the center of Brook street to Cumberland street; 
northwesterly through the center of Cumberland street to Rath- 
bim street; northeasterly through the center of Rathbun street 
to the place of begmnmg. 

(8) The Eighth Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in 
the center of the Blackstone river where Bemon street intersects 
the western boundary line of ward 1, extending northeasterly, 
easterly, and southeasterly on said ward line in the Blackstone 
river to the line of Bemon street; westerly and northwesterly 
in the line of and through the center of Bemon street to Park 
avenue; southwesterly through the center of Park avenue to 
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Bell street; northwesterly through the center of Bell street to 
Union street; southwesterly through the center of Union street 
to Pine street; westerly through the center of Pine street and the 
line of Pine street to the western boundary line of ward 1 in the 
Blackstone river; northeasterly along said ward line in the 
Blackstone river to the place of beginning. 

Sec. 9.— NEWPORT. 

The city of Newport is hereby divided into five representa^ 
tive-districts, bounded and described as follows: — 

(1) The First Representative-District shall consist of all Newport; Urst 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point at 

the eastern end of the bridge connecting the Island of Rhode 
Island with Coaster's Harbor Island, extending easterly through 
the center of the highway leading from said bridge to Third 
street; southerly through the center of Third street to Dyre 
street; easterly through the center of Dyre street to Farewell 
street; southerly through the center of Farewell street to the 
line of Rutgers street; easterly through the line of and the center 
of Rutgers street to Halsey street; southerly through the center 
of Halsey street to Van Zandt avenue; easterly through the 
center of Van Zandt avenue to Tilley avenue; southerly through 
the center of Tilley avenue to Gould street; southeasterly 
through the center of Gould street to Warner street; south- 
westerly through the center of Warner street to Thames street; 
southerly through the center of Thames street to Bridge street; 
westerly through the center of Bridge street and the line of 
Bridge street to the harbor line; northerly along the harbor line 
to the place of beginning. This district shall also include the 
No. 2 engine house, on the south side of Bridge street, and 
Coaster's Harbor Island. 

(2) The Second Representative-District shall consist of all Newport; 

Second Dia- 

that part of said city beginning at a point in the shore line of trict. 
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Coddington Cove where the Middletown-Newport boundary 
line intersects said shore line, extending southeasterly along the 
Middletown-Newport boundary line to the line of the road to the 
water works ; westerly in the line of and through the center of the 
road leading to the water works to Prairie avenue ; northwesterly 
through the center of Prairie avenue to Kay street; south- 
westerly through the center of Kay street to Cranston avenue; 
northwesterly through the center of Cranston avenue to Broad- 
way; southwesterly through the center of Broadway to Oak 
street; northwesterly through the center of Oak street to 
West Broadway; southwesterly through the center of West 
Broadway to Edward street; northwesterly through the center 
of Edward street to Covell street; southeasterly through the 
center of Covell street to Sanford street; westerly through the 
center of Sanford street to Thames street; northerly through 
the center of Thames street to Warner street; northeasterly 
through the center of Warner street to Gould street; north- 
westerly through the center of Gould street to Tilley avenue; 
northerly through the center of Tilley avenue to Van Zandt 
avenue; westerly through the center of Van Zandt avenue to 
Halsey street; northerly through the center of Halsey street 
to Rutgers street; westerly through the center of Rutgers street 
and the line thereof to Farewell street; northerly through the 
center of Farewell street to Dyre street; westerly through the 
center of Dyre street to Third street; northerly through the 
center of Third street to the highway leading to Coaster's Har- 
bor Island; westerly along said highway to the bridge leading 
to Coaster's Harbor Island; thence along the shores of Narra- 
gansett Bay and Coddington Cove in a general northerly, west- 
erly, northerly, and easterly direction to the place of beginning. 
ThirSDiatrict. (3) The Third Representative-District shall consist of all 

that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in 
the intersection of the Middletown-Newport boundary line and 
the line of the road to water works, extending southeasterly 
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along the Middletown-Newjwrt boundary line to the line of 
Old Beach Road; southwesterly in the line of and through the 
center of Old Beach Road to Mill street; westerly through the 
center of Mill street to Market Square; westerly through the 
center of Market Square to Newman's wharf; westerly thrqugh 
the center of Newman 's wharf and the line thereof to the harbor 
line; northerly along said harbor line to a point in the harbor 
line in the line of Bridge street; easterly in the hne of and 
through the center of Bridge street to Thames street; northerly 
through the center of Thames street to Sanford street; easterly 
through the center of Sanford street to Covell street; north- 
easterly through the center of Covell street to Edwards street; 
southeasterly through the center of Edwards street to West 
Broadway; northeasterly through the center of West Broadway 
to Oak street; southeasterly through the center of Oak street 
to Broadway; northeasterly through the center of Broadway to 
Cranston avenue; southeasterly through the center of Cranston 
avenue to Kay street; northeasterly through the center of Kay 
street to Prairie avenue; southeasterly through the center 
of Prairie avenue to the road to water works; southeasterly and 
northeasterly through the center of the road to the water works 
and the line thereof to the place of beginning. This district shall 
also include No. 1 engine house on the south side of Mill street, 
and Goat Island. The No. 2 engine house on the south side of 
Bridge street shall be excluded from this district. 

(4) The Fourth Representative-District shall consist of all Newport; 

Fourth Di»- 

that part of said city boimded by a line beginning at a point tn^t. 
where the line of Old Beach Road extended intersects the 
Middletown-Newport boundary line, extending southeasterly 
along the Middletown-Newport boundary line to the Atlantic 
Ocean; thence by said Atlantic Ocean in a general southerly, 
easterly, and westerly direction to a point in said Atlantic 
Ocean in the line of Bellevue avenue; easterly and northerly in 
the line of and through the center of Bellevue avenue to Perry 
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street; westerly through the center of Perry street to Spring 
street; northerly through the center of Spring street to Pope 
street; westerly through the center of and in the line of Pope 
street to the harbor line; northerly along said harbor line to a 
point in the harbor line in the line of the center line of New- 
man's wharf; easterly in the line of and through the center of 
Newman's wharf to Market Square; easterly through the center 
of Market Square to line of Mill street; easterly in the line of 
and through the center of Mill street to Old Beach Road; east- 
erly through the center of Old Beach Road and the line thereof 
to the place of beginning. This district shall exclude the No. 
1 engine house, on the south side of Mill street. 

(5) The Fifth Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point at 
the intersection of Pope street and Spring street, extending 
southerly through the center of Spring street to Perry street; 
easterly through the center of Perry street to Belle vue avenue; 
southerly and westerly through the center of Bellevue avenue to 
the Atlantic Ocean; thence along said Atlantic Ocean, Narra- 
gansett Bay, and the Newport harbor line in a general westerly, 
northerly, and easterly direction to the intersection of the 
Newport harbor line with the Une of Pope street; easterly in the 
line of anfl through the center of Pope street to the place of 
beginning. 



Sec. 10.— WARWICK. 



Warwick; 
First District. 



The town of Warwick is hereby divided into five representa- 
tive-districts, bounded and described as follows: — 

(1) The First Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said town boimded by a line beginning at a point at 
the intersection of the Cranston- Warwick boundary line with 
the westerly line of the property owned and operated by the 
N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co., on the Pawtuxet river, extending 
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easterly on the Cranston-Warwick boundary line in the center 
of the Pawtuxet river to Pawtuxet cove; easterly and southerly 
through the center of the Pawtuxet cove to the Providence 
river; southeasterly along the westerly harbor line of the Provi- 
dence river to Narragansett Bay; southerly and southwesterly 
alcmg the westerly harbor line of Narragansett bay to Cowesett 
bay ; northwesterly along the northerly harbor line of Cowesett 
bay to a point on the harbor line in the Une of Nausauket 
avenue; northwesterly in the luie of and through the center of 
Nausauket avenue and the line of said avenue to the inter- 
section of th^ East Greenwich-Providence road and the westerly 
line of the property owned and operated by the N. Y., N. H. & 
H. R. R. Co. ; northerly on said line to the line of Rhode Island 
avenue (Lincoln Park plat) ; northwesterly in the line of and 
through the center c^ Rhode Island avenue and the line of 
Rhode Island avenue to the Cranston- Warwick boundary line 
in the Pawtuxet river; northerly on said line to the place of 
beginning. 

(2) The Second Representative-District shall consist of all Warwick; 

Second D'lB- 

that part of said town bounded by a line beginning at a point in ^i^^^- 
the Cranston- Warwick boundary line where it is crossed by the 
Old Hartford R. R. Branch of the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co., 
extending easterly and northerly on said line to the line of 
Rhode Island avenue; southeasterly in the line of and through 
the center of Rhode Island avenue and the line of Rhode Island 
avenue to the westerly line of the property owned and operated 
by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; southerly on said line to 
its intersection with the Providence-East Greenwich road; 
southeasterly in the line of and through the center of Nausauket 
avenue and the line of said avenue to Cowesett bay; from this 
point the boundary line of Representative-District No. 2 of the 
town of Warwick extends through Cowesett bay and the 
Potowomut river in a general southeasterly and westerly direc- 
tion to the intersection of the North Kingstown-East Green^ 

SI 
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wich- Warwick boundary lines; thence following the East Green- 
wich-Warwick town line northeasterly and northerly to a point 
in Greenwich cove where the East Greenwich-Warwick boun- 
dary line runs almost due west; westerly on said line to the 
Rocky Hill road; northerly through the center of the Rockj'' 
Hill road to Quaker lane; northerly through the center of 
Quaker lane to the Centerville road; westerly through the 
center of said road to the New London turnpike; northeasterly 
through the center of the New London turnpike to the Paw- 
tuxet river; easterly and northerly througli the center of the 
Pawtuxet river to its intersection with the westerly lines of 
the property owned and operated by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. 
R. Co., known as the Old Hartford Branch; northerly on said 
line to the place of beginning. 

nSSTDiBtrict. (3) The Third Representative-District shall consist of all 

that part of said town bounded by a line beginning at a point in 
the Cranston- Warwick boundary line where it is crossed by the 
western line of the property owned and operated by the N. Y., 
N. H. & H. R. R. Co., known as the Old Hartford Branch, 
extending southerly on said line to the Pawtuxet river; south- 
erly and westerly through the center of the Pawtuxet river to 
the New London turnpike; southwesterly through the center of 
the New London turnpike to the tracks of the N. Y., N. H. & 
H. R. R. Co.; westerly in said tracks to their intersection with 
the tracks of the Pawtuxet Valley Branch of the N. Y., N. H. & 
H. R. R. Co.; westerly and northwesterly on said tracks to 
Maple avenue; southwesterly in a straight line to the inter- 
section of Fairview avenue and the Coventry boundary line; 
northerly on said boundary line to the Cranston city line; east- 
erly on said city line to the place of beginning. 

F^u'rth'DiBtrict. (4) The Fourth Representative-District shall consist of all 

that part of said town bounded by a line beginning at a point in 
the Coventry- Warwick boundary line where Fairview avenue 
enters the town, extending in a straight line northeasterly to the 
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intersection of Maple avenue and the tracks of the Pawtuxet 
Valley Branch of he N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co. ; southeasterly 
and easterly along said line to its intersection with the westerly 
line of the property owned and operated by the N. Y., N. H. & 
H. R. R. Co., known as the Old Hartford Branch, easterly along 
said line to the New London turnpike; southwesterly through 
the center of the New London turnpike to a point where a line 
drawn due west will meet the intersection of the River road and 
the westerly line of the property owned and operated by the 
N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co., known as the Old Hartford Branch ; 
westerly on said line drawn due west to the westerly line of said 
railroad property; southwesterly on the said line to Central 
street; northwesterly through the center of Central street to 
Quidnick street; southwesterly through the center of Quidnick 
street -to Crawford street; northwesterly through the center of 
Crawford street to McNifiE street; northerly through the center 
of McNiff street to Shippee street; westerly through the center of 
Shippee street to the Coventry line; northerly along the Coven- 
try-Warwick boutidary line to the place of beginning. 

(5) The Fifth Representative-District shall consist of all Warwick; 

^ ' . , Fifth District, 

that part of said town bounded by a line beginning at a point in 
the Coventry-Warwick boundary line where Shippee street 
enters the town, extending easterly through the center of Shippee 
street to McNiflf street; southerly through the center of McNiff 
street to Crawford street; southeasterly through the center of 
Crawford street to Quidnick street; northeasterly through the 
center of Quidnick street to Central street; southeasterly 
through the center of Central street to the westerly line of the 
property owned and operated by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. 
Co., known as the Old Hartford Branch of the N. Y., N. H. & 
H. R. R. Co. ; northeasterly on said line to its intersection with 
the River road; thence due east on a line drawn from said inter- 
section to the New London turnpike; southwesterly through the 
center of the New London turnpike to the Centerville-Apponaug 
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road; easterly through the center of the Centerville-Apponaug 
road to Quaker lane; southerly through the center of Quaker 
lane to the Rocky Hill road; southerly through the center of 
Rocky Hill road to the Warwick-East Greenwich boundary 
line; westerly on said line to the Coventry- Warwick boundary 
line; northerly on said line to the place of beginning. 

Sec. 11.— central FALLS. 



Central Falls; 
Firat District. 



Central Falls; 
Second Dis- 
trict. 



The city of Central Falls is hereby divided into five repre- 
sentative-districts, bounded and described as follows: — 

(1) The First Representative-District shall ccmsist of all 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in 
the center of Washington street opposite Foxmdry street, ex- 
tending easterly through the center of Foundry street to the 
easterly line of the property operated by the N. Y., N. H. & 
H. R. R. Co.; northeasterly along said line to the Pawtucket- 
Central Falls boundary line in the Blackstone river; southerly 
along said line to the southerly boundary line of the city of 
Central Falls; westerly along said line to Hawes street; northerly 
through the center of Hawes street to Central street; easterly 
through the center of Central street to Washington street; 
northerly through the center of Washington street to the place 
of beginning. 

(2) The Second Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in 
the Blackstone river where Broad street crosses the Cumber- 
land-Central Falls boimdary line, extending easterly and south- 
easterly along said line to its intersection with the easterly 
line of the property operated by the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co. ; 
southwesterly on said line to Foundry street; westerly through 
the center of Foundry street to Washington street; north- 
westerly through the center of Washington street to Lincoln 
avenue; easterly through the center of Lincohi avenue to Acorn 
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gftreet ; northerly through the center of Acorn street to Chestnut 
street; easterly through the center of Chestnut street to Broad 
street; northerly through the center of Broad street to the place 
of beginning. 

(3) The Third Representative-District shall consist of all central Fails; 
that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in ^^ ^"*'"" 
the center of Pine street opposite Richardson street, extending 
easterly through the center of Riqhardson street to IJexter 

street; northerly through the center of Dexter street to Darling 
street; easterly through the center of Darling street to Puller 
avenue; northerly through the center of Fuller avenue to Sum- 
ner avenue; easterly through the center of Sumner avenue to 
Illinois street; southerly through the center of Illinois street to 
Beacon street; easterly through the center of Beacon street to 
Washington street; southerly through the center of Washington 
street to Central street; westerly through the center of Central 
street to Hawes street; southerly through the center of Hawes 
street to the southern boundary line of the city of Central Palls; 
westerly on said line to Pine street; northwesterly through the 
center of Pine street to the place of beginning. 

(4) The Fourth Representative-District shall conmst of all central Fails; 

Fourth Dis- 

that part of said city bounded by a line beginning at a point in *^Jct- 
the Blackstone river where Broad street intersects the Cumber- 
land-Central Falls boundary line, extending southerly through 
the center of Broad street to Chestnut street; westerly through 
the center of Chestnut street to Acorn street; southerly through 
the colter of Acorn street to Lincoln avenue; westerly through 
the center of Lincoln avenue to Washington street; southerly 
through the center of Washington street to Beacon street; 
westerly through the center of Beacon street to Illinois street, 
northerly through the center of Illinois street to Sumner avenue; 
westerly through the center of Sumner avenur to Fuller avenue, 
southerly through the center of Fuller avenue to Darling 
street; westerly through the center of Darling street to Dexter 
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street; northerly through the center of Dexter street to Hunt 
street; easterly through the center of Hunt street to Liberty 
street; northerly through the center of Liberty street to Etna 
street; easterly through the center of Etna street to Valley 
Falls pond; northerly along the shore of Valley Falls pond to the 
Cumberland-Central Falls boundary line; easterly along said 
line to the place of beginning. 

(5), The Fifth Representative-District shall consist of all 

F5th"r£taict ^^^^ P**^ ^^ ^^ ^^^y bounded by a line beginning at a point 
where the boundary lines of Lincoln, Central Falls, and Paw- 
tucket intersect, extending northerly and northeasterly on the 
westerly boundary line of the city of Central Falls to Valley 
FaUs pond; southeasterly along the shores of Valley Falls pond 
to Etna street; westerly through the center of Etna street to 
Liberty street; southerly through the c^ter of Liberty street 
to Hunt street; westerly through the center of Hunt street to 
Dexter street; southerly through the center of Dexter street to 
Richardson street; westerly through the center of Richardson 
street to Pine street; southerly through the center of Pine street 
to the southern boundary line of the city of Central Falls; 
westerly along said line to the place of beginning. 

Sec. 12.— CRANSTON. 

The city of Cranston is hereby divided into four representa- 
tive-districts, bounded and described as follows: — 

(1) The First Representative-District of the city of Cranston 
shall consist of all that part of said city bounded by a line 
beginning at a point on the Providence-Cranston boundary 
line where the Elmville brook intersects Park avenue, and ex- 
tending in a general southeasterly, northeasterly, and easterly 
direction with said Providence-Cranston boundary Une to the 
harbor line in Narragansett bay; southerly with said harbor 
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line to Pawtuxet cove; in a general westerly direction through 
said Pawtuxet cove and with the center of Pawtuxet river to a 
point where said Elmville brook enters said Pawtuxet river; 
northerly with the center of said Elmville brook to the point of 
beginning. 

* 

(2) The Second Representative-District of the city of Crans- cnuaton: 

Second Di»- 

ton shall consist of all that part of said city bounded by a line ^c*- 
beginnmg at a point in the Providence-Cranston boundary line 
where said line is intersected by Reservoir avenue, and extend- 
ing easterly and southerly with said Providence-Cranston bound- 
ary line to a point where Elmville brook intersects said Provi- 
dence-Cranston boundary line at Park avenue; southerly with 
the center of said Elmville brook to the Pawtuxet river; westerly 
and southerly with the center of said Pawtuxet river and the 
Warwick-Cranston boundary line to a point where said Warwick- 
Cranston boundary line is intersected by Pontiac avenue; 
northerly with the center of said Pontiac avenue to a point 
where said Pontiac avenue is intersected by the lines of the 
New York, New Haven and Hartford Railroad Co., at Howard; 
northerly in a direct line across the lands of the State Institu- 
tions to a point in the center of the New London turnpike 
fifteen hundred feet southwesterly of Sockanosset cross road; 
northeasterly with the center of said New London turnpike to a 
point where said turnpike intersects said Sockanosset cross 
road; northerly with the center of said Sockanosset cross road 
to its junction with Reservoir avenue; northeasterly with the 
center of said Reservoir avenue to the point of beginning. 

(3) The Third Representative-District of the city of Crans- cranston; 

Third District. 

ton shall consist of all that part of said city bounded by a line 
beginning at a point in the Cranston-Johnston boundary line 
where the outlet to Dyer's pond connects with the Pocasset 
river, and extending northerly and easterly with said Cranston- 
Johnston boundary line to its junction with the Providence- 
Cranston boundary line; easterly and southerly with said Provi- 
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dence-Cranston boundary line to a point where said Providence- 
Cranston boundary line is intersected by Reservoir avenue; 
southwesterly with the center of said Reservoir avenue to a 
point where it is intersected by the Pocasset river; northerly 
with the center of said Pocasset river to a point in the center 
of Cranston street: northwesterly with the center of said Crans- 
ton street to a point half way between said Cranston street and 
Haven avenue; westerly in a direct line running half way be- 
tween said Haven avenue* and Cranston street across said 
Cranston street to the southerly boundary line of St. Ann's 
cemetery; with said southerly boundary line of St. Ann's cem- 
etery to the center of Randall's pond; with the center of Ran- 
dall's pond and Dyer's pond to the point of beginning, 
Fiurth*Di». (4) The Fourth Representative-District of the city of Crans- 

ton shall consist of all that part of said city westerly of a liae 
extending from a point in the Cranston-Johnston boundary line 
where the outlet to Dyer's pond connects with the Pocasset 
river, thence southerly with the center of said Dyer's pond and 
Randall 's pond to a point in a line with the southerly boundary 
of St. Ann's cemetery; easterly with the southerly boundary 
line of St. Ann's cemetery across Cranston street in a (&ect 
line running half way between said Cranston street and Haven 
avenue to a point in the center of said Cranston street; south- 
easterly with the center of said Cranston street to a point 
where said Cranston street is intersected by the Pocasset river; 
southerly with the center of said Pocasset river to a point where 
said Pocasset river intersects Reservoir avenue; southwesterly 
with the center of said Reservoir avenue to the junction of said 
Reservoir avenue and Sockanosset cross road; southerly with 
the center of said Sockanosset cross road to a point where said 
Sockanosset cross road is intersected by the New London turn- 
pike; southwesterly with the center of said turnpike to a point 
fifteen hundred feet from said Sockanosset cross road; southerly 
in a direct line across the lands of the State Institutions to a 
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pomt where the lines of the New York, New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad Co. intersect Pontiac avenue at Howard; southerly 
with the center of said Pontiac avenue to the Warwick-Crans- 
ton boundary line. 

Sec. 13.— east PROVIDENCE. 

The town of East Providence is hereby divided into three 
representative-districts, bounded and described as follows: — 

(1) The First Representative-District shall consist of all EaatProvi- 
that part of said town bounded by a line beginning at a point in mnnct.^^ 
the Seekonk river where the Pawtucket-East Providence bound- 
ary lines intersect, extending easterly on the Pawtucket-East 
Providence line to the Massachusetts-Rhode Island boundary 

line; southerly on said boundary line to Taimton avenue; 
southwesterly through the center of Taunton avenue to a point 
opposite the eastern line of the East Providence town hall; 
southerly along the easterly line of said town hall to a point 
opposite the center of the east and west line of said town hall; 
westerly in the line of and on the said line through the center 
of said town hall to the westerly hne of said town hall; north- 
erly on the westerly line of said town hall to Taunton avenue; 
southwesterly through the center of Taunton avenue to Walnut 
street; northerly through the center of Walnut street to Water- 
man avenue; westerly through the center of Waterman avenue 
to the Providence-East Providence boundary line in the See- 
konk river; northerly on said line to the place of beginning. 

(2) The Second Representative-District shall consist of all that EastProvi- 

^ ' , ^ dence; Second 

part of said town bounded by a line beginning at a point in the ^"^"•^*- 
Seekonk river at the intersection of the Providence-East Provi- 
dence boundary line and Waterman avenue, extending south- 
easterly through the center of Waterman avenue to Walnut 
street; southwesterly through the center of Walnut street to 
Taunton avenue; easterly through the center of Taunton 
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Eaat Provi- 
dence; Third 
Diatrict. 



avenue to the line of the westerly line of the East Providence 
town hall; southerly along said line to a point opposite the 
center of the east and west line of said town hall; easterly in the 
line of and on said line through the center of said town hall to 
the easterly line of said town hall; northerly in the easterly 
line of said town hall to Taunton avenue; easterly through the 
center of Taunton avenue to Broadway; southerly through the 
center of Broadway to a point where it crosses the inlet of 
Watchemoket cove; southerly through said inlet and Watche- 
moket cove to the railroad bridge over the outlet of Watche- 
moket cove; due west on the line of and through said outlet to 
the East Providence town line in Narragansett bay; northerly 
and northeasterly on said line to the place of beginning. 

(3) The Third Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said town bounded by a line beginning at a point on 
the Rhode Island-Massachusetts state line where Taunton 
avenue enters the town, extending southerly on said state line 
to its intersection with the East Providence-Barrington bound- 
ary line; westerly on the East Providence-Barrington bound- 
ary line to the East Providence town line in Narragansett 
bay; northwesterly on said town line to a point in said line due 
east of the railroad bridge over the outlet of Watchemoket 
cove; easterly on the line of and through said outlet to Watche- 
moket cove; northerly through said cove and the inlet to said 
cove to where said inlet is crossed by Broadway; northerly 
through the center of Broadway to Taunton avenue; easterly 
through the center of Taunton avenue to the place of beginniag. 



Sec. 14.— CUMBERLAND. 



Cumberland; 
First District. 



The town of Cumberland is hereby divided into two repre- 
sentative-districts, bounded and described as follows: — 

(1) The First Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said town lying south of a line beginning at a point 
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in the center of Dexter street on the Massachusetts-Rhode Island 
state line where Dexter street enters the town, extending west- 
erly through the center of Dexter street to Broad street; north- 
westerly through the center of Broad street to Cross street; 
southwesterly through the center of Cross street and the line of 
Cross street extended to the boundary line between the town 
of Cumberland and the town of Lincoln in the Blackstone river. . 

(2) The Second Representative-District shall consist of all ^^']SJ?*' 
that, part of the town of Cumberland not included in the first *"®** 
representative-district of said town. 

Sec. 15.— LINCOLN. 

The town of Lincoln is hereby divided into two representa- 
tive-districts, bounded and described as follows: — 

(1) The First Representative-District of said town shall Lincoln; Fint 

District. 

consist of all that part of said town lying north of a line begin- 
ning at a point in the center of the Ashton bridge over the Black- 
stone river on the Lincoln-Cumberland boundary line, extending 
westerly to a point opposite a road formerly called ''Chestnut 
Tree Lane" and more often "Stony Lane," in the center of the 
highway called the Great Road or Smithfield avenue; northerly 
through the center of said Great Road or Smithfield avenue to 
the junction of said Great Road and Louisquisset pike* south- 
westerly to the stone post on the Lincohi-Smithfield boundary 
line standing just north of the point where the Wilbur road in 
said town of Lincoln crosses the Smithfield line. 

(2) The Second Representative-District of said town shall Lincoln: 

Second DiS" 

consist of all that part of the said town of Lincoln not included tnct. 
in the first representative-district of said town. 

Sec. 16.— westerly. 

« 

The town of Westerly is hereby divided into two representa- 
tive-districts, bounded and described as follows: — 
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Westerly; 
First District. 



Westerly; 
Second Dis- 
trict. 



( 1) The First Representative-District shall consist of all that 
part of said town lying north and west of a line beginning at a 
point on the bridge over the Pawcatuck river on the Rhode 
Island-Connecticut boundary line in the center of Broad street, 
extending southeasterly through the center of Broad street to 
Granite street; northeasterly and northerly through the center 
of Granite street to Tower street; easterly and northeasterly 
through the center of Tower street to Oak street; easterly 
through the center of Oak street to its junction with the Old 
Niantic road, so-called; northeasterly through the center of 
said road to the tracks of the N. Y., N. H. & H. R. R. Co.; 
easterly on said tracks to the brook flowing from Chapman's 
pond into the Pawcatuck river; through said brook in a general 
easterly direction to the Hopkinton-Westerly boundary line 
in the Pawcatuck river; thence following the Westerly-Hopkin- 
ton boundary line in a general easterly direction to the Charles- 
town- Westerly boundary line. 

(2) The Second Representative-District shall consist of ail 
that part of the town of Westerly not included in the first repre- 
sentative-district of said town. 



Sec. 17.— BRISTOL. 



Bristol; First 
District. 



The town of Bristol is hereby divided into two representa- 
tive-districts, bounded and described as follows: — 

(1) The First Representative-District shall consist of all 
that part of said town bounded by a line beginning at a point in 
the harbor line in the southerly line of High street; northerly in 
the line of and through the center of High street to Bayview 
avenue; easterly through the center of Bayview avenue to 
Metacom avenue; northerly through the center of Metacom 
avenue to the road leading to the Hopeworth sanatorium, and 
the line thereof to the harbor line in Mount Hope bay; southerly, 
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southwesterly, northwesterly, and northerly along said harbor 
luxe to the place of beginnmg. 

(2) The Second Representative-District shall consist of all Bristol; 
that part of the town of Bristol not included in the first repre- &** ^*" 
sentative-district of said town. 

Sec. 18.— BURRILLVILLE. 

The town of Burrillville is hereby divided into two represen- 
tative-districts, bounded and described as follows: — 

(1) The First Representative-District of the town of Burrill- BumUviiie; 
ville shall consist of all that part of said town lying west and 

south of a line drawn from a point in the Rhode Island-Massa- 
chusetts state line where the line of the first voting-district of 
the town of Burrillville crosses said line, extending southeasterly 
in the line of said voting-district to a point on said line where a 
line drawn almost due east intersects the southerly line of the 
property operated by the New York, New Haven and Hartford 
Railroad Co., known as the Old Providence and Springfield 
Branch, directly opposite Whipple's mill; southeasterly along 
the southerly line of said railroad property to its intersection 
with the branch of Tarkiln brook flowing southeasterly into 
said brook; southeasterly along said branch to Tarkiln brook; 
southwesterly along Tarkiln brook to the Glocester-Burrill- 
ville boundary line; westerly along said boundary line to the 
Rhode Island-Connecticut boundary line; northerly along said 
boimdary line to the Massachusetts-Rhode Island boundary 
line; easterly along said boundary line to the place of beginning. 

(2) The Second Representative-District of the town of Bumiiviiie; 
Burrillville shall consist of all that part of said town not included tnct. 

in the first representative-district. 

Sec. 19. The secretary of state shall receive and examine 
the certificates of election of senators and representatives to the 
general assembly returned to his office by the state retutning- 
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^te to^re^ board, and shall make separate lists of the persons therein 
wnAtor»-eiect named as elected to the offices of senators and representatives, 

and reprcaenta- 

tives-eie^ respectively. In case at nine o 'clock in the morning on the first 
ti^^-b^ani. Tucsday of January in each year there shall be no such certifi- 
cate received by the secretary of state of the election of senator, 
representative, or representatives, or either or any of them, 
from any city or town, the secretary of state shall also place on 
said lists, respectively, the names of the persons then holding 
the offices for which there is no certificate returned or received 
as aforesaid of the election of any other person to said office. 
*Steto5euVcr ^Ec. 20. At Or bcforc twelve o'clock, noon, on the first 
^^ certified Tuesday in January in each year the secretary of state shall 

list of repre- 

acnuuvisHeicct. certify and deliver to the reading-clerk of the house of repre- 
sentatives the list of persons, made up as provided in the pre- 
ceding section of this chapter, entitled to seats in the house of 
representatives, and shall certify and retain in his possession the 
list of persons, made up as aforesaid, entitled to seats in the 
senate. 
uiSiiwrand S®^- 21. In case any person whose name does not appear 
uve'^^may ou Said Ust shall, upon the calling to order as hereinafter pro- 
aecretary of vidcd of Said scuatc and house of representatives, respectively, 

mate and clerk "^ '^ 

SigaSStiOT ^^ *"^^ before organization, present to the secretary of state a cer- 
um"o?^J^" tificate of such person 's election to the office of senator or repre- 
sentative, over the signatures of the state retuming-board, and 
there being no such certificate of the election of any other per- 
son to said office returned to or received by the secretary of state 
as aforesaid, the secretary of state in the senate, and the read- 
ing-clerk in the house of representatives, shall correct said lists, 
respectively, by placing thereon the name of such person pre- 
senting said certificate as senator or representative, as the case 
may be, from the city, town, or representative-district which it 
appears by said certificate he is entitled to represent, and by 
erasing from the list whereon it appears the name of the person 
previously placed thereon as senator or representative by reasoa 
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of no certificate of the election of any person to said office hav'ng 
been received by the secretary of state. 

Sec. 22. In case any person whose name appears upon ^Jj^^^^^^,^ 
either of said lists made up by the secretary of state as aforesaid jJS^ntaUvST 
as senator or representative from any city, town, or representa- fiued on first 
tive-district, by virtue or any certificate of election returned to 
the office of or received by. the secretary of state as aforesaid, 
shall not be present at the time of calling the roll of members as 
hereinafter provided, the said list bearing the name of such per- 
son shall be further corrected, by the secretary of state in the 
senate and the reading-clerk in the house of representatives, 
by substituting therefor the name of the person then holding 
said office. 

Sec. 23. The p^ersons whose names appear upon said lists who to 



ar- 



made up and corrected as hereinbefore provided, and no others, orKaniiationof 

nenftte and 

shall be entitled to participate in the organization of the senate ^ou»- 
and house of representatives, respectively. 

Sec. 24. On the first Tuesday in January in each year at Dateoffimt 

meeting of sen- 

twelve o'clock, noon, the persons whose names are borne on the ate and house 

' > X- giyjji year. 

respective lists aforesaid shall be admitted to take seats as 
members of the senate and house of representatives, respectively, 
and such persons shall assemble at said time in their respective 
chambers at Providence and take their engagement of office 
before the secretary of state, attorney-general, or some person 
authorized by law to administer oaths. 

Sec. 25. At the time specified in the preceding section of Proceedings to 

be ob'wrved in 

this chapter, the senate shall be called to order by the lieuten- organising the 
ant-govemor, or in his absence by the secretary of state. The 
roll of members as appears by said list of senators shall then be 
called by the clerk, and said list shall be corrected by the secre- 
tary of state as hereinbefore provided. In the absence of the 
lieutenant-governor, the senate shall then proceed to elect one of 
their members to preside. If twenty of the members whose 
names appear upon said lists are present, but not otherwise, the 
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Senate to elect 
clerk and 
notify houae of 
its organisa- 
tion. 



Proceedings to 
be observed in 
organising the 
house. 



Speaker, how 
chosen. 



Penalty for 
violating pro- 
visions of this 
section. 



senate then shall organize by electing a clerk, and shall forthwith 
notify said house of representatives that it is duly organized and 
ready to proceed with the business of the session. Said clerk 
shall hold office for one year, and until his successor is elected 
and qualified. 

Sec. 26. At the time specified in section twenty-four of this 
chapter, the house of representatives shall be called to order by 
the senior member in continuous service present from Newjxirt, 
and, if there is no member present from Newport, by the senior 
member of said house in continuous service present. The roll 
of members as appears by said list of representatives shall then 
be called by the reading-clerk, and said list shall be corrected by 
the reading-clerk as hereinbefore provided. If it shall appear 
that fifty-one of the members whose names are upon said list 
are present, but not otherwise, the member calling the house of 
representatives to order as hereinbefore provided shall call for 
nominations for the office of speaker, and receive the ballots of 
the members whose names are on said list for that office, and 
after said ballots have been counted by him and by the clerks 
of said house, he shall declare the result, and the balloting shall 
continue until some person shall receive a majority of all the 
ballots cast, and the person receiving such majority shall be the 
speaker of said house. The member so calling said house to 
order shall not receive, entertain, or put to vote, any motion or 
question whatever, or point of order, while acting as presiding 
officer, and any such member violating any of the foregoing 
provisions of this section, or allowing any person whose name is 
not upon said list to participate in the organization of said house 
or to cast any ballot for speaker, or who shall allow to be used 
in the organization of said house any list of members not 
prepared and corrected as provided in this chapter, shall be 
imprisoned not less than one year nor more than three years; 
and any clerk or other person who shall use any such list in the 
organization of said house, or who shall fraudently alter, 
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secrete, or destroy any list of members prepared, or prepared and 
corrected, as hereinbefore provided, shall be punished by like 
imprisonment. Inunediately upon the election of a speaker 
the house of representatives shall proceed to elect by ballot 
a reading-clerk and a recording-clerk, and upon the election of a 
speaker and clerks as herein provided, said house shall be deemed 
to be organized, and shall forthwith notify the senate that it is elected by 

house and bad* 

duly organized and ready to proceed with the business of the ate notified of 
session. Said clerks shall hold oflSce for one year, and until *'°°- 
their successors are elected and qualified. 
Sec. 27. The respective houses may fill vacancies in the Eachhouae 

has power to 

said offices as they occur. S^ito^^ST 

Sec. 28. Immediately after the organization of the senate Grand eonunit- 

tee to meet at 

and house of representatives and notice thereof as aforesaid, once after or- 
ganisation for 

the senate shall join the house of representatives in grand SJ^^^nCTai 
committee, for the purpose of inducting the persons elected into Sm^"*"*** 
their respective offices, and of electing general officers in case 
of a failure to elect by the electors at the general election. 

Sec. 29. The list of members of the senate and of the house Certified um of 

senators and 

of representatives prepared and corrected as herein provided, JJ^'remiSn*^^^ 

shall continue to be the lists of members of the senate and of chaS^^by 

said house, respectively, until altered by vote of the respective tivo houses. 

houses, and any secretary of state who shall willfully fail to Penalty for 

failure to make 

prepare and correct such lists according to the provisions of this y^^^ k^mk 
chapter, or to do any other thing in relation to such lists herein Iwea^"^^' 
provided to be done by him, or who shall fraudulently place chapter. 
upon any of such lists the name of any person not provided here- 
in to be placed Jbhereon, or who shall fraudulently neglect to place 
upon any of such lists the name of any person so entitled to be 
placed thereon, shall be imprisoned not less than one nor more 
than three years. 

Sec. 30. The foregoing provisions of this chapter are SSlha^?' 
mandatory and not merely directory. "**** ^' 
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aenatore-elect 
and representa- 
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Senators and 
representatives 
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ment before 
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offices. 

Form of en- 
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tors and repre- 
sentatives. 



Sheriffs and 
deputies to 
attend sessions 
of the general 
assembly. 



Sec. 31. The attendance of senators-elect and representa- 
tives-elect, and of senators and representatives, may be com- 
pelled by warrant for that purpose under the hand of the pre- 
siding officer for the time being of the senate or house of repre- 
sentatives, as the case may be, directed to any sheriff or deputy- 
sheriff, which warrant may be executed by such officer in any 
county. 

Sec. 32. Senators and representatives not present at the 
first meeting of the respective houses shall, after presenting the 
evidence of their election, take the engagement of office before 
they shall act in their respective offices. 

Sec. 33. The following shall be the form of engagement to 
be taken by the senators and representatives: — You being 
chosen to the place of [naming the office] in the general assembly, 
do solemnly swear, (or, affirm) that you will be true and faithful 
to this State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations; 
that you will support the constitution of the United States, 
and the constitution and laws of this state, and that you will 
faithfully and impartially discharge the duties of your aforesaid 
office, to the best of your abilities, according to law: So help 
you God. [Or: this affirmation you make and give under peril 
of the penalty of perjury. 

Sec. 34. The number of sheriffs or their deputies who shall 
attend upon the general assembly, at any session thereof, shall 
not exceed three in both chambers, unless by special order of 
the general assembly: Provided, that only actual attendance 
shall be paid for. 
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EXTRACTS FROM TITIiE VIII. 



Of Towns and Town Officers. 



CHAPTER 47. Oen. Laws. 

1896. Ch. 37. 

Of Calling and Warning Town Meetings. 



Section 1. A town meeting shall be annually held in each Annual 



town 



town, for the election of such town officers as are or may be by 3enti«a of' 

. officers. 

law required. 

Sec. 2. Such meetings shall be held at such time as is or when to be 
may be by by-law or vote provided, unless otherwise directed "^^ 
by law. 

Sec. 3. If, on the day of annual election of town officers, j^u^SS"*^" 
any town shall fail to make an election of town clerk, town *^ ^ ^ ^^2. 
council, justices of the peace or town treasurer, the meeting 
may be adjourned for the purpose of completing the election of 
those officers, but of no others, from day to day, not exceeding 
three days beyond the first day of meeting. 

Sec. 4. Town meetings, other than said annual meetings, other town 
shall be held at such times as are, or may be, by the constitu- 
tion or by law required, or may be called in the manner herein- 
after provided. 

Sec. 5. Town clerks shall cause the electors of their respect- Town cierk to 

notify of town 

ive towns to be notified of every town meeting which shall be ^eeungs. 
prescribed by law, and also of all other town meetings which 
shall be legally called. 

Sec. 6. Whenever the town council, or whenever seven of Town meetings* 
the electors of any town consisting of less than three thousand notlfiSi. 
inhabitants, or five per cent, of the electors of any town con- 78i. MaJ^i. 

1900. 

sistin^ of more than that number, shall make a request in writ- 
ing for the calling of a town meeting to transact any business 
relating to such town in respect of wlxich they shall have a right 
to vote, and direct the same to the town clerk, such town clerk 
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How, If sub- 
ject acted on 
within aiz 
months. 



Notice of a 
meeting pre- 
■cribedby law, 
how to be 
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Of notice of 
called town 
meetings. 

Pub. Laws, 
852. March 29. 
1901. 



Meetings called 
by request, 
held when. 



Warrant, how 
issued, to fill 
vacancy in 
office of town 
clerk. 



Penalty for 
neglect to issue 
and serve war- 
rant for meet- 
ing. 



shall cause the electors to be notified of the time when and the 
place where the same is to be holden, and of the business pro- 
posed to be transacted therein. 

Sec. 7. No special town meeting shall be called without the 
consent of the town council, if the subject or any of the sub- 
jects proposed to be considered at such special town meeting, 
shall have been acted on by the town at any time within six 
months previous to the time of such proposed call. 

Sec. 8. The notice to the electors to meet in a town meeting 
prescribed by law, shall be given by the town clerk issuing his 
warrant, directed to the town sergeant or one of the constables 
of such town, requiring him to post, at least seven days before 
the day appointed for such meeting, written notifications in three 
or more public places in the town, of the time when and place 
where said meeting is to be holden and of the business required 
by law to be transacted therein. 

Sec. 9. The notice of meetings, when called by request as 
aforesaid, shall be given in the manner provided for meetings 
prescribed by law. In towns in which the hour of meetings 
prescribed by law is fixed by law, meetings called by request 
shall be held at the same hour. In other towns such meetings 
shall be held at the hour named in the request. At all meetings 
called by request only the business stated in the warrants 
directing the calling of such meetings shall be acted upon. 

Sec. 10. Whenever any town clerk shall be removed by 
death or otherwise, the town treasurer of the town shall issue 
his warrant to warn the electors to assemble in town meeting, 
to choose a town clerk in the room of him so removed, which 
warrant shall be directed as aforesaid. 

Sec. 11. Every town clerk or town treasurer who shall 
neglect or refuse to issue a warrant as above directed, and ever^- 
town sergeant or constable who shall neglect or refuse to serve 
the same as above required, shall forfeit for each neglect fifty 
dollars; to be recovered, one-half thereof to the use of the town 
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and one-half thereof to the use of the person* who shall sue for 
the same. 

Sec. 12. No vote shall be passed in any town meetmg con- of meetinss to 

,,. . m % 111 !• ^®^ taxe« or to 

cenung the disposing of the town s land or making a tax, dispoBeoftown 
unless special mention be made, and notice thereof given, in the n r. i. 423. 

IV Xv- !• 40o. 

warrant issued for the warning of such meeting; and the town 
clerk of every town shall grant such warrant, except in cases 
where the law otherwise directs; which warrant shall be directed 
to the town sergeant, or to one of the constables of the town. 

CHAPTER 48. Gen. Laws, 

1896. Ch. 38. 

Of the Quorum, Government and Conduct of Town Meet- 
ings, AND OF Organization and Government of Ward 
Meetings. 

Section 1. Whenever the inhabitants of any town do not How many 

electors to con- 

exceed three thousand by the last census, whether national or »tituteatown 

•' ' meeting. ^ 

state, preceding the holding of a town meeting, seven electors at SSes"™ *° 
least shall be necessary to constitute a legal town meeting; and 
whenever the inhabitants of any town shall exceed that number, 
fifteen electors at least shall be necessary to constitute such 
meeting: Provided ^ that whenever both the warden or modera- 
tor and clerk of any ward or district meeting held in any city 
or town are present, they shall constitute a quorum for the 
opening of the polls for voting for all civil officers, except for 
warden and clerk. 

Sec. 2. At the annual town meeting of each town, there Modei'ator. 
shall be chosen a moderator to preside in all the town meetings chosen. 
for the year, and until his successor is elected and qualified. 

Sec. 3. (As amended by Section 35, Chapter 640, and 
Section 1, Chapter 677, Public Laws.) Voting-district modera- 
tors and clerks, and moderators and clerks of representative- 
districts in any city other then the cities of Providence and 
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dertSto^"*"** Pawtucket, and in any town divided into representative-dis- 
into repreaentar tricts, shall bc clccted annuallv by and from the qualified elec- 

tive-districta, 

thanFWi^^*' toFs-of their respective districts on the day of the annual elec- 
tuck^t'how*''' ^ion of city or town officers in such city or town; they shall 

hold their oflSces as prescribed in the charter of, or special or 
general law, applicable to such city or town respectively; 
and the voting for them shall continue during the whole time 
limited by law for voting on the day of such election. They 
shall be engaged to the faithful and impartial discharge of the 
duties of their ofiice and to support the constitution and laws 
of the state and the constitution of the United States, 
v^!^ ma^J^ Whenever voting-district moderators and clerks, and modera- 
tor? and cieriTs. tors and clerks of representative-districts have not been elected 

when > 

in any city or town, the board of canvassers of said city or town 
shall appoint such officers, at least ten days before any election, 
or district or town meeting, and such officers shall hold office 
until the appointment or election of their successors, 
pointed m In the cities of Providence and Pawtucket, at least ten days 

Frovidence and , . ini -iiii i* 

Pawtucket by prior to cvcry election, there shall be appomted by the board of 

boards of can- mtmt •/ 

J^tratk»1i canvassers and registration thereof, respectively, a moderator 

and a clerk for each voting-district who shall be of different 
political parties; and who shall be qualified electors in the dis- 
trict for which they are appointed. 

Such moderators and clerks shall each be able to read the 
constitution of the state in the English language, and to write 
their names. Every person appointed as aforesaid shall be 
forthwith notified of his appointment and shall, at least three 
days before any election at which he shall have been appointed 
to serve, accept or decline said appointment, and shall be, 
at least three days prior to said election, sworn to the faith- 
ful discharge of his duties by some member of said board 
making such appointment. In case any person appointed as 
aforesaid shall neglect to qualify, or shall be unable or fail to 
serve, the vacancy shall be filled by the board making such 
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apx>omtment, and such appointee shall be of the same political fiU(S°*^*'' ^°^ 
party as the person failing to qualify, and shall, before serving, 
qualify before some member of said board. 

Sec. 4. In the city of Providence at least ten days prior to Pub. Laws. 

708. Sec. 4, June 

every election there shall be appointed by the board of can- i3. looo. 

Wardens and 

vassers and registration of said city a warden and clerk for each cierka in cities 

of Providence 

voting-district who shall be of different political parties. In hSt^ppo^nted! 
the city of Pawtucket the warden and clerk shall be appointed 26 r. i. 465. 
by the board of canvassers and registration as provided 
by sections thirty-five to forty-five of chapter eight. 

Sec. 5. (As amended by Section 36, Chapter 640, Public Moderators and 

clerks in towns 

Laws.) Moderators and clerks of voting-districts in towns not "„to1SJ^n- 

divided into representative-districts shall be elected annually, tote^iected*" 

by and from the qualified electors of their respective voting- town election. 
districts, on the day of the annual election of town officers in the 
several towns. 

Sec. 6. In towns which do not elect their officers by secret How to be 

voted for in 

ballot, the names of the candidates for warden or moderator, ^^^ot 

' ' electing town 

and clerk, as aforesaid, shall be written or printed upon one 2S^ret"bafiot. 

piece of paper; and the ballots shall be by the voter deposited 

in the ballot-box in such manner that the warden or moderator 

can distinctly see that the voter deposits but one ballot of a 

kind. 

Sec. 7. The votes for warden or moderator and clerk shall votes, how 

counted; result, 

be counted by the then warden or moderator, and clerk, and the fe??: ^^^^^ed. 

•' ' ' Ballots, how 

result declared in open ward or district meeting; and the ballots ^"p«***°'- 
shall be sealed up and delivered to the town clerk by the district 
clerk with the ballots for other officers. 

Sec. 8. The term of office of the warden or moderator, and 
clerk, as aforesaid, then elected, shall commence at the first 
r^ular ward or district meeting held thereafter for the election 
of officers, and shall- continue imtil their successors are elected 
and qualified, unless otherwise provided by law. 



Term of office. 
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Moderator to 
preside at all 
elective meet- 
ings. 



Proceedings to 
be taken in ab- 
sence of moder- 
ator or clerk of 
town not di* 
vided into vot- 
ing-districts. 



Of a voting dis- 
trict in town 
not divided into 
representative- 
districts. 



Of a represen- 
tative district, 
or of H voting- 
district in a 
representative- 
district. 



Officer pro tem- 
pore, to be duly 
sworn. 



New election 
in case of cer- 
tain vacancies. 



Sec. 9. (As amended by Section 37, Chapter 640, Public 
Laws.) In all meetings of the electors or voters in a town, 
representative-district, or voting-district, the moderator of such 
meeting shall preside. 

Sec. 10. (As amended by Section 38, Chapter 640, and 
Section 1, Chapter 850, Public Laws.) In case of the absence of 
the moderator or of the clerk of any town meeting, of a town not 
divided into voting-districts, the town meeting may elect a 
moderator or clerk pro tempore, and the town clerk shall pre- 
side at such election of the moderator. 

In case of the absence of the moderator or of the clerk of a 
voting-district in a town not divided into representative-dis- 
tricts, the voting-district meeting may elect a moderator or 
clerk pro tempore, and the clerk shall preside in such election of 
a moderator. Five electors at least shall be necessary to con- 
stitute a quorum for the purpose of electing such moderator 
or clerk pro tempore. 

In case of the absence of the moderator or of the clerk of a 
representative-district or of a voting-district in a representative- 
district divided into voting-districts, the district meeting may 
elect a moderator or clerk pro tempore, and the clerk shall 
preside in such election of a moderator. Five electors at least 
shall be necessary to constitute a quorum for the purpose of 
electing such moderator or clerk pro tempore. 

The officer so elected shall be sworn to the faithful discharge 
of his duties by any person authorized to administer'oaths, and 
shall hold office in the cities of Providence and Pawtucket until 
a moderator or clerk is appointed by the board of canvassers and 
registration thereof, respectively, and in all other such cities and 
towns until the election and qualification of his successor. 

Sec. 11. (As amended by Section 39, Chapter 640, Public 
Laws.) In case of the death, resignation, or permanent dis- 
ability of the moderator of any town, or of the moderator or 
clerk of any representative-district except in the cities of Provi- 
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dence and Pawtucket, or of any voting-district in any town not 
divided into representative-districts, the town or district may 
proceed to a new election. 

Sec. 12. Every moderator or warden shall have power to powereof 
manage and regulate the business of each meeting, conforming warden. 
to law, and to maintain peace and good order therein. 

Sec. 13. If any person shall conduct himself in a disorderly Dwo"J«riy 
manner in any town, district or ward meeting, the moderator 
or warden may order him to withdraw from the meeting; 
and, on his refusal may order the town sergeant, or any con- 
stable present, or any other persons, to take him from the 
meeting and to confine him in some convenient place until the 
meeting shall be adjourned; and the person so refusing to with- 
draw shall, for each offence, be fined not exceeding twenty 
dollars. 

Sec. 14. The moderator of every town meeting shall, on a JJ^^JJJJSJ'in**^ 
motion being made and seconded, relative to any business SSJmife!^ 
regularly before such meeting, after having heard all the electors 
entitled to vote thereon who shall be desirous of being heard, 
cause the votes of the electors present to be taken thereon. 
Whenever any question shall be pending in any town meeting 
involving an expenditure of money, or the incurring of liability 
by the town, or the disposition of town property, the same 
shall be taken by ballot, if a ballot be called for and the call be 
seconded by at least five per centum of the electors qualified to 
vote on the pending question. 

Sec. 15. In all town elections, and on all questions to be vot«. how 

taken in town 

decided by ballot, the elector voting shall present his ballot to ^^^^i^^ 
the moderator or warden without his name being written on the ^^ ^*°** 
back or face of his ballot, and the ballots shall be received by, 
and the ballot-boxes shall be in charge of, the moderators or 
wardens only; and like proceedings shall be had in such cases 
and in aU town meetmgs, as far as may be, as are prescribed in 
sections, one, two, eleven, twelve and thirteen of chapter nuxe. 

«4 
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Majority neces- 
■ary, excepting 
electioDs. 



Town clerk's 
oertifica'te of 
proceedings of 
town meeting. 



To govern elec- 
tions by secret 
ballot, how far. 



Sec. 16. AU questions relating to town affairs, excepting 
elections, shall be decided by a majority of the votes of the 
electors present entitled to vote on the question. 

Sec. 17. A copy of the record of the proceedings of any 
town meeting, duly certified by the town clerk, shall be evidence 
of any act or vote of such town in town meeting assembled, 
recited in such copy, and the certificate of the town clerk that 
no town meeting has been held to consider any subject in -said 
certificate mentioned, or that no vote of the town has been taken 
upon such subject, shall be evidence of the fact therein stated. 

Sec. 18. The provisions of this chapter shall govern elec- 
tive meetings held in accordance with the provisions of chapter 
eleven, if and so far as they are applicable, and not inconsistent 
with the provisions of said chapter eleven. 



Qen. Laws, 
1896. Ch. 39. 
10 R. I. 101. 
13 R. I. 318. 
16 R. I. 501. 



What town 
oflScers and 
when to be 
cboaen. 

16 R. I. 394. 
16 R. I. 463. 



CHAPTER 49. 

Of the Election and Quaufication of Town Offtcers. 

Section 1. The electors in each town shall annually, on 
their town election days, choose and elect as many town officers 
as by the laws of the state are or shall be required ; that is to say, 
a moderator to preside in all the meetings of the town, and a 
town clerk, a town council to consist of not less than three nor 
more than seven members, a town treasurer, a town sergeant, 
a town sealer of weights and measures, one or more auctioneers, 
such a number of assessors of taxes, not less than three nor more 
than seven, as may be deemed necessary, one or more collectors 
of taxes, one or more corders of wood, one or more packers of 
fish, one or more pound keepers, one sealer of leather, and as 
many constables, overseers of the poor, viewers of fences, gaugers 
of casks and all such other officers as by law are required in such 
town and as each or any town shall have occasion for, including 
persons to superintend the building of chimneys and placing of 
stoves and stove-pipes. 
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Sec. 2. In towns not divided into voting-districts, and in fo?T?w^bC^^ 

Deu in towns 

which town meetings for the election of town officers and for the pot divided 

into voting-di»- 

transaction of town business are held on the Tuesday next after JoiJSet^iith 
the first Monday in November, such town meetings shall be so ^m^bliiot. 
held and conducted as not to interfere or conflict with elections 852.'March 29. 

1901. 

held on said day imder the provisions of chapter eleven. 

Sec. 3. Such towns are hereby authorized to elect an assist- . mS<£lSoJ"may 
ant moderator, who may preside at such town meetings held on pLb^Lm, 
the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, annually, 1901. 
for the election of town officers and the transaction of town 
business, and with like power and authority in such town 
meetings as moderators would have. 

Sec. 4. A duplicate list of the qualified electors in each of in^SSTtobe**" 
the aforesaid towns shall be prepared for use in town meetings p***'^*'***- 
held under the provisions of the two sections next preceding; 
and all the provisions of law relative to the preparation, fur- 
nishing and use of voting-lists shall apply to such duplicate 
lists. 

Sec. 5. Justices of the peace chosen by any town shall be J»»»t«oe« <>' the 
chosen at the time of electing town officers, and shall hold their 
offices for one year. 

Sec. 6. The town clerk shall forthwith make a return of the ^eroif" 
names of the justices of the peace so chosen, to the secretary of 
state. 

Sec. 7. If a vote by ballot be demanded in the election of a Biuiot for mod- 
moderator or town clerk, a separate vote shall be taken in each eierk. 
case. The mayor of every city and the president of the town 
coimcil of every town shall, as soon as may be after the election 
of city clerk or town clerk of such city or town, send to the Election to be 

certified. 

secretary of state a certificate of the election of such city or 
town clerk. Which certificate shall be kept on file in the office of 
the secretary of state. S^ilS^uScii*'* 

Sec. 8. Before the election of members of the town council thepeaoe^te 

determined. 

or justices of the peace is begun at the annual town meeting, {^ r. i. 394. 

16 K. 1. 453. 
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the electors shall determine the number of such officers to be 
elected. 

Sec. 9. . The members of the town council shall be chosen 
next in order after the election of town clerk; and in choosing 
them the vote, whether by ballot or otherwise, shall be taken for 
the whole number at the same time; and if by ballot, the names 
of all the persons voted for by any one elector shall be placed 
upon one ballot. 

Sec. 10. The justices of the peace shall be next chosen, and 
in the same manner; but the ballots for the members of the town 
council, justices of the peace and for any other officers, may be 
deposited in ;the ballot-box at the same time if so ordered by the 
town. 

Sec. 11. In cities, the number of justices of the peace to be 
elected shall be fixed by the city councils, and in towns divided 
into districts for the purpose of voting, by the town councils, 
and the voting shall be conducted, in all respects, as is prescribed 
by law for the voting for senators and representatives in said 
cities and towns. 

Sec. 12. In case of a ballot for members of the town council 
or justices of the peace, the names shall be nimibered upon the 
ballots, and, in counting them, the places numbered shall be 
considered as separate places. 

Sec. 13. In case any town shall, on the day of any such 
annual election, fail to elect any of the officers whom they may 
lawfully choose, except town clerk, town council, justices of the 
peace and town treasurer, the said officers shall be elected by 
the town council of the town at their next meeting: Provided^ 
however, that town councils may postpone the election of any 
of said officers to some future meeting; and the several towns 
shall have full power to delegate to their respective town 
councils the election of any of the officers whom such town 
may lawfully choose, except town clerk, town council, justices 
of the peace and town treasurer. 
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Sec. 14. Mayors of cities shall be elected by a plurality of JJ bJ^Ifecl^^by 
the electors qualified to vote in the election of general olKcers, ^ "™ **^' 
who shall vote for the candidates for said office. 

Sec. 16. Unless some other form of engagement be specially Oath of town 
by law prescribed, every person elected to any town or city °®**!%oo 
office, whether by the town, city council, board of aldermen or 
town council, and every moderator and warden, and ward and 
district clerk, shall take the following engagement before he shall 
act therein, before some person authorized to administer Oaths: 
You [naming the person] do solemnly swear (or, affirm) that you 
will be true and faithful unto this state, and support the laws 
and constitution thereof, and the constitution of the United 
States; and that you will well and truly execute the office of 
[naming the office] for the ensuing year, or until another be en- 

r 

gaged in your place, or until you be legally discharged there- 
from; so help you God (or, this affirmation you make and give 
upon peril of the penalty of perjury). 

Sec. 16. The officer administering the oath shall make and Certificate oi 
deliver to such officer a certificate of the taking of such oath. 

Sec. 17. Every collector of taxes shall give bond, with CoUectorof 

•^ '^ ' taxes to give 

sufficient surety, for the faithful performance of such trust, to ^"^' . .__ 

10 R. I. 378. 

the town treasurer of the town for which he is chosen, in such }§ r* }; Pg 
sum as the said town or the town council of said town shall 
determine, not exceeding double the amount of the tax with the 
collection of which he shall be charged. Whenever any town 
shall elect its town treasurer collector of taxes for such town, 
the bond to be given by such collector under the provisions 
hereof shall be given to the town, and shall be delivered to the 
town coimcil for safe keeping, and upon the happening of any 
breach of the condition of the said bond, an action thereon may 
be commenced in the name of the town to which it was given. 

Sec. 18. In case of the death, resignation or removal of whotocoUect i 

' taxes, collector 

any collector of taxes, the collector who shall be appointed to ^®"*' ®**^* 
complete the collection thereof shall have the same power to 
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collect the same as is by law given to the collector first appointed. 

to serve until Sec. 19. All town officers shall hold their offices until the 

their mcoeaMMS 

•re quaufied. ^ext annual election of town officers, and thereafter until their 

15 R. I. 332. 

II S* !'ii^' successors shall be lawfully qualified to act; unless where it is 

^4 Urn I. VO. 

27 K. i.m. expressly provided to the contrary. 

Town councu ^^^' ^- (^ amended by Section 40, Cluster 640, Public 



injeert^n*'^^ Laws.) Wheucver a vacancy shall occur in any office by 

death, removal out of town, resignation, or by nqj^ect or refusal 
to quiEtlify, or for any other cause, the town council niay fill the 
same until the next town meeting for the election of such officers, 
and whenever from any cause there shall be vacancies in the 
town council of any town, so that there shall not be sufficient 
members to form a quorum, the town clerk shall call a special 
town meeting in the manner provided by law for calling q>ecial 
town meetings, at which meeting, or at any subsequent meeting 
called for that purpose, such vacancies shall be filled in the 
manner provided for the election of such officers. 

ofiksenuenoi ^Ec. 21. Officcis elected by a town to prosecute for viola- 

^^ o^^S^ tions of its ordinances, by-laws and regulations, shall not be 

required to give surety for costs upon complaints made by 
them therefor, but such town shall be directly liable to the 
state for costs incurred in such prosecution. 

spedai itetutM Sec. 22. The provisions of this chapter are subject to the 

provisions of any special statutes respecting any particular 
town or city, none of which are repealed hereby. 

To covem eiee- Sec. 23. The provLsious of this chapter shaU govern elective 

tions by secrvi '^ r- o 

bnUot.ho«far. meetings held in accordance with the provisions of chapter 

eleven, if, and so far as they are appUcable and not inconsistent 
with the pro\isions of said chapter eleven. 
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EXTRACTS FROM 
CHAPTER 640, PUBLIC LAWS. 

(Approved Ausuat22. 1910.) 

Sec. 41. All persons who, at the tune when this act goes offioera hoid- 
into effect, shall hold office under any and all acts or parts of any Uw repealed by 

this act, to con- 
act hereby repealed shall continue to hold their offices under the ^^yf^}9 'f^^ 

•^ *^ out their term 

present tenure thereof, except those offices which are abolished °^ °^^^' 
and those as to which a different provision is made by this act. 

Sec. 42. Chapter 464 of the Public Laws, passed at the ^^j^'*"** 
January session, A. D. 1909, and all acts and parts of acts in- 
consistent herewith, are hereby repealed. 

Sec. 43. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 



Chapters of the Public Laws Passed Since the Revision 

OF the General Laws. 

CHAPTER 475. 
AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE HOLDING OF CAUCUSES IN THE P»««i May 7. 

I QQQ 

TOWN OF BRISTOL. 

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. In the town of Bristol, the caucuses of all Bmtoi, town 
political parties shall be held in accordance with the provisions 
of this act, and such provisions shall apply only in said town. 
For the purpose of this act, a political party is hereby defined 
to be one which at the next preceding annual election of state 
officers cast for its candidate for governor at least two per cent. 
of all the votes cast in the state for that officer. Caucus and 
convention nomination^ shall be made only by political parties. 

Sec. 2. The qualified electors of each political party in 
said town shall annually, at the caucus held to elect del^ates 
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to the convention to nominate a candidate for governor, elect a 
town committee for such town. Each town committee shall, 
within ten days after its organization, file with the secretary of 
state a list of its officers and members. The general manage- 
ment of the affairs of each political party in such town shall be 
vested in its town committee, subject to the rules and regulations 
which the state committee of such political party shall make. 
Any vacancy occurring in any of the offices or in the member- 
ship of said town committee shall be filled by such committee. 
A statement thereof shall be filed as in the case of officers and 
members first chosen. Town committees shall hold office from 
the date of their election until the next annual election of such 

« 

committees and thereafter until their successors have organized. 
Town committees may make regulations, not inconsistent with 
law, to determine membership in the party and to restrain those 
not entitled to vote at caucuses called by them from taking part 
therein, and such regulations shall be furnished to and shall gov- 
ern the officers by this act charged with the duty of preparing 
caucus voting lists in the preparation of such lists, so far as they 
are not in conflict with the provisions of this act. Each town 
committee shall attend the caucuses of the party to which it 
belongs, to perform the duties herein imposed upon it. 

Sec. 3. All caucuses shall be held in said town at the call 
of the town conunittee of the political party holding such cau- 
cuses. The call for such caucuses shall be issued not less than 
five days prior to the day on which they are to be held. It shall 
state the places where such caucuses are to be held, the hour of 
holding the same, the time during which the polls are to be open, 
and the business to be transacted thereat, and said call shall be 
posted, at least four days prior to the holding of said caucus, in 
six or more public places in said town. No two political parties 
shall hold their caucuses on the same day. 

Sec. 4. At least ten days previous to the date on which a 
political party desires to hold its caucuses in said town the 
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chairman of the town committee of such political party shall 
notify, in writing, the town clerk of the date selected for such 
caucuses, and the political party first making such selection and 
notification for a certain date shall be entitled to hold its 
caucuses on that date, if such date is one on which caucuses may 
be lawfully held. If such date is one previously so selected and 
notified by some other political party, or is one on which cau- 
cuses may not be lawfully held, such chairman shall be imme- 
diately notified, in writing, of the fact by the town clerk, and 
such chairman shall select and make notification of another date. 
It shall be the duty of said town clerk, in and at the expense of 
said town of Bristol, to provide a polling place in said town for 
said caucus, and to notify in writing such chairman as to the 
place so provide^, at least seven days prior to the date of such 
caucuses. 

Sec. 5. No caucus, except a caucus adjourned under the 
provisions of section foiuteen of this act, shall be held within 
two days, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, of the last 
day for filing the certificate of the nominations of such caucus, 
nor shall any political party hold caucuses on successive days. 
All caucuses held to elect delegates to the convention to nomi- 
nate a candidate for governor, and to nominate candidates for 
the general assembly from said town, excepting those caucuses 
necessary for a special election, shall be held after the second 
Thursday next after the first Monday in September of each year. 
All caucuses held to nominate candidates for town officers in 
said town, excepting those caucuses necessary for a special 
election, shall be held within twenty-five days of the second 
Wednesday in March in each year. Caucuses necessary for a 
special election shall be held not more than ten days before, 
nor within two days, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, 
of the last day for filing the certificates of the nominations of 
such caucuses. 

25 
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Sec. 6. The town committee of each x)olitical party in said 
town shall, at least two days prior to the date of the caucus, 
appoint a caucus chairman and a caucus clerk and assistant 
caucus clerks, as the same may be necessary for said town, 
who shall be qualified electors of said town, and members of 
such political party, and shall fill all vacancies which occur in 
such offices from any cause, except as hereinafter provided. 
Caucus chairmen and caucus clerks so appointed shall hold 
office until the first day of January next succeeding their ap- 
pointment and thereafter until their successors are appointed, 
and shall have the same powers and duties in the conduct of 
caucuses as are conferred by law upon wardens and ward clerks 
of elective meetings. 

Sec. 7. The caucus chairman appointed, as hereinbefore 
provided, shall call the caucus of his political party to order, 
and shall preside thereat, and the caucus clerk and assistant 
caucus clerks shall check the voting list. In case a caucus 
chairman is absent at the time at which the caucus has been 
called, or in case a caucus chairman becomes incapacitated 
during the holding of the caucus, the town committee, or a 
majority of the members thereof present at such caucus, shall 
appoint a qualified elector of such party residing in said town as 
caucus chairman for such caucus. If no member of the town 
committee is present, the clerk of such caucus, or, in case of 
his absence or incapacity, then any qualified elector of such 
political party shall call the meeting to order, and the electors 
present shall elect some qualified person as caucus chairman of 
such caucus. In case a caucus clerk is absent at the time at 
which the caucus has been called, or in case a caucus clerk 
becomes incapacitated from performing his duties as such during 
the holding of the caucus, the town committee of said town, or 
such majority thereof, shall appoint some qualified elector of 
the town as such caucus clerk. If no member of the town com- 
mittee is present, the caucus chairman shall appoint some 
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qualified elector as aforesaid as caucus clerk. All caucuses shall 
be called to order at seven-thirty o 'clock P. M. The polls shall 
be opened at or before eight P. M., and the ballot boxes shall be 
opened and the interior thereof exposed to the view of all 
present by the chairman before any ballots are cast. Any 
necessary business not finished at eight P. M. shall be post- 
poned until after the polls are closed and the result of the ballot- 
ing announced. The polls shall be kept open until ten P. M., 
and no longer. Except for the filling of vacancies in the ofiice of 
caucus chairman and caucus clerk, as hereinbefore provided 
in this section, a ballot shall be required for the choice of all 
candidates for elective offices, for delegates to conventions, and 
for members of town committees, to be elected by such caucuses. 
All ballots shall be printed or written on white paper, of uniform 
size to be determined by the town committee of each political 
party in said town, and no tissue paper shall be used for any 
caucus ballot. The names of all candidates for which any 
elector shall vote at any caucus shall be written or printed upon 
one ballot. 

Sec. 8. No person shall be entitled to vote or take part in 
the caucus of any political party who within fourteen calendar 
months has voted or taken part in the caucus of any other 
political party, or has signed nomination papers of a candidate 
or candidates for any elective officer, or has voted in any elec- 
tion for the candidates of any other political party or for can- 
didates placed in nomination by nomination papers, or is de- 
barred from so voting or taking part by the regulations of such 
party provided for in section two of this act. No person who 
has voted in the caucus of any political party shall be eligible 
to sign any nomination paper containing nominations of can- 
didates within fourteen calendar months thereafter. 

Sec. 9. The town clerk of said town shall prepare the voting 
lists for use at all caucuses held in said town. At all caucuses the 
voting lists as last published or canvassed according to law by 
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the board of canvassers of said toivn shall be used, corrected 
as heremafter provided. The board of canvassers in said town 
shall hold a canvass meeting on the twenty-seventh day pre- 
ceding the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in 
each year, and on the twenty-seventh day preceding the second 
Wednesday in March in each year, and also on a day not more 
than five days prior to the earliest day lawfully selected by any 
political party for the holding of caucuses made necessary by a 
special election in such town, to canvass and correct the voting 
lists of elect(»rs qualified. Notice of said canvass meetings 
shall be given in such manner as such board of canvassers shall 
respectively prescribe. 

Sec. 10. In preparing caucus voting lists for the caucuses 
of any political party there shall be stricken from the lists 
specified in section nine of this act the names of all persons 
shown by the nomination papers, or copies thereof, and used 
caucus voting lists in the possession of the town clerk, to be 
, debarred from voting in such caucuses by the provisions of 
section eight of this act, or who are shown by the regulations 
of such political party to be not entitled to vote in its caucuses. 
Each such list shall be endorsed with the name of such political 
party, and shall be certified by such town clerk. 

Sec. 11. The town clerk is hereby authorized and required 
to furnish, at the expense of said town, suitable ballot boxes, 
blank forms of certificates and returns, and other election 
stationery, for each polling place at which any caucus is held, 
and to cause the voting lists prepared as aforesaid to be de- 
livered at each such polling place to the caucus chairman, prior 
to the hour of seven-thirty o'clock in the evening of the day on 
which any such caucus is to be held; and it is hereby made the 
duty of the chief of police of said town to detail such number of 
police officers to each such polling place, for the preservation of 
order, and to deUver the voting lists aforesaid, as may be re- 
quested by said town clerk. 
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Sec. 12. The caucus chairman shall receive the ballots of all 
persons whose names are upon the lists certified and furnished to 
him, and shall reject the ballots of all other persons. 

Sec. 13. Immediately in the closing of the polls the caucus 
chairman and clerk shall in open caucus proceed to count the 
ballots cast in the presence of such representatives as may be 
appointed in writing, one by each candidate voted for at said 
caucus; and each candidate receiving a plurality of the ballots 
cast for the office for which he was a candidate shall be declared 
by the caucus chairman to be elected or nominated, as the case 
may be. The ballots and voting lists shall then be forthwith 
separately sealed up, together with a statement of the result of 
the balloting, substantially in form required by law in the case 
of elective meetings, and shall be forthwith delivered in person 
by the caucus clerk to the town clerk in said town. 

Sec- 14 In case at any caucus a majority of a delegation 
to any convention, or of any town committee, are not elected, or 
in case of a tie vote for any candidate for an elective office, the 
caucus shall adjourn to such day as shall be designated at said 
caucus by the caucus chairman, but not to any day at which a 
caucus of any political party has been called. In case of a tie 
vote for a smaller number than a majority of the delegates to a 
convention, or of the members of a town committee, the elected 
members of the delegation or of the committee shall fill the 
vacancies so caused and make notification of their action to the 
person or officer entitled to receive the same. In all cases the 
delegates to a convention shall have power to fill vacancies in 
their number appearing at the hour of the meeting of such con- 
vention. 

Sec. 15. The chairman of every caucus shall, within twenty- 
four hours after said caucus is held, deliver or send to each 
delegate to a political convention, and to each member of a 
political committee, a certificate of his election, and to each 
candidate for an elective office a certificate of his nomination, ' 
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and shall also cause the certificate of nomination required by law 
in the case of all candidates who are nominated by such caucus 
for any elective office to be prepared and seasonably filed in the 
proper public office, imless proceedings for a recount of the 
ballots cast at such caucus are inaugurated conformably to the 
provisions of section sixteen of this act, in which case he shall 
not deUvey, send, or cause to be filed any such certificates. 
Upon each check list used at such caucus the clerk and assistant 
caucus clerks checking such list shall make a return under oath 
that the said check list is the identical one used in the caucus 
of the political party for which it was furnished, and that the 
names checked were truly and properly checked at such caucus, 
and that no alteration or erasure or additional check has been 
made thereon. 

Sec. 16. If before five o'clock in the afternoon of the day 
succeeding the day on which any caucus is held imder the pro- 
visions of this act a person who has received votes thereat for 
nomination or election to any elective office, delegation, or 
political committee shall serve upon the town clerk of said town 
a statement in writing that the records and returns made by the 
caucus officer, as aforesaid, are erroneous, and si)ecifying 
wherein the same are erroneous, and claiming an election or 
nomination by said caucus for the petitioner, and petitioning 
for a recount of such ballots by the board of canvassers of said 
town, such town clerk shall retain all the ballots cast at such 
caucus until such claim is withdrawn or the contest for the 
nomination or election is fully determined, as hereinafter pro- 
vided. The town clerk upon whom such statement is served 
shall forthwith notify the members of the board of canvassers 
of his town of the filing of such petition, and it shall be the duty 
of said board of canvassers to forthwith convene, and to cause 
notice in writing to be served, in such manner as said board of 
canvassers shall direct, upon all other candidates for the same 
office receiving votes at said caucus, at the expense of the peti- 
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tioner, of the filing of such petitions for a recount, and shall 
appoint a time and place for the recount of said ballots within 
twenty-four hours, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, 
from the time of ordering such notice. At the time specified 
by said board of canvassers said town clerk shall transmit to 
such board all the ballots cast at such caucus and the voting list 
used thereat, and at the appointed time and place said board of 
canvassers shall proceed to recoimt said ballots and to hear and 
determine all questions raised for or against the counting of the 
same or of any thereof, and shall declare, as the result of such 
recount and determination, what persons, if any, were lawfully 
elected or nominated at such caucus. ' Such declaration shall 
stand as the true record and result of the vote cast at such 
caucus, and the proper officer shall cause the names of the persons 
so declared to be nominated for any elective office to be printed 
upon the official ballots, in accordance with a certificate of such 
recount and determination made and filed with him by said 
board, which certificate shall be deemed to be made and filed 
as of the day of holding such caucus. Said board shall also 
furnish to each delegate and member of a committee, so de- 
clared to be elected, a certificate of his election. Any candidate 
receiving votes at such caucus for such nomination or office may 
be present during such recoimt, either in person or by an agent 
duly appointed in writing. 

Sec. 17. The town clerk of said town shall retain under seal 
for the period of fourteen calendar months all of the voting 
lists returned to him under the provisions of this act: Provided ^ 
that such lists may be unsealed for use in the proceedings pro- 
vided for in sections ten and sixteen of this act, after which they 
shall be immediately resealed, and that the said town clerk, 
after a check list has been used at a caucus of a political party 
held under the provisions of this act, upon written application 
for a copy of the list as checked, signed by any qualified elector 
in the said town where such list was used, and upon payment or 
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tender of the fees provided by law therefor, may unseal and open 
the wrapper contaming sucti check list, and shall furnish to 
such applicant a certified copy of the list as checked, and shall 
then reseal the same. 

Sec. 18. Every public officer or officer of a political party 
who shall willfully violate any of the provisions of this act, or 
shall refuse, or willfully neglect and omit, to perform, in the 
manner and within the time prescribed, any duty imposed upon 
him by this act, shall be fined not less than fifteen nor more than 
fifty dollars, or imprisoned in jail for a period not exceeding 
thirty days, or both. Every person at a caucus who, knowing 
that he is not entitled to vote, votes or attempts to vote, or 
votes or attempts to vote upon any other name than his own, or 
votes or attempts to vote more than once upon his own name, 
or deposits or attempts to deposit more than one ballot for any 
candidate for any elective office or delegate to any convention 
or member of any political committee at the same balloting, 
or at any caucus gives a false answer to any caucus clerk or the 
presiding officer of any caucus relative to his right to vote at 
such caucus, shall be punished by imprisonment in jail not 
exceeding thirty days. Whoever aids or abets a person not 
entitled to vote at a caucus in voting or attempting to vote under 
a name other than the voter 's own name, or in voting twice upon 
the voter's own name, or aids or abets a person in depositing 
or attempting to deposit at a caucus more than one ballot as 
aforesaid at the same ballotmg, shall be punished by imprison- 
ment in jail not exceeding thirty days. Whoever willfully 
alters, or willfully makes any change, erasure, or additional 
check upon the voting list used or to be used at a caucus, or, 
having custody or control of such voting list, shall suffer or 
permit any alteration, change, erasure, or additional check to 
be made upon such voting list, shall be punished by imprison- 
ment in jail not exceeding sixty days. Excepting otherwise 
herein provided, the penalties imposed by law upon election 
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and other officers and voters who violate the provisions of acts 
regulating elective meetings are hereby imposed upon the same 
and like caucus and other officers and voters for the same and 
like violations of this act. 

Sec. 19. It shall be the duty of every pohce or other peace 
officer or constable to arrest without warrant any x>^rson 
detected in the act of violating the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 20. The secretary of state shall make and send to the 
town clerk of said town copies of all nomination papers filed 
with him which contain the names of electors of such town. 

Sec. 21 . The town committees elect in said town at the time 
of the passage of this act shall organize and serve in the same 
manner and with the same effect as if they had been elected 
under its provisions. 

Sec. 22. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 



CHAPTER 479. 

AN ACT IN AMENDMENT OF CHAPTER 1078 OF THE PUBLIC Pa«ed Feb. 
LAWS, ENTITLED "AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE HOLDING 
OF CAUCUSES IN THE CITIES OF PROVIDENCE, NEWPORT, 
AND PAWTUCKET." 

(See Chapter 12, General Laws.) 

It 18 enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 
Section 1. Chapter 1078 (Chapter 12, General Laws) of Providence, 

Newport, and 

the Public Laws, entitled "An act in relation to the holding of P*wtucket 

" caucuses. 

caucuses in the cities of Providence, Newport, and Pawtucket," 
is hereby amended so that the provisions of said act shall apply 
to the city of Central Falls in the same manner as they apply to 
the city of Newport: Provided, that the notice to be published, 
as prescribed in Section 3 of said act, shall be published as^to 
the city of Central Falls in one or more newspapers which are 

t6 
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circulated in said Central Falls, and which. are published in 
either the city of Pawtucket, or the city of Providence; and, 
provided further y that the time for closing the polls at the caucuses 
in said Central Falls shall be at nine o'clock P. M., instead of 
ten o'clock P. M., as provided for in Section 7 of said act. 

Sec. 2. All acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith 
are hereby repealed, and this act shall take effect upon its pas- 
sage. 

CHAPTER 746. 

ASSraSfwii. AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE HOLDING OF CAUCUSES IN THE 

TOWN OF EAST PROVIDENCE. 



Pc^tical paity 
defined. 



Method of 
electing town . 
committee, and 
powers and 
dutieti thereof. 



It 18 enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. In the town of East Providence, the caucuses 
of all political parties shall be held in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this act, and such provisions shall apply only in said 
town. For the purposes of this act, a poUtical party is hereby 
defined to be one which at the next preceding annual election 
of state officers cast for its candidate for governor at least two 
per cent, of all the votes cast in the state for that officer. Cau- 
cus and convention nominations shall be made only by political 
parties. 

Sec. 2. The qualified electors of each political party in said 
town shall annually, at the caucus held to elect delegates to the 
convention to nominate a candidate for governor, elect a town 
committee for such town. Each town committee shall, within 
ten days after its organization, file with the secretary of state 
a list of its officers and members. The general management of 
the affairs of each pohtical party in such town shall be vested 
in its town committee, subject to the rules and regulations which 
the state committee of such political party shall make. Any 
vacancy occurring in any of the offices or in the membership 
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of said town committee shall be filled by such committee. A 
statement thereof shall be filed as in the case of officers and mem- 
bers first chosen. Town committees shall hold office from the 
date of their election mitil the next annual election of such com- 
mittees and thereafter until their successors have organized. 
Town committees may make regulations, not inconsistent with 
law, to determine membership in the party and to restrain those 
not' entitled to vote at caucuses called by them from taking 
part therein, and such regulations shall be furnished to and shall 
govern the officers by this act charged with the duty of preparing 
caucus voting lists in the preparation of such lists, so far as they 
are not in conflict with the provisions of this act. Each town 
committee shall attend the caucuses of the party to whicn it 
belongs, to perform the duties herein imposed upon it. 

Sec. 3. All caucuses shall be held in said town at the call of c»ucuaeB, bow 
the town committee of the political party holding such caucuses. 
The call for such caucuses shall be issued not less than five days 
prior to the day on which they are to be held. It shall state the 
places where such caucuses are to be held, the hour of holding the 
same, the time during which the polls are to be open, the busi- 
ness to be transacted thereat and the imif orm size of the ballots 
to be used in said caucus, and said call shall be posted, at least 
four days prior to the holding of said caucus, in six or more 
public places in said town. No two political parties shall hold 
their caucuses on the same day. 

Sec. 4. At least ten days previous to the date on which a Townderkto 
political party desires to hold its caucuses in said town the chair- date^of caucus 

and to fumiah 

man of the town committee of such political party shall notify poiHnit-piacea 

in writing, the town clerk of the date selected for such caucuses, 

and the political party first making such selection and notificar 

tion for a certain date shall be entitled to hold its caucuses on 

that date, if such date is one on which caucuses may be lawfully 

held. If such date is one previously so selected and notified by 

some other political party, or is one on which caucuses may not 
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be lawfully held, such chairman shall be hnmediately notified, 
in writing, of the fact by the town clerk, and such chairman shall 
select and make notification of another date. It shall be the 
duty of said town clerk, in and at the expense of said town of 
East Providence, to provide a polling place in said town for said 
caucus, and to notify in writing such chairman as to the place so 
provided, at least seven days prior to the date of such caucuses. 

Sec. 5. No caucus, except a caucus adjourned under the 
provisions of section fourteen of this act, shall be held within 
two days, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, of the last 
days for filing the certificate of the nominations of such caucus, 
nor shaU any political party hold caucuses on successive days. 
All caucuses, excepting those caucuses necessary for a special 
election, shall be held after the second Thursday next after the 
first Monday in September of each year. All caucuses held to 
nominate candidates for town officers in said town, excepting 
those caucuses necessary for a special election, shall be held with- 
in twenty-five days of the Tuesday next after the first Monday in 
November in each year. Caucuses necessary for a special 
election shall be held not more than ten days before, nor within 
two days, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, of the last 
day for filing the certificates of the nominations of such cau- 
cuses. 

Sec. 6. The town committee of each political party in said 
town shall, at least two days prior to the date of the caucus, 
appoint a caucus chairman and a caucus clerk for each voting- 
district thereof, who shall be qualified electors of said town, 
representative-districts and voting-districts, respectively, in 
which they are appointed to serve as members of such political 
party, and shall fill all vacancies which occur in such offices 
from any cause, except as hereinafter provided. Caucus chair- 
men and caucus clerks so appointed shall hold office until the 
first day of January next succeeding their appointment and 
thereafter until their successors are appointed and shall have the 
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same powers and duties in the conduct of caucuses as are con- 
ferred by law upon wardens and ward clerks of elective meet- 
ings. 
Sec. 7. The caucus chairman appointed, as hereinbefore DuUesofcau- 

cus ofiSoera. 

provided, shall call the caucus of his political party to order, and 
shall preside thereat. Each caucus clerk shall check the voting- 
list of the voting-district in which he is appointed to serve. In 
case a caucus chairman is absent at the time at which the caucus 
has been called, or in case a caucus chairman becomes incapac- 
itated during the holding of the caucus, the town committee, 
or a majority of the members thereof present at such caucus, 
shall appoint a qualified elector of such party residing in said 
town or representative-district as caucus chairman for such 
caucus. If no member of the town committee is present, the 
clerk of the first voting-district in such town, or, in case of his 
absence or incapacity, then of the voting-district clerks present 
the one next in nimierical order of the districts, shall call the 
meeting to order, and the electors present shall elect some 
qualified person as caucus chairman of such caucus. In case a 
caucus clerk is absenjb at the time at which the caucus has been 
called, or in case a caucus clerk becomes incapacitated from 
performing his duties as such during the holdinir of the caucus, 
the town committee of said town, or such majority thereof, shall 
appoint some qualified elector of the town or representative- 
district as such caucus clerk. If no member of the town commit- 
tee is present, the caucus chairman shall appoint some qualified 
elector as aforesaid as caucus clerk. All caucuses shall be hou™ during 
called to order at seven o'clock P. M., the polls shall be open mus^t JS^n 
at or before seven-thirty P. M., and the ballot boxes shall be 
opened and the interior thereof exposed to the view of all 
present by the chairman before any ballots are cast. Any 
necessary business not finished at seven-thirty P. M. shall be 
postponed imtil after the polls are closed and the result of the 
ballotmg announced. The polls shall be kept open until ten 
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P. M., and no longer. Except for the filling of vacancies in the 
office of caucus chairman and caucus clerk, as hereinbefore pro- 
vided in this section, a ballot shall be required for the choice of 
all candidates for elective offices, for del^ates to conventions, 
and for members of town committees, to be elected by such 
caucuses. All ballots shall be printed or written on white 
paper, of uniform size to be determined by the town committee 
of each political party in said town, and no tissue paper shall be 
used for any caucus ballot. The names of all candidates for 
which any elector shall vote at any caucus shall be written or 
printed upon one ballot. 

Sec. 8. No person shall be entitled to vote or take part in 
the caucus of any political party who within fourteen calendar 
months has voted or taken part in the caucus of any other polit- 
ical party, or has signed nomination papers of a candidate or 
candidates for any elective officer, or has voted in any election 
for the candidates of any other political party or for candidates 
placed in nomination by nomination papers, or is debarred from 
so voting or taking part by the regulations of such party pro- 
vided for in section two of this act. No person who has voted in 
the caucus of any political party shall be eligible to sign any 
nomination paper containing nominations of candidates within 
fourteen calendar months thereafter. 

Sec. 9. The town clerk of said town shall prepare the voting 
lists for use at all caucuses held in said town. At all caucuses 
the voting lists as last published or canvassed according to law 
by the board of canvassers of said town shall be used, corrected 
as hereinafter provided. The board of canvassers in said 
town shall hold a canvass meeting on the twenty-seventh day 
preceding the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November 
in each year, and also on a day not more than five days prior to 
the earliest day lawfully selected by any political party for the 
holding of caucuses made necessary by a special election in such 
town, to canvass and correct the votincr lists of electors qualified. 
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Notice of said canvass meetiiur shall be given in such manner as 
such board of canvassers shall prescribe. 

Sec. 10. In preparing caucus voting lists for the caucuses of same subject. 
any political party there shall be stricken from the lists specified 
in section nine of this act the names of all persons shown by the 
nomination papers, or copies thereof, and used caucus voting 
lists in the possession of the town clerk, to be debarred from 
voting in such caucuses by the provisions of section eight of 
this act, or who are shown by the regulation of such political 
party to be not entitled to vote in its caucuses. Each such list 
shall be endorsed with the name of such political party, and 
shall be certified by such town clerk. 

Sec. 11. The town clerk is hereby authorized and required Baiiot boxes 

and supplies. 

to furnish, at the expense of said town, suitable ballot boxes, 
blank forms of certificates and returns, and other election sta- 
tionery, for each polling place at which any caucus is held, and 
to cause the voting lists prepared as aforesaid to be delivered at 
each such polling place to the caucus chairman, prior to the hour 
of seven o 'clock in the evening of the day on which any such 
caucus is to be held; and it is hereby made the duty of the chief 
of police of said town to detail such number of police officers to 
each such polling place, for the preservation of order, and to 
deliver the voting lists aforesaid, as may be requested by said 
town clerk. 

Sec. 12. The caucus chairman shall receive the ballots of Caucus chair- 
man to receive 

all persons whose names are upon the lists certified and fur- ballots. 
nished to him, and shall reject the ballots of all other persons. 
Sec. 13. Immediately on the closing of the polls the caucus votc. how 

counted: 

chairman and clerks shall in open caucus proceed to coimt the plurality to 

elect. 

ballots cast in the presence of such representatives as may be 
appointed in writing, one by each candidate voted for at said 
caucus; and each candidate receiving a plurality of the ballots 
cast for the office for which he was a candidate shall be de- 
clared by the caucus chairman to be elected or nominated, as 
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the case may be. The ballots and voting lists shall then be 
forthwith separately sealed up, together with a statement of the 
result of the balloting, substantially in form required by law in 
the case of elective meetings, and shall be forthwith delivered 
in person by the caucus clerk of the first voting-district to the 
town clerk in said town. 

Sec. 14. In case at any caucus a majority of a delegation 
to any convention, or of any town committee, are not elected, 
or in case of a tie vote for any candidate for an elective office, the 
caucus shall adjourn to such day as shall be designated at said 
caucus by the caucus chairman, but not to any day at which a 
caucus of any poUtical party has been called. In case of a tie 
vote for a smaller number than a majority of the del^ates to a 
convention, or of the members of a town committee, the elected 
members of the delegation or of the committee shall fill the va- 
cancies so caused and make notification of their action to the 
person or officer entitled to receive the same. In all cases the 
delegates to a convention shall have power to fill vacancies in 
their number appearing at the hour of the meeting of such 
convention. 

Sec. 15. The chairman of every caucus shall, within 
twenty-foiu" hours after said caucus is held, deliver or send to 
each delegate to a political convention, and to each member of a 
political committee, a certificate of his election, and to each can- 
didate for an elective office a certificate of his nomination, and 
shall also cause the certificate of nomination required by law in 
the case of all candidates who are nominated by such caucus for 
any elective office to be prepared and seasonably filed in the 
proper public office, imless proceedings for a recount of the 
ballots cast at such caucus are inaugurated conformably to the 
provision of section sixteen of this act, in which case he shall 
not deliver, send, or cause to be filed any such certificates. 
Upon each check list used at such caucus the clerk checking such 
list shall make a retiun under oath that the said check Ust is the 
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identical one used in the caucus of the political party for which 
it was furnished, and that the names checked were truly and 
properly checked at such caucus, and that no alteration or 
erasure or additional check has been made thereon. 
Sec. 16. If before five o'clock in the afternoon of the day ProviaioMfor 

recount of 

succeeding the day on which any caucus is held under the ballots. 
provisions of this act a person who has received votes thereat 
for nomination or election to any elective ofiice, delegation, or 
political committee shall serve upon the town clerk of said town 
a statement in writing that the records and returns made by the 
caucus officers, as aforesaid, are erroneous, and specifying 
wherein the same are erroneous, and claiming an election or 
nomination by said caucus for the petitioner, and petitioning 
for a recoimt of such ballots by the board of canvassers of said 
town, such town clerk shall retain all the ballots cast at such 
caucus until such claim is withdrawn or the contest for the 
nomination or election is fully determined as hereinafter pro- 
vided. The town clerk upon whom such statement is served TOunt*°^"*" 
shall forthwith notify the members of the board of canvassers 
of his town of the filing of such petition, and it shall be the duty 
of said board of canvassers to forthwith convene, and to cause 
notice in writing to be served, in such manner as said board of 
canvassers shall direct, upon all other candidates for the same 
ofiice receiving votes at said caucus, at the expense of the 
petitioner, of the filing of such petitions for a recount, and shall 
appoint a time and place for the recount of said ballots within 
twenty-four hours, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, 
from the time of ordering such notice. At the time specified Method of re- 
by said board of canvassers said town clerk shall transmit to {jf^ring there- 
such board all the ballots cast at such caucus and the voting 
list used thereat, and at the appointed time and place said 
board of canvassers shall proceed to recount said ballots and 
to hear and determine all questions raised for or against the 
counting of the same or of any thereof, and shall declare^ as th§ 

87 
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result of such recount and determination, what persons, if any, 
were lawfully elected or nominated at such caucus. Such 
declaration shall stand as the true record and result of the vote 
cast at such caucus, and the proper officer shall cause the names 
of the persons so declared to be nominated for any elective office 
to be printed upon the official ballots, in accordance with a 
certificate of such recount and determination made and filed 
with him by said board, which certificate shall be deemed to be 
made and filed as of the day of holding such caucus. Said 
board shall also furnish to each delegate and member of a com- 
mittee, so declared to be elected, a certificate of his election. 
Any candidate receiving votes at such caucus for such nomina- 
tion or office may be present during such recount, either in 
person or by an agent duly appointed in writing. 

Sec. 17. The town clerk of said town shall retain under seal 
for the period of foiuiieen calendar months all of the voting 
lists returned to him imder the provisions of this act: Pro- 
videdy that such lists may be unsealed for use in the proceedings 
provided for in sections ten and sixteen of this act, after which 
they shall be immediately resealed, and that the said town 
clerk, after a check list has been used at a caucus of a political 
party held imder the provisions of this act, upon written appli- 
cation for a copy of the list as checked, signed by any qualified 
elector in the said town where such list was used, and upon 
payment or tender of the fees provided by law therefor, may 
unseal and open the wrapper containing such check list, and 
shall furnish to such applicant a certified copy of the iis^ as 
checked, and shall then reseal the same. 

Sec. 18. Every public officer or officer of a political party 
who shall willfully violate any of the provisions of this act, or 
shall refuse, or willfully neglect and omit, to perform, in the 
manner and within the time prescribed, any duty imposed upon 
him by this act, shall be fined not less than fifteen nor more 
than fifty dollars, or imprisoned in jail for a period not exceed- 
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ing thirty days, or both. Every person at a caucus who, 
knowing that he is not entitled to vote, votes or attempts to 
vote, or votes or attempts to vote upon any other name than 
his own, or votes or attempts to vote more than once upon his 
own name, or deposits or attempts to deposit more than one 
ballot for any candidate for any elective office or delegate to 
any convention or member of any political committee at the 
same balloting, or at any caucus gives a false answer to any 
caucus clerk or the presiding officer of any caucus relative 
to his right to vote at such caucus, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in jail not exceeding thirty days. Whoever 
aids or abets a person not entitled to vote at a caucus in 
voting or attempting to vote under a name other than the 
voter's own name, or in voting twice upon the voter's own 
name, or aids or abets a person in depositing or attempting 
to deposit at a caucus more than one ballot as aforesaid at 
the same balloting, shall be punished by imprisonment in jail 
not exceeding thirty days. Whoever willfully alters, or will- 
fully makes any change, erasure, or additional check upon the 
voting list used or to be used at a caucus, or, having custody or 
control of such voting list, shall suffer or permit any alteration, 
change, erasure, or additional check to be made upon such 
voting list, shall be punished by imprisonment in jail not ex- 
ceeding sixty days. Excepting otherwise herein provided, the 
penalties imposed by law upon election and other officers and 
voters who violate the provisions of acts regulating elective 
meetings are hereby imposed upon the same and like caucus 
and other officers and voters for the same and like violations 
of this act. 
Sec. 19. It shall be the duty of every police or other peace Armt without 

warrant. 

officer or constable to arrest without warrant any person de- 
tected in the act of violating the provisions of this act. 
Sec. 20. The secretary of state shall make and send to the ^r^l'^ <>: ^ 

"^ state to furniah 

town clerk of said town copies of all nomination papers filed with ffi^omSi- 
him which contain the names of electors of such town. °° pape». 
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Sec. 21. The town committees-^lect in said town at the 
time of the passage of this act shall organize and serve in the 
same manner and with the same effect as if they had been 
elected mider its provisions. 

Sec. 22. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 



CHAPTER 762. 

ASrifiSf 191 1. AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE HOLDING OF CAUCUSES IN THE 

TOWN OF TIVERTON. 



PoUticftl party 
defined. 



It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. In the town of Tiverton, the caucuses of all 
political parties shall be held in accordance with the provisions 
of this act, and such provisions shall apply only in said town. 
For the purposes of this act, a political party is hereby defined 
to be one which at the next preceding annual election of state 
officers cast for its candidate for governor at least two p>er 
cent, of all the votes cast in the state for that oflicer. Caucus 
and convention nominations shall be made only by political 
parties. 

Sec. 2. The qualified electors of each political party in said 
town shall annually, at the caucus held to elect delegates to the 
convention to nominate a candidate for governor, elect a town 
committee for such town. Each town committee shall, within 
ten days after its organization, file with the secretary of state 
a list of its officers and members. The general management of 
the affairs of each political party in such town shall be vested 
in its town committee, subject to the rules and regulations which 
the state committee of such political party shall make. Any 
vacancy occurring in any of the offices or in the membership of 
said town committee shall be filled by such committee. A 
statement thereof shall be filed as in the case of oflScers and 



ELECTION LAWS. 213 

members first chosen. Town committees shall hold office from 
the date of then* election imtil the next annual election of such 
conmiittees and thereafter until their successors have organized. 
Town committees may make regulations, not inconsistent with 
law, to determine membership in the party and to restrain those 
not entitled to vote at caucuses called by them from taking 
part therein, and such regulations shall be furnished to and shall 
govern the officers by this act charged with the duty of prepar- 
ing caucus voting-lists in the preparation of such lists, so far 
as they are not in conffict with the provisions of this act. Each 
town committee shall attend the caucuses of the party to which 
it belongs, to perform the duties herein imposed upon it. 
Sec. 3. All caucuses shall be held in said town at the call of Caucjuea, how 

called. 

the town committee of the poUtical party holding such caucuses. 
The call for such caucuses shall be issued not less than five days 
prior to the day on which they are to be held. It shall state 
the places where such caucuses are to be held, the hour of hold- 
ing the same, the time during which the polls are to be open, 
and the business to be transacted thereat, and said call shall be 
posted, at least four days prior to the holding of said caucus, in 
six or more public places in said town. No two political parties 
shall hold their caucuses on the same day. 

Sec. 4. At least ten days previous to the date of which a Towncierkto 

•^ be notined of 

political party desires to hold its caucuses in said town the t^^^^^H 
chairman of the town committee of such poUtical party shall Sl^erefo?*^^ 
notify, in writing, the town clerk of the date selected for such 
caucuses, and the political party first making such selection and 
notification for a certain date shall be entitled to hold its 
caucuses on that date, if such date is one on which caucuses may 
be lawfully held. If such date is one previously so selected and 
notified by some other political party, or is one on which cau- 
cuses may not be lawfully held, such chairman shall be im- 
mediately notified, in writing, of the fact by the town clerk, 
and such chairman shall select and make notification of another 
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date. It shall be the duty of said town clerk, in and at the 
expense of said town of Tiverton, to provide a polling place in 
said town for said caucus, and to notify in writing such chairman 
as to the place so provided, at least seven days prior to the date 
of such caucuses. 

Sec. 5. No caucus, except a caucus adjourned under the 
provisions of section fourteen of this act, shall be held within 
two days, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, of the last 
day for filing the certificate of the nominations of such caucus, 
nor shall any political party hold caucuses on successive days. 
All caucuses held to elect delegates to the convention to nomi- 
nate a candidate for governor, and to nominate candidates for 
the general assembly from said town, excepting those caucuses 
necessary for a special election, shall be held after the second 
Thursday next after the first Monday in September of each 
year. All caucuses held to nominate candidates for town 
officers in said town, excepting those caucuses necessary for a 
special election, shall be held within twenty-five days of the 
first Wednesday in April in each year. Caucuses necessary 
for a special election shall be held not more than ten days before, 
nor within two days, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, 
of the last day for filing the certificates of the nominations of 
such caucuses. 

Sec. 6. The town committee of each political party in said 
town shall, at least two days prior to the date of the caucus, 
appoint a caucus chairman and a caucus clerk and assistant 
caucus clerks, as the same may be necessary for said town, who 
shall be qualified electors of said town, and members of such 
political party, and shall fill all vacancies which occur in such 
offices from any cause, except as hereinafter provided. Caucus 
chairman and caucus clerks so appointed shall hold office until 
the first day of January next succeeding their appointment and 
thereafter until their successors are appointed, and shall have 
the same powers and duties in the conduct of caucuses as are 
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conferred by law upon wardens and ward clerks of elective 
meetings. 

Sec. 7. The caucus chairman appointed, as hereinbefore DuUes of cau- 
provided, shall call the caucus of his political party to order, ""** **"' 
and shall preside thereat, and the caucus clerk and assistant 
caucus clerks shall check the voting-list. In case a caucus 
chairman is absent at the time at which the caucus has been 
called, or in case a caucus chairman becomes incapacitated 
during the holding of the caucus, the town committee, or a 
majority of the members thereof present at such caucus, shall 
appoint a qualified elector of such party residing in said town 
as caucus chairman for such caucus. If no member of the town 
committee is present, the clerk of such caucus, or, in case of his 
absence or incapacity, then any qualified elector of such political 
party shall call the meeting to order, and the electors present 
shall elect some qualified person as caucus chairman of such 
caucus. In«case a caucus clerk is absent at the time at which 
the caucus has been called, or in case a caucus clerk becomes 
incapacitated from performing his duties as such during the 
holding of the caucus, the town committee of said town, or such 
majority thereof, shall appoint some qualified elector of the 
town as such caucus clerk. If no member of the town commit- 
tee is present, the caucus chairman shall appoint some qualified 
elector as aforesaid as caucus clerk. All caucuses shall be called Hours during 

which poUa 

to order at three o clock P. M. The polls shall be opened at or "*""* remain 
before three-fifteen P. M., and the ballot boxes shall be opened, 
and the interior thereof exposed to view of all present by the 
chairman before any ballots are cast. Any necessary business 
not finished at three-fifteen P. M. shall be postponed until 
after the polls are closed and the result of the balloting an- 
nounced. The polls shall be kept open until four-thirty P. M., 
and no longer. Ebccept for the filling of vacancies in the oflSce 
of caucus chairman and caucus clerk, as hereinbefore provided 
in this section, a ballot shall be required for the choice of all 
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candidates for elective offices, for delegates to conventions, and 
for members of town committees, to be elected by such caucuses. 
All ballots shall be printed or written on white paper, of uniform 
size to be determined by the town conunittee of each political 
party in said town, and no tissue paper shall be used for any 
caucus ballot. The names of all candidates for which any 
elector shall vote at any caucus shall be written or printed upon 
one ballot. 

Sec. 8 No person shall be entitled to vote or take part in 
the caucus of any political party who within fourteen calendar 
months has voted or taken part in the caucus of any other 
political party, or has signed nomination papers of a candidate 
or candidates for any elective officer, or has voted in any elec- 
tion for the candidates of any other political party or for candi- 
dates placed in nomination by nommation papers, or is debarred 
from so voting or taking part by the regulations of such party 
provided for in section two of this act. No person who has 
voted in the caucus of any political party shall be eligible to 
sign any nomination paper containing nominations of candidates 
within fourteen calendar months thereafter. 

Sec. 9. The town clerk of said town shall prepare the voting- 
lists for use at all caucuses held in said town. At all caucuses 
the voting-lists as lacrt published or canvassed according to law by 
the boards of canvassers of said town shall be used and corrected 
as hereinafter provided. The board of canvassers in said town 
shall hold a canvass meeting on the twenty-seventh day pre- 
ceding the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November in 
each year, and on the twenty-seventh day*preceding the first 
Wednesday in April in each year, and also on a day not more 
than five days prior to the earliest day lawfully selected by any 
political party for the holding of caucuses made necessary by a 
special election in such town, to canvass and correct the voting- 
lists of electors qualified. Notice of said canvass meetings shall 
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be given in such manner as such boards of canvassers shall 
respectively prescribe. 

Sec. 10. In preparing caucus voting-lists for the caucuses Same subject, 
of any political party there shall be stricken from the lists 
specified in section nine of this act the names of all persons shown 
by the nomination papers, or copies thereof, and used caucus 
voting-lists in the possession of the town clerk, to be debarred 
from voting in such caucuses by the provisions of section eight 
of this act, or who are shown by the regulations of such politi- 
cal party to be not entitled to vote in its caucuses. Each such 
list shall be endorsed with the name of such political party, and 
shall be certified by such town clerk. 

Sec. 11. The town clerk is hereby authorized and required ^^^* 

to furnish, at the expense of said towti, suitable ballot boxes, 

blank forms of certificates and returns, and other election 

stationery, for each polling place at which any caucus is held; 

and to cause the voting-lists prepared as aforesaid to be delivered 

at each such polling place to the caucus chairman, prior to the 

hour of three o'clock in the afternoon of the day on which any 

such caucus is to be held; and it is hereby made the duty of the 

chief of police of said town to detail such niunber of police 

officers to each such polling place, for the preservation of order, 

and to deliver the voting-lists aforesaid, as may be requested by 

said town clerk. 

Sec. 12. The caucus chairman shall receive the ballots of Cmueiu chair- 
man to receive 

all persons whose names are upon the lists certified and fur- *>aUota. 
nished to him, and shall reject the ballots of all other persons. 
Sec. 13. Immediately on the closing of the polls the caucus votehow 

counted; plu- 

chairman and clerk shall in open caucus proceed to count the »i»*y to elect, 
ballots cast in the presence of such representatives as may be 
appointed in writing, one by each candidate voted for at said 
caucus; and each candidate receiving a plurality of the ballots 
cast for the office for which he was a candidate shall be declared 
by the caucus chairman to be elected or nominated, as the qaae 
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may be. The ballots and voting-lists shall then be forthwith 
separately sealed up, together with a statement of the result 
of the balloting, substantially in form required by law in the 
case of elective meetings, and shall be forthwith delivered in 
person by the caucus clerk to the town clerk in said town. 

Sec. 14. In case at any caucus a majority of a del^ation 
to any convention, or of any town committee, are not elected, 
or in case of a tie vote for any candidate for an elective office, the 
caucus shall adjourn to such day as shall be designated at said 
caucus by the caucus chairman, but not to any day at which a 
caucus of any political party has been called. In case of a tie 
vote for a smaller number than a majority of the delegates to a 
convention, or of the members of a town committee, the elected 
members of the delegation or of the committee shall fill the 
vacancies so caused and make notification of their action to the 
person or officer entitled to receive the same. In all caaes the 
delegates to a convention shall have power to fill vacancies in 
their number appearing at the hour of the meeting of such con- 
vention. 

Sec. 15. The chairman of every caucus shall, within twenty- 
four hours after said caucus is held, deliver or send to each 
delegate to a political convention, and to each member of a 
political committee, a certificate of his election, and to each 
candidate for an elective office a certificate of his n<»nination, 
and shall also cause the certificate of nomination required by 
law in the case of all candidates who are nominated by such 
caucus for ,any elective office to be prepared and seasonably 
filed in the proper public office, unless proceedings for a recount 
of the ballots cast at such caucus are inaugurated conformably 
to the provisions of section sixteen of this act, in which case he 
shall not deUver, send, or cause to be filed any such certificates. 
Upon each check list used at such caucus the clerk and assistant 
caucus clerks checking such list shall make a return under oath 
that the said check list is the identical one used in the caucus 
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of the i>olitical party for which it was furnished, and that the 
names checked were truly and properly checked at such caucus, 
and that no alteration or erasure or additional check has been 
made thereon. 
Sbc. 16. If before five o'clock in the afternoon of the day Proviaionafor 

" recount of baJ- 

succeeding the day on which any caucus is held under the pro- *°^' 
visions of this act a person who has received votes thereat for 
nomination or election to any elective office, delegation, or 
political committee shall serve upon the town clerk of said town 
a statement in writing that the records and returns made by 
the caucus officers, as aforesaid, are erroneous, and specifying 
wherein the same are erroneous, and claiming an election or 
nomination by said caucus for the petitioner, and petitioning 
for a recoimt of such ballots by the board of canvassers of said 
town, such town clerk shall retain all the ballots cast at such 
caucus until such claim is withdrawn or the contest for the 
nomination or election is fully determined, as hereinafter pro- 
vided. The town clerk upon whom such statement is served NoUceifwH 
shall forthwith notify the members of the board of canvassers ^°"** * 
of his town of the filing of such petition, and it shall be the duty 
of said board of canvassers to forthwith convene, and to ca\ise 
notice in writing to be served, in such manner as said board of 
canvassers shall direct, upon all other candidates for the same 
office receiving votes at said caucus, at the expense of the peti- 
tioner, of the filing of such petitions for a recount, and shall 
appoint a time and place for the recoimt of said ballots within 
twenty-four hours, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, 
from the time of ordering such notice. At the time specified Method of re- 

* count and bear- 

by said board of canvassers said town clerk shall transmit to *°* thereon. 

such board all the ballots cast at such caucus and the voting- 
list used thereat, and at the appointed time and place said board 
of canvassers shall proceed to recount said ballots and to hear 
and determine all questions raised for or against the counting 
of the same or of any thereof, and shall declare, as the result of 
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such recdunt and determination, what persons, if any, were 
jj^^j^j^^^j^ lawfully elected or nominated at such caucus. Such dedans 
^d^u^ tion shall stand as the true record and result of the vote cast 
nrconKngSy. at such caucus, and the proper officer shall cause the names of 

the persons so declared to be nominated for any elective office 
to be printed upon the official ballots, in accordance with a 
certificate of such recount and determination made and filed 
with him by said board, which certificate shall be deemed to be 
made and filed as of the day of holding such caucus. Said 
board shall also furnish to each delegate and member of a com- 
mittee, so declared to be elected, a certificate of his election. 
his'ra^rvwnta- Any Candidate receiving votes at such caucus for suchnomina- 
p^SSL^^atre- tion or office may be present during such recoimt, either in 

count. 

person or by an agent duly appointed in writing. 
Town clerk to Sbc. 17. The towu clcrk of said town shall retain under seal 

retain under 

^ting-iiiS!* for ^^^ *^® period of fourteen calendar months all of the voting- 
what penod. jj^^ retumcd to him under the provisions of this act: Pro- 

videdy that such lists may be unsealed for use in the proceedings 
provided for in sections ten and sixteen of this act, after which 
they shall be immediately resealed, and that the said town 
clerk, after a check list has been used at a caucus of a political 
party held under the provisions of this act, upon written appli- 
cation for a copy of the list as checked, signed by any qualified 
elector in the said town where such list was used, and upon pay- 
ment or tender of the fees provided by law therefor, may 
unseal and open the wrapper containing such check list, and 
shall furnish to such applicant a certified copy of the list as 
checked, and shall then reseal the same, 
penaitiea. Sec. 18. Evcry public officer or officer of a political party 

who shall willfully violate any of the provisions of this act, or 
shall refuse, or willfully neglect and omit, to perform, in the 
manner and within the time prescribed, any duty imposed upon 
him by this act, shall be fined not less than fifteen nor more 
than fifty dollars, or imprisoned in jail for a period not exceed- 
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ing thirty days, or both. Every person at a caucus who, 
knowing that he is not entitled to vote, votes or attempts to 
vote, or votes or attempts to vote upon any other name than 
his own, or votes or attempts to vote more than once upon his 
own name, or deposits or attempts to deposit more than one 
ballot for any candidate for any elective office or delegate to any 
convention oi^ member of any political conmiittee at the same 
balloting, or at any caucus gives a false answer to any caucus 
clerk or the presiding officer of any caucus relative to his right 
to vote at such caucus, shall be punished by imprisonment in 
jail not exceeding thirty da^^s. Whoever aids or abets a person 
not entitled to vote at a caucus in voting or attempting to vote 
under a name other than the voter's own name, or in voting 
twice upon the voter's own name, or aids or abets a person in 
depositing or attempting to deposit at a caucus more than one 
ballot as aforesaid at the same balloting, shall be pimished by 
imprisonment in jail not exceeding thirty days. Whoever 
willfully alters, or willfully makes any change, erasure, or 
additional check upon the voting-list used or to be used at a 
caucus, or, having custody or control of such voting-list, shall 
suffer or permit any alteration, change, erasure, or additional 
check to be made upon such voting-list, shall be punished by 
imprisonment in jail not exceeding sixty days. Excepting 
otherwise herein provided, the penalties imposed by law upon 
election and other officers and voters who violate the provisions 
of acts regulating elective meetings are hereby imposed upon 
the same and like caucus and other officers and voters for the 
same and like violations of this act. 
Sec. 19. It shall be the duty of every police or other peace Arrest without 

warrant. 

officer or constable to arrest without warrant any person 
detected in the act of violating the provisions of this act. 
Sec. 20. The secretary of state shall make and send to the s*»creuiy of 

state to fur- 
town clerk of said town, copies of all nomination papers filed re^^n^no",^!. 

with him which contain the names of electors of such town. °**^**° ^*'^" 
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Sec. 21. The town committees-elect in said town at the time 
of the passage of this act shall organize and serve in the same 
manner and with the same effect as if they had been dected 
under its provisions. 

Sec. 22. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 



CHAPTER 815. 



Approved 
April 26. 1012. 



AN ACT AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE BOARD OF 
CANVASSERS AND THE BOARDS OF CANVASSERS AND 
REGISTRATION OF THE SEVERAL CITIES AND TOWNS TO 
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TAIN OCCASIONS. 
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It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

Section 1. The board of canvassers and the boards of 
canvassers and r^stration of the several cities and towns of the 
state are hereby authorized and directed to furnish for the use of 
any political party in this state, upon written request of the 
chairman of the state central committee thereof, acting under a 
resolution of said committee, voting places in which primary 
meetings may be held to elect delegates to the national conven- 
tion of such political party. Said boards shall have said voting 
places open on the date and during the hours requested by said 
chairman of said committee, and shall furnish to the officers 
appointed to act at said primary meetings such paraphemaliay 
including check-lists and ballot-boxes, as are generally required 
and used in caucuses, and in addition thereto shall furnish in the 
same manner as is now required at elective meetings, voting 
shelves or compartments to enable the voter to mark his ballot 
in secret: Provided y that the political party first requesting as 
aforesaid the use of said voting places on and for a certain date, 
shall be entitled to the use thereof on that date; and if such 
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date is one requested by some other political party as af oresaid, 
such other political party, through the chairman of said com- 
mittee as aforesaid, may request another date. In cities a j^y^^^^^jf 
voting place and paraphernalia therefor shall be furnished and ^ bS*f5raiiShed. 
provided for each ward into which such cities may be divided; 
and in each of the towns of Burrillville, Cumberland, East 
Providence, Lincoln and Warwick, two such voting places and 
the paraphernalia therefor, and in every other town one such 
voting place and the paraphernalia therefor shall be furnished 
and provided. 

Sec. 2. Nothing in this act shall be construed to require the ««>«* boawb not 

^ ^ to be required 

boards of canvassers and registration to furnish ballots to be biiiSu^tobe 
used at said primary meetings, nor to provide for the compensa- pnmari^ 
tion for services of the officers appointed to act at said primary 
meetings; nor shall anything contained herein be held to affect 
the method of holding caucuses already provided for by law. 

Sec. 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage, and all 
acts and parts of acts inconsistent herewith are hereby repealed. 



CHAPTER 891. 

AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE HOLDING OF CAUCUSES IN THE Approved 

TOWN OF NORTH SMITHFIELD. ^"""^ ^^' ^^^^ 

li 18 enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 
Section 1. In the town of North Smithfield the caucuses of Pouurai party 

definea. 

aU political parties shall be held in accordance with the pro- 
visions of this act, and such provisions shall apply only in said 
town. For the purposes of this act, a political party is hereby 
defined to be one which at the next preceding annual election of 
state officers cast for its candidate for governor at least two 
per cent, of all the votes cast in the state for that officer. Cau- 
cus and convention nominations shall be made only by politi- 
cal parties. 
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^^^i U3wn Sec. 2. The qualified electors of each political party in said 
powers and du- towii shall annually, at the caucus held to elect del^ates to the 

ties thereof. 

convention to nominate a candidate for governor, elect a town 
committee for such town. Each town committee shall, within 
ten days after its organization, file with the secretary of state a 
list of its officers and members. The general management of 
the affairs of each political party in such town shall be vested in 
its town committee, subject to the rules and regulations which 
the state conmdittee of such political party shall make. Any 
vacancy occurring in any of the officers or in the membership of 
said town committee shall be filled by such committee. A state- 
ment thereof shall be filed as in the case of officers and members 
first chosen. Town conmfiittees shall hold office from the date 
of their election until the ne3di annual election of such com> 
mittees and thereafter until their successors have oi^ganized. 
Town committees may make regulations, not inconsistent with 
law, to determine membership in the party and to restrain those 
not entitled to vote at caucuses called by them from taking 
part therein, and such regulations shall be furnished to and shall 
govern the officers by this act charged with the duty of pre- 
paring caucus voting lists in the preparation of such lists, so 
far as they are not in conffict with the provisions of this act. 
Each town committee shall attend the caucuses of the party to 
which it belongs, to perform the duties herein imposed upon it. 
2B3**** ^^ Sec. 3. All caucuses shall be held in said town at the call of 

the town committee of the political party holding such caucuses. 
The call for such caucuses shall be issued not less than five days 
prior to the day on which they are to be held. It shall state the 
places where such caucuses are to be held, the hour of holding 
the same, the time during which the polls are to be open, the 
business to be transacted thereat and the uniform size of the 
ballots to be used in said caucus, and said call shall be posted, at 
least four days prior to the holding of said caucus, in six or more 
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public places in said town. No two political parties shall hold 
their caucuses on the same day. 

Sec. 4. At least ten days previous to the date on which a J^^tifiJd 5 
political party desires to hold its caucus in said town the chair- ^^ furai£ 
man of the town committee of such political party shall notify ^er^n 
in writing, the town clerk of the date selected for such caucus, 
and the political party JSrst making such selection and notifica- 
tion for a certain date shall be entitled to hold its caucus on 
that date, if such date is one on which caucus may be lawfully 
held. If such date is one previously so selected and notified 
by some other xx)litical party, or is one on which a caucus 
may not be lawfully held, such chairman shall be immediately 
notified, in writing, of the fact by the town clerk, and such chair- 
man, shall select and make notification of another date. It shall 
be the duty of said town clerk, in and at the expense of said town 
of North Smithfield, to provide a polling place in said town for 
said caucus, and to notify in writing, such chairman as to the 
place so provided, at least seven days prior to the date of such 
caucuses. 

Sec. 5. No caucus, except a caucus adjourned under the {^JlJhSd ''***" 
provisions of section fourteen of this act, shall be held within 
two days, exclusive of Sundays and legal holdidays, of the last 
day for filing the certificate of the nominations of such caucus, 
nor shall any political party hold caucuses on successive days. 
All caucuses, excepting those caucuses necessary for a special 
election, shall be held after the second Thursday next after the 
first Monday in September of each year. All caucuses held to 
nominate candidates for town officers in said town, excepting 
those caucuses necessary for a special election, shall be held 
within twenty-five days of the Tuesday next after the first 
Monday in November in each year. Caucuses necessary for a 
special election shall be held not more than ten days before, nor 
within two days, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, of the 
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last day for filing the certificates of the nominations of such 
caucuses. 

Sec. 6. The town conunittee of each political party in said 
town shall, at least two days prior to the date of the caucus, 
appoint a caucus chairman and a caucus clerk for said town who 
shall be qualified electors of said town and members of such 
political party, and shall fill all vacancies which occur in such 
offices from any cause, except as hereinafter provided. The 
caucus chairman and caucus clerk so appointed shall hold office 
until the first day of January next succeeding their appoint- 
ment and thereafter until their successors are appointed, and 
shall have the same powers and duties in the conduct of caucuses 
as are conferred by law upon wardens and ward clerks of elective 
meetings. 

Sec. 7. The caucus chairman appointed, as hereinbefore 
provided, diall call the caucus of his political party to order, 
and shall preside thereat. The caucus clerk shall check the 
voting list of the town at said caucus. In case a caucus chair- 
man is absent at the time at which the caucus has been called 
or in case a caucus chairman becomes incapacitated during the 
holding of the caucus, the town committee, or a majority of the 
members thereof present at such caucus, shall appoint a quali- 
fied elector of such party residing in said town as caucus chair- 
man for such caucus. If no member of the town committee 
is present, the clerk of the caucus in such town shall call the 
meeting to order, and the electors present shall elect some quali- 
fied person as caucus chairman of such caucus. In case the 
caucus clerk is absent at the time at which the caucus has been 
called, or in case the caucus clerk becomes incapacitated from 
performing his duties as such during the holding of the caucus, 
the town committee of said town, or such majority thereof, shall 
appoint some qualified elector of the town as such caucus clerk. 
If no member of the town conunittee is present, the caucus 
chairman shall appoint some qualified elector as aforesaid as 
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caucus clerk. All caucuses shall be called to order at seven 
o'clock P. M.: the polls shall be opened at or before seven- „ , . 

' . '^ -^ Hours dunng 

thirty P. M., and the ballot boxes shall be opened and the m?lS**r5Sll5n 

interior thereof exposed to the view of all present by the chair- °*^°' 

man before any ballots are cast. Any necessary business not 

finished at seven-thirty P. M. shall be postponed until after 

the polls are closed and the result of the balloting announced. 

The i)olls shall be kept open until nine-thirty P. M., and no 

longer. Except for the filling of vacancies in the office of caucus 

chairman and caucus clerk, as hereinbefore provided in this 

section, a ballot shall be required for the choice of all candidates 

for elective offices, for delegates to conventions, and for members 

of town committees, to be elected by such caucuses. All porm of caucus 

ballots shaU be printed or written on white paper, of uniform ^*"''** 

size to be determined by the town committee of each political 

party in said town, and no tissue paper shall be used for any 

caucus ballot. The namQ of all candidates for which any elector 

shall vote at any caucus shall be written or printed upon one 

ballot. 

Sec. 8. No person shall be entitled to vote or take part in who may parti- 
cipate in cau- 

the caucus of any political party who within fourteen calendar cu«. 
months has voted or taken part in the caucus of any other 
political party, or has signed nomination papers of a candidate 
or candidates for any elective officer, or has voted in any elec- 
tion for the candidate of any other political party or for candi- 
dates placed in nomination by nomination papers, or is de- 
barred from so voting or taking part by the regulations of 
such party provided for in section two of this act. No person 
who has voted in the caucus of any political party shall be 
eligible to sign any nomination paper containing nominations 
of candidates within fourteen calendar months thereafter. 

Sec. 9. The town clerk of said town shall prepare the voting Townderkto 

^ '^ '^ prepare voting- 

lists for use at all caucuses held in said town. At all caucuses , ^^ 
the voting Usts as last published or c^vassed accordmg to law 
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by the board of canvassers of said town shall be used, corrected 
as heremafter provided. The board of canvaasers in said town 
shall hold a canvass meeting on the twenty-seventh day pre- 
ceding the Tuesday next after the first Monday in November, 
in each year, and also on a day not more than five days prior 
to the earliest day lawfully selected by any political party for 
the holding of caucuses made necessary by a special election 
in such town, to canvass and correct the voting lists of electors 
qualified. Notice of said canvass meetings shall be given in 
such manner as such board of canvassers shall prescribe. 

Sec. 10. In preparing caucus voting lists for the caucuses 
of any political party there shall be stricken from the lists 
specified in section nine of this act the names of all x>er8onB 
shown by the nomination papers, or copies thereof, and used 
caucus voting lists in the possession of the town clerk to be 
debarred from voting in such caucuses by the provisions of 
section eight of this act, or who are s^own by the regulations 
of such political party to be not entitled to vote in its caucuses. 
Each such list shall be endorsed with the name of such political 
party, and shall be certified by such town clerk. 

Sec. 11. The town clerk is hereby authorized and required 
to furnish, at the expense of said town, suitable ballot boxes, 
blank forms of certificates and returns, and other election 
stationery, for each polling place at which any cauciis is held, 
and to cause the voting lists prepared as aforesaid to be deliv- 
ered at each such polling place to the caucus chairman, prior 
to the hour of seven o'clock in the evening of the day on which 
any such caucus is to be held; and it is hereby made the duty 
of the town sergeant of said town to detail such number of police 
constables, or constables to each such polling place, for the 
preservation of order, and to deliver the voting lists aforesaid, 
as may be requested by said town clerk. 

Sec. 12. The caucus chairman shall receive the ballots of all 
persons whose names are upon the lists certified and furnished 
to him, and shall reject the ballots of all other persons. 
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Sec. 13. Immediately on the closing of the polls the caucus ^ou^St^^'^iu- 
chairman and clwk shall in open caucus proceed to coimt the ™*'^ *<>*«€*. 
ballots cast in the presence of such representatives as may be 
appointed m writing, one by each candidate voted for at said 
caucus; and each candidate receiving a plurality of the ballots 
cast for the office for which he was a candidate shall be declared 
by the caucus chairman to be elected or nominated, as the case 
may be. The ballots and voting lists shall then be forthwith Return of bai- 

lots and voting 

separately sealed up, together with a statement of the result lists. 
of the balloting substantially in form required by law in the 
case of elective meetings, and shall be forthwith delivered in 
person by the caucus clerk to the town clerk in said town. 
Sec. 14. In case at any caucus a majority of a delegation in case of tie 

VOV6f ^vVaf wrOnv 

to any convention, or of any town committee are not elected, JJj^^^ ^ ^ 
or in case of a tie vote for any candidate for an elective office, the 
caucus shall adjourn to such day as shall be designated at said 
caucus by the caucus chairman, but not to any day at which a 
caucus of any political party has been called. In case of a tie 
vote for a smaller number than a majority of the delegates to a 
convention, or of the members of a town committee, the elected 
members of the delegation or of the committee shall fill the 
vacancies so caused and make notification of their action to the 
person or officer entitled to receive the same. In all cases the 
delegates to a convention shall have power to fill vacancies in 
their number appearing at the hour of the meeting of such 
convention. 
Sec. 15. The chairman of every caucus shall, within chairman to 

prepare certi- 

twenty-four hours after said caucus is held, deUver or send to fipates of elec- 
tion and nonii- 

each delegate to a political convention, and to each member of a ^^°^- 
political committee, a certificate of his election, and to each 
candidate for an elective office a certificate of his nomination 
and shall also cause the certificate of nomination required by 
law in the case of all candidates who are nominated by such 
caucus for any elective office to be prepared and seasonably 
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filed in the proper public office, unless proceedings for a recount 
of the ballots at such caucus are inaugurated conformably to the 
provisions of section sixteen of this act, in which case he shall 
not deliver, send, or cause to be filed any such certificates. 
Upon the check list used at such caucus the clerk checking such 
list shall make a return imder oath that the said check list is the 
identical one used in the caucus of the political party for which 
it was furnished, and that the names checked were truly and 
properly checked at such caucus, and that no alteration or 
erasure or additional check has been made thereon. 

Sec. 16. If before five o'clock in the afternoon of the day 
succeeding the day on which any caucus is held under the pro- 
visions of this act a person who has received votes thereat for 
nomination or election to any elective office, delegation, or 
political committee shall serve upon the town clerk of said town 
a statement in writing that the records and returns made by the 
caucus officers, as aforesaid, are erroneous, and specifying where- 
in the same are erroneous, and claiming an election of nomina- 
tion by said caucus for the petitioner, and petitioning for a 
recount of such ballots by the board of canvassers of said town, 
such town clerk shall retain all the ballots cast at such caucus 
until such claim is withdrawn or the contest for the nomination 
or election is fully determined as hereinafter provided. The 
town clerk upon whom such statement is served shall forthwith 
notify the members of the board of canvassers of his town 
of the filing of such petition, and it shall be the duty of said 
board of canvassers to forthwith convene, and to cause notice 
in writing to be served in such manner as said board of canvassers 
shall direct, upon all other candidates for the same office re- 
ceiving votes at said caucus, at the expense of the petitioner, 
of the filing of such petitions for a recount, and shall appoint 
a time and place for the recount of said ballots within twenty- 
four hours, exclusive of Sundays and legal holidays, from the 
time of ordering such notice. At the time specified by said board 
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of canvassers said town clerk shall transmit to such board all ^unra^id tear- 
the ballots cast at such caucus and the voting list used thereat, *"** ^ ^^^^^' 
and at the appointed time and place said board of canvassers 
shall proceed to recoimt said ballots and to hear and determine 
all questions raised for or against the counting of the same or of 
any thereof, and shall declare, as the result of such recount and 
determination, what persons, if any, were lawfully elected or 
nominated at such caucus. Such declaration shall stand as the Recount to be 

conclusive and 

true record and result of the vote cast at such caucus, and the official baiiot* 

to be prepared 

proper officer shall cause the names of the persons so declared accordingly. 
to be nominated for any elective office to be printed upon the 
official ballots, in accordance with a certificate of such recount 
and determination made and filed with him by said board, which 
certificate shall be deemed to be made and filed as of the day of 
holding such caucus. Said board shall also furnish to each dele- 
gate and member of a committee, so declared to be elected, a 
certificate of his election. Any candidate receiving votes at Candidate or 

his representa- 

such caucus for such nomination or office may be present during ^^^^'Jf^^*^ 

such recount, either in person or by an agent duly appointed in *^®""* 
writing. 

Sec. 17. The town clerk of said town shall retain under seal Town cierk to 

retain undor 

for the period of fourteen calendar months all of the voting lists seal aii used 

'^ "^ voting lists, 

returned to him under the provisions of this act : Provided^ that ^°^ "*"**** ^"*^ 
such lists may be unsealed for use in the proceedings provided Lists may he 

unsealed, when. 

for in sections ten and sixteen of this act, after which they shall 
be immediately resealed, and that the said town clerk, after a 
check list has been used at a caucus of a political party held imder 
the provisions of this act upon written application for a copy of 
the list as checked, signed by any qualified elector in the said 
town where such list was used, and upon payment or tender of 
the fees provided by law therefor, may unseal and open the 
wrapper containing such check list, and shall furnish to such 
applicant a certified copy of the list as checked, and shall then 
reseal the same. 
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Penalties. Sec. 18. Evciy public officcF OF officcF of a political party 

who shall willfully violate any of the provisions of this act, or 
shall refuse, or willfully neglect and omit to perform, in the man- 
ner and withm the time prescribed, any duty imposed upon 
him by this act, shall be fined not less than fifteen nor more than 
fifty dollars, or imprisoned in jail for a period not exceeding 
thirty days, or both. Every person at a caucus who, knowing 
that he is not entitled to vote, votes or attempts to vote, or 
votes or attempts to vote upon any other name than his own, 
or votes or attempts to vote more than once upon his own name, 
or deposits or attempts to deposit more than one ballot for any 
candidate for any elective office or delegate to any convention or 
member of any political committee at the same balloting, or at 
any caucus gives a false answer to the caucus clerk or the pre- 
siding officer of any caucus relative to his right to vote at such 
caucus, shall be punished by imprisonment in jail not exceeding 
thirty days. Whoever aids or abets a person not entitled to vote 
at a caucus in voting or attempting to vote under a name other 
than the voter's own name, or in voting twice upon the voter's 
own name, or aids or abets a person in depositmg or attempting 
to deposit at a caucus more than one ballot as aforesaid at the 
same balloting, shall be pimished by imprisonment in jail not 
exceeding thirty days. Whoever willfully alters, or willfully 
makes any change, erasure, or additional check upon the voting 
list used or to be used at a caucus, or, having custody or control 
of such voting list, shall suffer or permit any alteration, change 
erasure, or additional check to be made upon such voting list, 
shall be punished by imprisonment in jail not exceeding 
sixty days. Excepting otherwise herein provided, the penalties 
imposed by law upon election and other officers and voters who 
violate the provisions of acts regulating elective meetings are 
hereby imposed upon the same and like caucus and other officers 
and voters for the same and like violation^ of this act. 
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Sec. 19. It shall be the duty of every police or other peace wlSSLr******"* 
officer or constable to arrest without warrant any person 
detected in the act of violating the provisions of this act. 

Sec. 20. The secretary of state shall make and send to the secretary of 
town clerk of said town copies of all nomination papers filed liahcapieToi 

certain nomio*- 

with him which contain the names of electors of such town. *»on papers. 

Sec. 21. The town committees-elect in said town at the Townoommit- 

teea elect, to 

time of the passage of this act shall organize and serve in the "'^®- 

same manner and with the same effect as if they had been elected 

under its provisions. 

Sec. 22. This act shall take effect on and after Jime 1st, 

A. D. 1912. 

so 
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Representative districts, certain cities and towns, how divided into 130-173 

Representatives and senators in the general assembly, relative to the 

election of 108-111 

house of, article V of the constitution of the state, relative to. . . . 6 

house of, how constituted 128 

in the congress of the United States, relative to the election of . . . 111-113 

number of apportioned to each city and town 128 

Returning board, state, relative to, and duties defined 117-125 

Rights and qualifications of voters 13-15 

Secondary or adjourned elections 69 

Secret ballot, acceptance by towns of provisions of Chapter 11, relative 

to elections by 70-72 

elections by 45-72 

penalties for violation of provisions relative to elections by 67-69 

Secretary of state, delivery of ballots by 68 

Senate, article VI of constitution of the state, relative to 7 

how constituted 128 

Senators and representatives in the general assembly, relative to the 

election of \ 108-111 

Shelves, voting, or compartments, provisions relative to 62 

State, city and town elections, relative to the use of voting-machines at . . 85-106 

returning board, relative to, and duties defined 117-125 

secretary of, delivery of ballots by 58 

Supervisors of election 59-62 
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Paok. 
Tiverton, relative to holding of caucuses in town of 212-222 

Town, city, and state elections, relative to the use oi voting-machines at . . 85-106 

meetings, relative to the calling and warning of 17^181 

meetings relative to the quorum, government and conduct of, and 

of organization and government of ward meetings 181-186 

officers, relative to the election and qualification of 186-190 

Towns, acceptance by, of provisions of Chapter 11, relative to elections 

by secret ballot 70-72 

and cities, certain, how divided into representative districts 130-173 

number of representatives apportioned to each 128-130 

United States, relative to the election of electors of president and vice- 
president of 114r-116 

relative to the election of representatives in the congress of 111-114 

Vice-president of the United States, relative to the election of electors of, 

and of president 114-116 

Voters, canvassing the rights and correcting lists of 24r-30 

information to 56-58 

nomination of candidates by individual 48 

oi the registering, listing and returning lists of, and proof of their 

qualification to vote, etc 15-23 

of the rights and qualifications of 13-15 

registration of, provisions relative to 19-23 

Voting-machines, relative to the use of, at state, city, and town elections. 85-106 

manner of 63-67 

places and supplies, boards of canvassers to furnish for primary 

meetings 222 

shelves or compartments, provisions relative to 62 

upon propositions ot amendment to the constitution, and upon 

questions submitted to the electors of the state 116 

Ward meetings, relative to the organization and government ot, etc . '. . . 181-186 

Warning and calling town meetings 179-181 

Warwick, how divided into representative districts 160-164 

Westerly, how divided into representative districts 171 

Woonsocket, how divided into representative districts 152-157 tf 






